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For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk  , and Follow us on Facebook. 

 

 

        

            

 

 

 

     

                    

 

 

 

                              

The opening times have been changed ….  
 

     Every Friday we will open from 1900 and close as required 

                                          at 2200. 

 

 

         We will now open the first Sunday of every month.  

 

 

               We need help for the club to open. 

 

                     Please support the club. 

 

                             

 

  

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
 

                                  

Sunday 4
th

 October 

Nautical Photograph 

Competition online  

 

Sunday 4
th

 October 

Club open from 1200 

 

Sunday 11
th

 October 

Postponed from 4
th

 

Ha’penny Cup 

 

Saturday 17
th

 October 

Laying Up Supper  

New time 1900, for 1930 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook. 

Pin Mill Sailing Club Social, 

and click follow  

 
The next newsletter will be in late 

October for November.  Contributions 

as early as possible please to; 

Circular@pmsc.org.uk or 

sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk  

 

Photographs welcome  

 

 

Diary            October 2020 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
mailto:sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk
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Support needed please 
 

                   
 

It was great to see the bar reopen throughout September.   

 

Unfortunately, both Jo and Jane have decided not to return to the club to work, so we 

no longer have any bar staff.  The September opening was made possible by a small 

group of volunteers from the main committee.  Given the current uncertain times the 

committee has decided to continue to run the bar using volunteers, rather than seeking 

to find new paid staff, which at this time would not be economically viable for the 

club.   

 

Therefore, we are looking for new bar volunteers to step up and support the club by 

volunteering to work behind the bar.  Full training will be provided for any volunteers.  

You will be rewarded with complimentary drinks during your shift.  We are only 

accepting card payments so there’s no cash handling involved and the till is extremely 

simple to use.  We’ve already had a couple of volunteers step forward but we need 

more to ensure the bar opening is sustainable. 

 

In order to keep things as simple as possible there is now an online bar duty rota which 

any member can access, view and edit.  Simply click on the link and add your name 

next to the date you can help. 

 

Here’s the link; 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1H4J4t4nBkW4TofOa9cZx9LkE5SZPOCw5c

1q0t3OiiQU/edit?usp=sharing  

 

If we don’t get enough volunteers then sadly the bar will not be able to open.  

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact myself or any of the other 

committee members.  Bar_Secretary@PMSC.org.uk  

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1H4J4t4nBkW4TofOa9cZx9LkE5SZPOCw5c1q0t3OiiQU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1H4J4t4nBkW4TofOa9cZx9LkE5SZPOCw5c1q0t3OiiQU/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:Bar_Secretary@PMSC.org.uk
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Sunday 11
th

: The Ha’penny Cup   
 

 

The race has been postponed for a week because of a poor forecast for this weekend. 

All other details remain the same.                                                                                                                   

  

                                                    
 

 

Applications for Membership 
    

 

As a result of Covid-19 restrictions it is not practical to post on the Club 

Noticeboard the list of applicants for membership. Therefore, please treat this 

note as formal notification. 

                             

 

The following persons have applied for membership of the Club: 

 

Single memberships 

 

Stephen Birch, of Shotley (boat owner). Proposed by Gordon Dale, Approved by Flag 

Officer. 

 

Gary Bultitude, of Ipswich (boat owner). Proposed by Gary Johnson, no seconder. 

 

Charles Cook, of London and Pin Mill (boat owner). Proposed by Mark Poppleton, 

seconded by Sara Hopkinson. 

 

Mark Holdstock, of Pin Mill. No proposer or seconder. 

 

Frank Jackson, of Ipswich (boat owner). Proposed by Gary Johnson, no seconder. 

 

Stafford Taylor, of Ipswich (boat owner). Proposed by Jill Hodgson, seconded by 

Lucie Breadman. 

 

Peter Thompson, of Pin Mill (boat owner). No proposer or seconder. 

 

Gregory Waggett, of Clare, Suffolk. Proposed by Jill Hodgson, seconded by Martin 

Gosling. 
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Household memberships 

 

Jonathan Prosser and children, of Ipswich (boat owner). Proposed by Charlotte 

Norman, seconded by Simon Ruffles. 

 

Daniel Gane and Fiona Morham, of Chelmondiston (boat owner). Proposed by Jackie 

Harding, seconded by Paul Jefferies. 

 

 

NOTE: Objections must be notified to membership_secretary@pmsc.org.uk  by 14th 

October. Applicants who do not have a proposer and/or seconder will require an 

interview with a Flag Officer. 

 

 

Graeme Hammond 

. 

                                            
                  

                                                                                   

Newsletter 
 

 

This is an online only newsletter; we are not printing and posting any copies. Sorry.  

 

Many thanks to all those who have sent articles and stories for the extra newsletters.  

 

               Letters to the Editor………….. 

 

                                   

Saturday 21st Nov. : RYA Affiliated Clubs Conference 
 

  Club officers, committee members and volunteers are being 

urged to book tickets for the conference now, even if they are not yet sure about their 

availability, because the live content will also be recorded and available to delegates 

afterwards. 

https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/events/Pages/affiliate-conferences.aspx  

mailto:membership_secretary@pmsc.org.uk
https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/events/Pages/affiliate-conferences.aspx
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Even the wind and the rain couldn't prevent the PMSC Macmillan Coffee Morning 

being a great success, over 30 people enjoyed Di's cake and over £400 was raised for 

Macmillan Cancer Support.  

Thanks to all those who came and supported the event and especially to Di, Peter Sara 

& Jill for making it happen.  

There was a raffle too, a Silver Crest Hand Mixer, kindly donated by the Harding's 
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October 17
th

: Laying up Supper         Note new time  
 

The updated time for the supper, due to the new covid rule of having to leave the 

premises by 10pm, will be 1900 for 1930.  
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The menu is unchanged, but the time has been brough forward. The tables will be well 

spaced and there will be table service only. Each table will have limited seats so the 

numbers have had to be restricted, with preference given to members   

Cost:         £23.50 per person                                 £25.50 per person to non-members  

Booking via the PMSC website, deadline 10
th

 October  

If there are any queries please do not hesitate to contact Jill – 780330 or email 

Hodgson_jill@hotmail.com  

 

Starter  

Thai-Style Fish Cake, Carrot & Coriander Salad, Sweet Chilli  

or  

Caramelised Onion, Thyme & Goats Cheese Tart, Rocket & Balsamic Salad  

  

Main  

Roast Salmon Fillet, New Potatoes, Peas & Grilled Asparagus, Hollandaise Sauce  

or  

Individual Chicken & Ham Pie, Mustard Mash, Seasonal Vegetables & Gravy  

  

Desert  

White Chocolate Cheesecake, Raspberry Coulis  

or  

Bread & Butter Pudding, Marmalade Ice Cream  

 

                                                                

 

 

mailto:Hodgson_jill@hotmail.com
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Tahiti and the Society Islands...... 
 

From the Tuamotus it was just a two day sail to Tahiti, from where this letter was sent. 

  

Tahiti is the "capitol" and administrative centre for the whole of French Polynesia and 

as such it's capitol Papeete, is very developed and not quite the dreamy paradise that 

we all think of when we think of "Tahiti". Having had very little in the way of 

"facilities" or even shops, for so long we have gone into a marina here to do a few 

maintenance jobs on the boat and to stock up the lockers which were getting a bit low.  

We haven't seen a lot of the island so far but Papeete and the surrounding area is much 

like any Mediterranean town /port.  The French influence is very evident though they 

have managed to keep a Polynesian character to the place. Everything is available here 

though at a price!  Of course almost everything has to be imported and distributed 

amongst the islands so we have found all of French Polynesia is extremely 

expensive...... £3.50 for a small beer is not unusual!   (this was in 2007) 

From Tahiti we could see Moorea beckoning from just across the water. Moorea was 

the mythical "Bali Hai" featured in the old Hollywood musical "South Pacific" and it is 

not hard to see why they chose it........  As we sailed through the pass into Cook's Bay 

on the North side of the island, the "vista" presented to us was just breathtaking....... all 

the moreso having previously seen it in so many pictures.  Eric Hiscock, that great 

sailor of the 50's described it as "one of the most beautiful anchorages we had ever 

seen".......  He was a master of understatement!   The deep "fjord-like" bay, the 

mountainous backdrop, the green of the vegetation, the palm trees, the torquoise 

water......  What more can I say, you just have to see it!   

We stayed a few days there, snorkelling and generally just taking it all in and then we 

moved round the corner to what we were told was an EVEN MORE beautiful bay, 

Opunohu Bay.   

      

                       Pineapples                                                Star Fruit                   
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We stayed in Opunohu Bay for about four days, going on a long walk inland during 

which we visited the Moorea Agriculural College which was actually a lot more 

interesting than it sounds.....  We saw Pineapples and other tropical fruits being grown 

on an industrial scale and were introduced to a couple of weird and truly wonderful 

fruits that neither of us had ever seen before.....  and will probably never see again!    

 

I think the most exciting thing we did, in fact on the reef just outside Opunohu Bay 

was to go swimming/snorkelling with sharks and sting rays.........  There was a large 

flat sandy area inside the reef where the water was about 3'-4' deep and every day a 

few boatloads of tourists come out to feed these creatures. The local shark and sting-

ray population have become so accustomed to this that they have become almost tame 

and they dutifully turn up at the same time every day for the likes of us to swim with 

them......  in fact the rays come right up to you and seem to demand food! 
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They are about 3-4ft in wingspan and at first it is quite scary to have these great fish 

bumping into you (especially as we knew they had a sting and COULD be dangerous) 

but eventually you do get used to it and you can touch and stroke them like a puppy 

dog! They have a strange soft "velvety" feel to them.  The sharks were "Black-tipped 

Reef Sharks" which we were told are not normally dangerous unless they are 

provoked.......  but that leaves the question...."How do you know they are not having a 

bad day?"!   

 

 

            
 

 

They were mostly about 4-5ft long and were every inch a shark......  fortunately they 

did not come quite as close as the sting-rays but we still managed to get some lovely 

pictures with a little underwater camera we bought in Tahiti. 

 

So then it was onwards, ever onwards, through the Society Islands. I'm afraid I have 

run out of words to describe these islands, they are all just breathtakingly beautiful!  

They are all volcanic in origin and were made up of a volcano with a coral reef right 

round the edge.  However,  movement of the Earth's tectonic plates has caused the 

volcanoes/islands to sink gently into the ocean.  So what was originally a coral reef 

around the edge of the island, has grown but stayed in more or less the place where it 

always was,  but since the island has sunk down and sea level has risen, there is now 

water (a lagoon) between the reef and what is now a smaller island. They are all 

extremely beautiful but very similar.      From Moorea we went to Huahine and thence 

to Riatea and Tahaa.....  These two are so close together that they share a common reef 

and lagoon. It was in Tahaa that we had the only "drama" of this part of our 

voyage....... 

 

The anchorages around the Island's shore were all extremely deep - 70, 80, 90 ft which 

was too deep for the amount of anchor chain we carry on Damarri.  So for the first 

time, we were anchored in a small sandy patch away from the island and on the inside 

of the reef. There was a lot of coral around but we had anchored in good light and had 
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found a suitable patch of sand to drop the anchor. There were four other boats 

anchored in the same vicinity, though not in the same little patch of sand.  One evening 

we had watched the Sun go down over a rum punch (now a tradition on Damarri!) and 

we had finished our supper.  There was no moon and it was a beautiful but very dark 

night with lots of stars.......  It was about 9o'clock and all the lights were out on the 

boat nearest to us, an American boat called "Water Music", so we assumed they had 

gone to bed early.........  Then suddenly, all the lights came on on Water Music and 

there was great activity.....  They appeared to be preparing to leave.  We knew that Mrs 

Water Music had been unwell so we were concerned that they might have some 

medical emergency and I shouted across to ask if they were OK?.......  no reply.  I 

shouted again.........  no reply.  Then they started their engine, raised their anchor and 

started to move off.......  I shouted again..... "Are you OK?"  This time they did 

reply........   "Haven't you heard about the Tsunami?........  Listen on Channel 16"......   

and they disappeared into the darkness. 

 

So we turned the radio on and sure enough there was something going on but it was all 

in French and we couldn't understand any of it.....  except the word "Tsunami".  So I 

whizzed round in the dinghy to tell the three other boats in the anchorage, one of which 

was French.  I then returned to Damarri and prepared to leave.....  Fortunately I had 

already done our passage planning for the crossing to Bora Bora so we had some idea 

where to go but I felt that the important thing was to get out of the lagoon and into 

deep water......  We had just raised our anchor and started to move off when the folks 

from the French boat came across in their dinghy and told us that there had been a 

massive earthquake in the sea off Lima in Peru, that there had initially been a warning 

that a Tsunami could reach the Marquesas, the Tuamotus and the Society Islands but 

that the warning had now been downgraded and it was NOT now expected to reach the 

Society Islands......  Panic over!............  Except that we had already raised our anchor 

and there was no way we could re-anchor in that coral strewn area in the dark. So we 

continued out through the pass and started our passage to Bora Bora a little earlier that 

we otherwise would have.  I did feel angry that "Water Music" were prepared to leave 

without saying anything to anybody and just leave the rest of us to our fate, though I 

was also sorry for another American boat who had done no planning and were going 

up and down the deeper water in the lagoon with no idea where to go or what to do......  

and nearly running into us in the process! 

 

We spent a week in Bora Bora.  It IS a very beautiful Island with a very large and safe 

lagoon but it's only means of supporting itself is Tourism and it is almost (but not 

quite) like a big resort....... VERY geared up for the tourist with several big "Resort 

Hotels" and lots of water sports. There are lots of very small islands within the lagoon, 

many of which have been turned into "Resorts".   

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        

                 



 12 

 


