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October  2017  Newsletter 
For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk 

 

 

        

            

 

 

Now that we have had our Laying Up supper, it is time to think 

about packing up the sailing gear, getting rid of the salt from 

sails, ropes, clothing and boat upholstery, and reflect on the 

passing season. There are some lovely photographs, now 

uploaded on the Gallery of the website taken by Sandy Miller of 

the smacks taking part in the race on 16
th

  September – worth a 

look.  

 

We are now heading for winter and the pace of social events 

picks up. There is hardly a weekend up to Christmas without 

something going on to entertain. Keep an eye on the website and 

the Club facebook page, look at your emails from the Club, and 

check the notice board. 

 

Have you had problems with lobster pots and other fishing gear 

fouling your propeller?  

 

If so, you might like to go on to the Cruising Association 

website and click on ‘news’ where you will see that they have 

launched a petition to Parliament to ask for the marking of static 

fishing gear to be made safer. 

. 

Romy Blackburn 

Commodore 

                        

                    

             
           

 

 

 

Saturday 7
th

 October 

Disco & supper 

East of England Air Ambulance 

 

October 14
th

/15
th

 

Nautical Photograph Comp. 

MacMillan Coffee Morning  

 

Saturday 21
st
 October  

Marathon read 

We Didn’t Mean To Go To Sea 

 

 

Saturday 4
th

 November  

Children's Halloween Party 

 

Saturday 11
th

 November  

Pizza Bake Off 

 

Saturday 18
th

 November  

AGM 

 

Saturday 25
th

 November 
Shanties and Ditties  

  

 

Saturday 9
th

 December   

Children’s Christmas Party 

 

  

 

 

 

 Follow us on facebook 
The next newsletter will be in late 

Novembe., for DECEMBER. 

Contributions as early as possible  

please  to; 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

 

 

 

 

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
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New members 
 

Welcome to   

 

All new members. 

         

 

                 
 

October 14th/15th 

Nautical Photograph 

Competition 
 

 

We are hoping for a specially large 

submission for this year 's 

Competition, as there have been 

many opportunities to take the 

winning photograph, either at the 

various Club events during the 

sailing season, while you're messing 

about in your boat, or just taking 

time out beside the water.  All 

members are entitled to submit up to 

six entries, and we very much hope 

some of our new members will take 

the plunge this year.   The judges 

will be looking for good 

composition, so the quality of your 

equipment is not important. 

 

Please make sure your entries arrive 

at the Clubhouse by 1pm on the 

14th. 

 

A reminder of the Rules:-  

Photographs should not exceed 

20cm x 16cm (8" x 6"), unmounted 

and unsigned; please include a list 

of titles to accompany your entries. 

Pictures of nautical subjects, very 

broadly interpreted, or scenes 

featuring water in any shape or 

form, are eligible,  but landscapes or 

family snapshots (including family 

pets) are sadly not.  Although the 

human form often enhances a 

composition, please don't submit 

recognisable portraits.     

 

All the entries will be exhibited in 

the Games Room over the weekend, 

and there will as usual be an 

opportunity for members to make 

their choice of the photo they would 

like to see on the cover of next 

year's Club almanac.   It's your 

responsibility to reclaim your photos 

from the Clubhouse after the 

exhibition;  if you wish them to be 

returned by post, please remember 

to include a stamped envelope with 

your entries. 

 

We are very pleased that Anthony 

Cullen and Matt Brooke have agreed 

to judge the Competition once 

again.  Their expertise is greatly 

valued, and their comments and 

advice on the entries are a much 

appreciated feature of this event.  

The judging and prizegiving will 

take place on Sunday 15th October 

at around 2pm. 

 

MC 

 

Sunday 15
th

 October 

MacMillan Coffee 

Morning   

Come for coffee, eat cake, see the 

photographs, and members can vote 

for the cover of the 2018 Almanac.  

 

Donations of cakes very welcome.  
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“We Didn’t Mean to 

Go to Sea”  
 

The 80th Anniversary Marathon 

Reading. 

 

With Griff Rhys Jones, Libby 

Purves, Sophie Neville and more… 

including you? 

 

           
   

Arthur Ransome’s “We Didn’t 

Mean to Go to Sea” is absolutely 

key, both our own purpose in the 

Nancy Blackett Trust and his period 

in Suffolk during which it was 

written – so what better way to 

conclude the summer of Ransome 

activities on the Shotley peninsula 

than an event that puts the book 

itself centre-stage, 80 years after its 

publication? 

 

How to sign up to read a chapter 

 

On Saturday 21
st
 October we’ll be 

reading the book aloud, from 

beginning to end, in one continuous 

session, over about eight hours, with 

each chapter (or part-chapter) taken 

by a different reader. Some big 

names – including Griff Rhys Jones, 

Libby Purves, Julia Jones (with 

Francis Wheen), Christina 

Hardyment and Sophie Neville – 

have signed up already, but this is 

an event for Ransome fans, 

including Pin Mill SC members, so, 

if you’re interested, contact  

Peter Willis  

https://nancyblackett.org/2017/08/21

/the-80th-anniversary-marathon-

reading-of-we-didnt-mean-to-go-to-

sea/  

 

The reading will take place at Pin 

Mill Sailing Club, of which 

Ransome himself was a member, 

from 0900. Readers can drop in just 

for their chapter, or longer as they 

please, and spectators are welcome 

to come and go during the day. 

 

             
 

 

A day on   SB Victor 
 

 

Despite a cool start, 37 members 

and friends had a fabulous day out 

on the Victor, sailing down our 

beautiful Orwell. The bar was busy, 

and the superb buffet – provided by 

members – was all but demolished.  

 

 

 

https://nancyblackett.org/2017/08/21/the-80th-anniversary-marathon-reading-of-we-didnt-mean-to-go-to-sea/
https://nancyblackett.org/2017/08/21/the-80th-anniversary-marathon-reading-of-we-didnt-mean-to-go-to-sea/
https://nancyblackett.org/2017/08/21/the-80th-anniversary-marathon-reading-of-we-didnt-mean-to-go-to-sea/
https://nancyblackett.org/2017/08/21/the-80th-anniversary-marathon-reading-of-we-didnt-mean-to-go-to-sea/
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As always, members were praised 

for their welcome and friendliness 

towards those they didn’t know, and 

this means we now have some new 

members! Thanks to everyone who 

helped, and special thanks to Wes 

and his Victor crew 

 

 

Saturday 25
th

 Nov. 

Shanties & Ditties, and 

Supper  

 

 
 

        
 

 

Fish Pie served at 1945 

Singing starts at 2000 

 
Come along to a great evening: for 

the brave, your own musical 

contribution to the evening will be 

most welcome. If not so brave (like 

me), enjoy singing along to the 

songs in the Pin Mill Song Book - 

words available on the night. 

 

Supper, at £6, MUST be ordered by 

1200 on Thursday 23
rd

 November. 

Order by email or on 780731 

commodore@pmsc.org.uk   

Pay on the night.  

Archive Group 
 

 

The archive group would like help 

in the identification of the burgees/  

flags that are displayed above the 

galley hatch.   

 

I have placed a plan of these flags 

along with a numbered sheet, near 

the hatch.  If you can identify any 

not named on the plan, please write 

the name on the plan or the list. 

 

Renee Waite, for the Archive 

Group. Many thanks.  

 

 

 
 

 

A new flag was presented to the 

club by the Greenwich Yacht Club 

on their recent visit.  

 

 

Saturday 11
th

 Nov. 

PIZZA BAKE OFF 
 

      
 

• Entry to the Pizza Bake off is open 

to all members of PMSC 

 

mailto:commodore@pmsc.org.uk
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• Make a Pizza of your choice – 

must have a yeast based dough base 

made by you!  Choice of toppings, 

shape etc entirely up to the baker. 

 

• Please bring your entry to the 

Clubhouse by 1945 on Nov. 11
th

  

 

•  Judges  to be announced later, and 

marks will be awarded for 

appearance, texture, taste, 

appropriate size, quality of baking. 

 

• It would help if your entry could 

be served on a firm surface, e.g. 

bread or chopping board for ease of 

cutting. 

 

• After judging it is envisaged that 

other club members are allowed to 

sample the various pizza products.  

Happy Baking 

 

 

Updated MCA leaflet 
 

 

GMDSS: The Benefits of Digital 

Selective Calling 

 

                
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/upl

oads/system/uploads/attachment_dat

a/file/648216/GMDSS_-

_The_Benefigts_of_Digital_Selectiv

e_Calling_as_published.pdf  

 

Smack Race  
 

 

 
 

 

Another great day for the smacks on 

the river followed by a fabulous 

supper at the club. 

 

Thanks to Sandy Miller for the 

photographs, taken from the gallery 

on the PMSC website.  

 

 

 
 

 

Deben Cruise 2017 
 

 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/648216/GMDSS_-_The_Benefigts_of_Digital_Selective_Calling_as_published.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/648216/GMDSS_-_The_Benefigts_of_Digital_Selective_Calling_as_published.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/648216/GMDSS_-_The_Benefigts_of_Digital_Selective_Calling_as_published.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/648216/GMDSS_-_The_Benefigts_of_Digital_Selective_Calling_as_published.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/648216/GMDSS_-_The_Benefigts_of_Digital_Selective_Calling_as_published.pdf
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There was a lot of interest in this 

cruise and initially it seemed as 

though we were likely to match last 

year’s record turnout, but 

unfortunately several of those 

skippers who originally booked to 

go had to pull out for one reason or 

another. Sadly, and rather ironically, 

that included the organizer, since 

yours truly had to contend with the 

small matter of getting a new engine 

installed in Astraea following the 

failure of the old engine on a trip to 

Holland! 

 

Fortunately Francis Beaumont 

kindly agreed to take over the lead 

skipper and coordination role on the 

day and he and Fiona hosted the 

gathering at the pre-booked dinner 

in the delightful surroundings at the 

Ramsholt Arms. By all accounts this 

was a very lively affair, and no less 

so for the reduced numbers; indeed 

it was remarked that the fact that 

none of those present had previously 

met each other before made it all the 

more enjoyable, and a great way to 

get to know Club colleagues better. 

Ramsholt Harbourmaster George 

Collins was his usual helpful self in 

providing moorings for all the 

visiting boats and The Ramsholt 

Arms staff were highly praised for 

their food and service.  

 

All in all, it was a most successful 

mini cruise and certainly one to 

repeat next season. 

 

Rick Kirkup 

 

 

                
 

Saturday 4
th

 Nov. 

Children’s Halloween 

Party  
 

 

 
 

Details to follow 

 

 

Social events 2018 
           

 

At the AGM on 18th November, we 

will be launching a questionnaire, 

inviting members to share their 

ideas for future social events.  

 

The social programme is planned to 

satisfy both our sailing and social 

members, but we need to hear from 

you what you want; a good turnout 

at events brings us all together as a 

community, and ensures that we 

cover our costs!  

 

We are especially fortunate that 

some members always volunteer to 

help organise events: decorating the 

clubhouse, cooking and slaving in 

the kitchen doing the washing up, 

and helping to run the bar.  

 

New volunteers are always welcome 

to join the fun. 

            

 

 
                  

 

 
A Night to Remember 
20th June   A  Night  to  


