
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17th November 2019 

 

Dear Combined Clubs Competitor 

 

Changes to the Series for 2019 

Thank you for supporting the Combined Clubs Series in 2018. Tom Clayton, who has been the 

principal contact for number of years has handed over the microphone (well, email list) to me and 

he is going to be a very hard act to follow. Over recent years, Tom and his committee have taken the 

Combined Clubs series from strength to strength. It wasn’t that long ago that 10 boats was a 

fantastic turnout, whereas this year, we never had fewer than 20. 

In light of this enormous success, you might wonder why I’m writing to you to announce changes. I 

suppose as sailors we all know how quickly the tide can turn foul and that it is always preferable to 

embark on a voyage when the tide is with you than against you. The huge growth in numbers is an 

achievement, but it has come amid rumblings that boats with carbon sails, code zeros, and 6-8 

people on the side upwind are not what the Combined Clubs Series was meant to be about. 

Your committee has reflected on this at some length. The ethos has always been to create the 

fewest possible barriers to entry:- no fees, no measurement for handicap, and start lines right by the 

participating clubs. On the one hand, clearly this is a formula that works; we have seen it attract 

boats of all shapes and sizes, white sails and carbon sails alike. On the other hand this growth has 

seen the series become more “serious” and more similar to the Haven Series, which has traditionally 

been seen as the home of the carbon sails. In fact, in the past two years several boats have 

competed in both. 

The increasing overlap presents a one off opportunity to bring all the racing on the river under one 

roof. With that in mind, your committee have unanimously agreed that for 2019 these two series 

will merge and run a single series called the “Haven Combined Clubs Series”. One series does not 

mean one start, in fact a core part of the merger is to run separate starts for the out and out racers 
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and the more relaxed competitors. That way both classes should be larger, and everyone should get 

better racing against more likeminded people and similar boats. 

This is an exciting new direction for racing in the area and one which your committee and I believe 

brings together the best elements of both series. We hope that in 2019 we can continue to embrace 

the accessibility and easygoing “Corinthian Spirit” of the Combined Clubs fleet – a model that has 

attracted so many new faces to the sport of yacht racing. At the same time, we need to continue to 

deliver high quality and competitive racing for those who aspire to sail their boat the very pinnacle 

of its performance, which is where the Haven Series has excelled. These two principles sound very 

different, but in the long run a successful series must offer both in equal measure in order to grow 

and to thrive. 

Your new committee encompasses virtually every club on the Orwell and Stour, with Walton & 

Frinton Yacht Club representing the Walton Backwaters area and Waldringfield representing the 

River Deben. Our objective is to promote and develop racing for the area as a whole, not to advocate 

any specific format. With that in mind we would welcome feedback from you throughout the 2019 

season about what you think works and what doesn’t, in order to help us continue to deliver the 

best racing programme we can. 

Wishing you all an easy winter refit and a safe and enjoyable season in 2019. 

 

Yours Faithfully, 

 

Edward Harrison 

Chairman  

Haven Combined Clubs Committee 

 

 


