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For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk  , and Follow us on Facebook. 

 

 

        

            

 

 

 

                         

 

 

 

Dear Members, 

 

Once again, I am writing to inform you that 

the Sailing Club is closed until early 

December in-line with Government 

instructions. 

Keep an eye out for the vulnerable. 

Stay safe! 

 

Yours, 

 

Mark Poppleton 

Commodore 
 

                              

 

                            

  

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Saturday 5
th

 December                                  
AGM by zoom 

 

Sunday 6
th

 December 

Lunch time opening  

 

Friday 11
th

 December 

Evening opening  

 

Sunday 13
th

 December 

Christmas Lunch  

 

Sunday 20
th

 December  

Lunch time opening  

 

 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook. 

Pin Mill Sailing Club Social, 

and click follow  

 
The next newsletter will be in late 

October for November.  Contributions 

as early as possible please to; 

Circular@pmsc.org.uk or 

sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk  

 

Photographs welcome  

 

 

 

                 
 

Diary            November 2020 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
mailto:sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk
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David B R Abbott (1950 - 1.11.2020) 
 

 

                   
 

 

David Abbott died in the early hours of Sunday 1
st
 November while receiving end of 

life care in St Elizabeth Hospice, just a year after being diagnosed with an aggressive 

form of cancer.  

 

David followed his parents in coming to live in Chelmondiston, an area very familiar 

to him from many years of family sailing prior to that. The family explored the Suffolk 

rivers and further afield in their Cheverton Crusader “Spread Eagle”, a traditional 27 

foot cruising sloop instantly recognisable for the large and very striking carving of its 

namesake on the transom. On his father’s death the boat was initially shared by David 

and his brother Perry, later being taken over full time by David who, as was his wont, 

was meticulous in his care and maintenance of his pride and joy. For David there was 

only one quality standard, the highest, for equipping and maintaining a boat, things 

simply had to be done in the proper way: for him anything less was unthinkable and 

this was a standard he applied to everything he did and especially to his dealings with 

other people.  

 

David’s diligence and high standards were complemented by a huge breadth of 

knowledge and experience of the boating world. His boating career spanned jobs in 

retail, nautical publications, brokerage, and notably in yacht sales and construction 

with Westerly, and more recently with Oyster. At Oyster his role as Senior Warranty 

Manager called on all his reserves of knowledge and personal qualities in dealing with 

the demands and complaints –sometimes less than reasonable – of new owners of 
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vessels built by this luxury yacht builder, on occasions causing David, by nature the 

most mild and patient of men, to fume in private whilst in public continuing to project 

a supremely professional manner. 

 

In his personal life David was a generous and thoughtful friend and, together with 

Catherine, an extremely genial host - the pourer of a seemingly never-ending supply of 

liquid refreshment, not to mention the possessor of a particular talent for creating 

deliciously rich puddings! 

 

In a seemingly ever more self-centred world David stood out as a considerate, likeable, 

courteous and unfailingly polite person – even in the darkest hours of his pain and the 

stark  knowledge of his impending death, his concern was for others and above all for 

his wife and devoted soul mate, Catherine. 

 

David’s untimely death has robbed PMSC of a dedicated and conscientious flag 

officer, his many friends and acquaintances of a generous and thoughtful colleague, 

and saddest of all, his widow Catherine of the most loving and devoted husband, and, 

in her words, “my best friend”. 

 

Our thoughts are with his family and with Catherine for their incalculable loss, with 

the hope that they may draw some comfort from the fact that whoever you might ask 

about David their reply is almost certain to include the words “he was a lovely man”. 

 

RK 

 

 

December opening schedule  
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Applications for Membership 
    

 

As a result of Covid-19 restrictions it is not practical to post on the Club 

Noticeboard the list of applicants for membership. Therefore, please treat this 

note as formal notification. 

                             

 

The following persons have applied for membership of the Club: 

 

Household membership:  

 

Mr and Mrs A Page. Proposed by Gary Johnson.  Seconder Steve Miller 

 

                                                                 
 

Out of country membership:  

 

Mr A Jillings. Proposed by David Jillings. Seconder Jon Humby 

 

                                                                    

 

NOTE: Objections must be notified to membership_secretary@pmsc.org.uk  by 14th 

October. Applicants who do not have a proposer and/or seconder will require an 

interview with a Flag Officer. 

 

 

Graeme Hammond 

. 

                                            
                  

                                                                                   

AGM: Saturday 5th December at 2000 by zoom  
 

                                 
      

mailto:membership_secretary@pmsc.org.uk
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The AGM will be online via a zoom meeting this year and all members will be sent an 

information pack and separate voting sheet. The sheets will need to be returned in 

advance and allows all members to vote on each item.  

 

The information pack will contain the full details of how to join the meeting, all the 

reports and items to be voted on. Questions on the reports or any other matter must be 

sent in advance to be answered on the night. 

 

Mark Poppleton 

Commodore 

                                                       
 

                                  

Sunday 13
th

 December: Christmas Lunch   
 

 

  

 

Menu   

Starters  

Roast Butternut Squash Soup, Creme Fraiche  or  Chicken Liver Parfait, Baby Leaf 

Salad, Chutney & Toast  
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Roast Norfolk turkey, Stuffing, Sausage wrapped in bacon, Roast potatoes, Buttered 

vegetables, Gravy & Homemade Cranberry Sauce (vegi option upon request)  

Dessert  

Christmas Pudding, Brandy Custard or  Stilton, Oat Cakes, Celery, Grapes & Chutney  

 

                                                        

 

Tuesday 3
rd

 November: Jo’s Presentation  
 

 

Having supported the club for many years in the kitchen and behind the bar Jo has 

decided to retire. We will all miss her very much and hope she will visit the club in the 

future to relax, rather than work so hard. 

 

This occasion demanded something special, and the Commodore and the Committee 

commissioned a piece of artwork, having heard on the grapevine that this was 

something that Jo would treasure for many years. Finding a suitable time for the 

presentation was a challenge, especially when the club had to close again for a few 

weeks. 

 

Just in time, Jo was able to come along to the club so Mark and Nick could offer 

thanks on behalf of us all and present the panel.  

 

                          We wish Jo and long and happy retirement.  
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                                           Pin Mill Reeds. 

 

                                  

 

Plaster & Paint Panel                                                            By Jill Hodgson (GRH) 
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