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For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk  , and Follow us on Facebook. 

 

 

        

            

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
                                                    
 

 

 

 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

The canoes and kayaks are 

available to book online 

from Monday 29
th

 March 

 

We hope to open under the 

rule of 6 on: 

 

Friday 28
th

 May  

Friday 11
th

 June 

 

Sunday 6
th

 June  

Sunday 20
th

 June  

 

 

This is all TBC and subject 

to the rules and advice from 

the Government and the 

RYA.  

  

The RYA roadmap is in the 

newsletter and on the 

website 

 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook. 

Pin Mill Sailing Club Social, 

and click follow  

 
 

The next newsletter will be in April .  

Contributions as early as possible 

please to; 

 

Circular@pmsc.org.uk or 

sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk  

 

 

Photographs welcome  

 

 

 

 

Diary                               March 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
mailto:sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk
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PMSC Membership fee due 1st April – you will have received an invoice.  

 

We appreciate 3 months free membership in no way makes up for the lockdown 

restrictions and lack of access to your club during this unprecedented time but we hope 

it helps a little and while we can’t throw open the doors quite yet we are looking 

forward to welcoming our extended PMSC family back soon. 

 

The new committee is very grateful for all the feedback received after last month’s 

newsletter. All opinions have been read and considered and we are working hard to 

plan sailing and social activities, including a new sailing sponsorship scheme to 

encourage members to take to the water locally. This will help existing members and 

their families, attract new members and benefit other local clubs and training centres. 

As well as the new fence and hedge now in place, there is quite a lot of overdue 

maintenance work which needs to be done; some by volunteers but professional 

assistance will be needed and the club will support local traders and suppliers. We will 

also continue to explore plans for some refurbishment. 

 

A new BBQ has already been purchased ready to fire up for our popular Friday nights.  

 

The canoes and kayaks will be available for members to book online from March 29
th

, 

and free to use.   

 

Don’t forget, for a small £10 deposit you can have your own front door key and once 

we reopen you can pop into your club anytime you want, grab a cuppa from the 

kitchen and sit on the veranda enjoying the famous view. 
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Update: It has been reported that when attempting to pay by BACS a message is 

coming up saying: "We cannot find the account for the name you have entered." This 

has been checked with the Co-op Bank, and found that their identification systems are 

a little behind the bigger banks!  

 

In the meantime, the Bank has assured us that, as long as the sort code and account 

number are accurate, the payment will reach our account. Please put the invoice 

number and surname in the reference section. 

 

However, if you are still concerned, the invoice gives a link to pay by credit, or debit 

card. 

 

 
 

          The fence has been replaced and painted, and the new hedge planted.  

 

New application for membership 
 

As we are unable to post messages on the Clubhouse noticeboard at present, please 

treat the following as formal notification of an application for single membership. Any 

objections should be notified within 14 days of this notice in the normal way to 

Graeme Hammond  at membership_secretary@pmsc.org.uk             

 

Mr James Pratt, of Shotley.   

Proposed by Mr Paul Pratt.           Seconded by Mr Gus Curtis. 

mailto:membership_secretary@pmsc.org.uk
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Punt Boat 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Lying in the mud on the foreshore in front of the clubhouse is a small grey kayak that 

has a distinctive 'vintage' look about it.  

 

Does anyone have any information about it?  

 

Membership Secretary, Graeme Hammond, believes it might be a gun punt, which was 

used for hunting ducks and geese in the days when people were not so concerned with 

animal welfare. Graeme has unearthed a photograph from his family archives, which 

shows his great grandfather firing from his gun punt on Emsworth Marshes, near 

Portsmouth, in about 1900. 

 

The gun punt was equipped with a large bore shotgun, three to four inches in diameter, 

mounted on the foredeck of the punt (or kayak) and loaded with bits of scrap metal. 

The 'punter' would lay down on the craft to keep a low profile and gently manoeuvre 

towards a flock of birds on the water, using a rear oar, or two paddles resembling table 

tennis bats. When a suitable number of wildfowl had gathered within range, the punter 

would make a duck alarm call and, as they took flight, he would fire the gun by pulling 

on a cord attached to the trigger. The blast of the gun was so severe that it would 

propel the boat backwards and bring down dozens of birds at a time. 
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Sunday 25
th

 April: North Essex Boat Jumble  
 

 

                  

 

The boat jumble will be from 0900 to 1500 at the new site close to the A120 

Roundabout at Clacton Road, Horsley Cross, Essex CO11 2NU 

 

Trade stands, boat space and private pitches are available to book in advance  

nigel@garden-shows.com         07802 282193 

Entry on the day Adults:  £5. Children U15 Free 

 

There are hot food and toilets on site. COVID Secure Precautions will be  in place. 

 

Pin Mill Moorings  
 

 

                 

 

There is now a page on the PMSC website to enable existing ABP mooring license 

holders to pay their fee electronically. https://www.pmsc.org.uk/index.php...  

 

                                                        

mailto:nigel@garden-shows.com
https://www.pmsc.org.uk/index.php
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And so to Suvarov 
 

Dear Reader, 

 

While not much has been happening on the sailing front I have been "contributing" 

occasional articles to the newsletter.  The articles are based on letters Ute and I sent 

home during our circumnavigation between 2005 and 2013.  Most of the original 

letters were sent via a rather crude email system using the boats HF radio and because 

of this they could not include pictures.  So the articles that have appeared in the 

newsletter have been edited a bit and pictures included to make them a bit more 

interesting.  I have been disappointed to find that the articles and pictures have not 

always appeared as I had submitted them.  It turns out that I had been submitting the 

articles in the wrong font and size so that when it was inserted into the newsletter, the 

computer was re-jigging things such that some of it didn't make sense and some was 

missing altogether.  Hopefully this explains why sometimes the text has seemed a bit 

disjointed and pictures have appeared in the wrong place!  In the last episode, about 

the Society Islands, the last page and a bit were completely missing.  So this month I 

will start with the closing paragraphs of our stay in the Society Islands and then 

continue the journey westwards to Suvarov.......... 

 

.............We spent a week in Bora Bora.  It IS a very beautiful Island with a very large 

and safe lagoon but it's only means of supporting itself is Tourism and it is almost (but 

not quite) like a big resort....... VERY geared up for the tourist with several big "Resort 

Hotels" and lots of water sports. There are many small islands within the lagoon, some 

of which have been turned into Resorts.   
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Having said that, it was all very nicely done....  the hotels were all of the "Chalet" type, 

mostly over the water on stilts and with thatched roofs and it is so far from anywhere 

that I would guess that holidays there are pretty "up market" so the island was not over 

crowded.  

 

It was Ute's Birthday while we were in Bora Bora and we invited a few friends to the 

Bora Bora Yacht Club for a Birthday lunch....   
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It was a happy event and a good time was had by all, some of whom sailed from 

anchorages at the far end of the island to be with us. 

 

Though there was still one small island to go (Vai'ea), we made Bora Bora our last 

stop in the Society Islands and  on August 23rd set off on the 680nm sail towards 

Suvarov, one of the Northern Cook Islands..............   

 

As time was now a serious consideration, we decided to make it our only stop in that 

group of islands and what an idillic place it is! Suvarov (or Suwwarrow) was made 

famous some years ago when a Kiwi guy named Tom Neale lived there on his own for 

a few years and then wrote a book about it called "An Island to Oneself". (well worth a 

read!) 

 

                       

                              Suvarov Warden and his family 

 

As it is technically one of the Cook Islands, it is now run as a "National Park" by the 

Government in Rarotonga and nowadays is inhabited only by a Ranger or Warden and 

his family who go there just for the six month "Season".  Through the cyclone season it 

is uninhabited. As we sailed in through the pass in the reef we were a little 

disappointed to find seventeen other boats already there!  It is so remote that Cruisers 

and the occasional fishing boat are the only people to call there but word has spread 

and it has become a very popular stop for cruising boats..........  and I'm not surprised!  

 

It is basically an atoll just like any of those in the Tuamotus,  a big ring of little coral 

islands or "Motus",  only one of which is inhabited and that is "Anchorage Island" 

where Tom Neale lived. In fact it had been a Lookout or Observation Post during the 

Second World War, Tom Neale had lived in the huts built by the Military and those 

huts are still there and used by the Warden's family though they are pretty dilapidated.  

 

We did two outings to different motus while we were there, one to "Gull Island" where 

there are thousands of Sooty Terns, Frigate Birds and a few Tropic Birds nesting.                                  
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        Nesting Frigate Birds                                                   Tropic Bird 

                                                                 (Look for the single long thin red tail feather?) 

 

The other visit was to "One Tree Island" where we moored the dinghies and walked 

along the reef to "Bird Island" and then on to "Turtle Island". Again there were 

thousands of nesting birds but no turtles on Turtle Island which is actually one of the 

bigger motus, rising to the dizzy height of 15ft above sea level and has some quite 

dense "Jungle". Our guide was the warden's 13y/o son who took us through the jungle 

and showed us many interesting things including several ginormous Coconut Crabs. 

 

 

                       
                                                              Coconut Crab 

 

The bigger ones must have been about 18" "legspan" though the shell was no more 

than about 4" across.  They have small but incredibly powerful pincers......  so 

powerful in fact that they can break open a coconut! Indeed we saw one eating a 

coconut that it had broken it's way into. Most of them were a bright blue colour though 

they also come in orange or brown. 

 

I have never seen such clear water as we found in the lagoon......  there was coral 

everywhere and even when the water was 50ft deep you could see the coral on the 

bottom......  and the fish! I have never seen so many fish.....  BIG ones that are good to 

eat! Although Suvarov is a National Park, fishing is allowed and most people spent a 

lot of time at it.....  To begin with I was not so successful, catching  just the one 



 11 

grouper and then nothing for several days.......  But one day I caught TWO good sized 

"Blue-fin Trevallies", each about 15" long and plenty for two people. PLUS a nice big 

Grouper, about 18" long which was enough for four people. 

 

                       
                                         Grouper...... Very good eating! 

 

Several friends from other boats had arrived in the previous couple of days, one of 

whom had a guitar so we had a wonderful BBQ on the beach and sang well known 

songs as the Sun went down.  That was a very special evening.  

 

Another memorable evening was when, on their way to Suvarov, one of the boats 

caught a huge Blue Marlin.  To hear them tell how they wrestled it aboard was an 

entertaining tale in itself.....  This fish was FAR too big for them to eat themselves so 

they held a mega BBQ on the beach and invited all the boats in the anchorage.....  That 

fish fed FORTY people and there was still some left over!  At that Barbie there were 

three guitarists and a girl off one of the boats had brought a HARP with her!   'Another 

VERY special evening that we will remember for a loooong time to come. 

 

       A memorable barbie........ 
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The one big problem in Suvarov is the sharks.....  and they were everywhere. Several 

people had a problem with sharks taking the fish they had caught as they were winding 

them in! We have all heard how the shark has an incredible sense of smell and can 

smell blood from a long way away......  well can confirm that it's true! We were asked 

not to throw the cleanings from the fish we caught into the water in the anchorage as it 

would attract the sharks so most people took their bucket of fish offal some distance 

out into the lagoon to dump it......  One of the boats did that but decided to wash all 

their gear in a bucket on board and then tipped that gungey water over the side and 

within a few seconds they had NINE sharks around their boat!  Most were Black-

tipped sharks which are not regarded as particularly aggressive but I saw two Grey 

sharks and possibly one "lemon shark" and both of those types are said to be 

dangerous. 

 

                
                                             Sharks were everywhere 

 

Despite the sharks, Suvarov is a very special place, I'm not a bit surprised that Tom 

Neale wanted to live there and Ute and I were really sad to leave........   Sadly,  I don't 

suppose we will ever go back.......... 

 

We spent about ten days in Suvarov and after that we still had around 2,700nm to go to 

Australia and were starting to get concerned about the amount of time we had left so 

from there it was really a case of "heads down" and head for Australia with little more 

than "Pit-stops" at the remaining island groups.  
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                           It was tough......  but someone had to do it! 

 

 

Saturday 21
st
 March: RYA Cruising Conference 

 

       There is still time to book, and it’s FREE and online 

 

https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/events/Pages/cruising-conference-2021.aspx  

 

                                                      

What sort of craft is this? 
                                 

                                         
 

https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/events/Pages/cruising-conference-2021.aspx
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Lockdown Cooking: Number 2 
 

 

Traditional Hot Cross Buns 

   

 
 

 

Makes 8 large or 12 small 

 

250g Strong bread flour                                                       Batter for crosses 

7g quick acting dried yeast                                                  3tbsp flour 

½tsp. salt                                                                              water to mix 

25g margarine or butter  

25g sugar                                                                             Glaze 

50g dried fruit                                                                     4tbsp sugar 

½tsp. mixed spice                                                                4tbsp water 

1 egg 

100ml warm milk 

 

Oven Temperature – Gas 6 / 200°C 

 

Method  

1. Rub fat into flour, salt, sugar, spice and yeast. 

2. Whisk egg and milk together.  Use to mix flour mixture to soft dough. 

3. Tip out onto a floured surface. Knead for 5 minutes until smooth elastic dough is 

formed. 

4. Divide into 8 equal pieces. 

5. Knead into round rolls. Place on an oiled, floured baking tray. 

6. Place in a warm place to PROVE – double in size. 

7. Whilst buns are rising make the batter – mix flour with enough water to make a 

thick batter that you can pipe on buns. 

8. When buns have doubled in size, pipe batter crosses on top. 

9. Place in hot oven – cook for approx. 12 – 15 mins until brown and sound hollow 

when you tap the bottom of the bun. 
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10. Whilst buns are cooking – make the sugar glaze – heat water and sugar over a 

gentle heat – do not allow to boil – until sugar has dissolved. 

11. Immediately you take the buns out of the oven, brush the glaze all over the buns to 

give glossy sticky finish. 

12. Eat and enjoy. 

 

 

Chocolate Hot Cross Buns 

 

Replace the dried fruit and mixed spices with: 

50g chocolate chips   

1tbsp Cocoa powder 

 

CROSSES  

100g dark chocolate 

1tsp icing sugar 

Whist buns are cooking melt the chocolate and immediately on taking buns out of oven 

pipe the melted chocolate onto buns, then sprinkle with a little icing sugar using a 

sieve. 

NOTE These are best eaten warm- the chocolate is gooey- yum yum!! They ceasily be 

reheated in microwave approx. 10 seconds. 

 

Savoury Hot Cross Buns 

 

Changes to make this time .. 

25g margarine, butter or oil from tomatoes. 

50g finely chopped Sun dried tomatoes 

50g Parmesan cheese – finely grated 

50g strong cheddar – grated 

2- 3 rashers of bacon, grilled and chopped 

 

Crosses  

Beaten egg 

Poppy Seeds 

Carefully glaze with beaten egg and sprinkle poppy seeds to make a cross before 

baking.  

These are best eaten warm, and can be reheat well in microwave or toasted. 

 

Happy Easter  

Di 
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Help needed with defibrillator box  
    

 

You may remember that we received the defib. and box free from the British Heart 

Foundation when I applied under a scheme that they had about 5 or 6 years ago. The 

club was selected to support the whole of the community of Pin Mill, not just the 

members, because of the time delay there would be in getting an emergency response. 

We were very lucky, and we committed to offer some awareness training to club 

members and local people who was interested. We did several sessions and are 

planning to do some more this summer.As a club we committed to care for it, update 

the pads and battery as they expire and make sure it is always available.  

 

The one we have is called an IPAD, for intelligent public assess defibrilator which is 

why it is positions outside. 

 

I check the defibrillator regularly, and bring it home occasionally to dry it out! Bob has 

built a “roof” over the box which has stopped most of the water getting it, but it still 

gets a bit damp. This has caused  mould on the carrying case, but not damaged the 

machine.  

 

The light inside the box is designed to help prevent mould and dampness and keep it  

in good condition, as well as highly visible, but the light has failed. 

 

A new box is very expensive, several hundred pounds, so do we have anyone with 

sufficient specialist knowledge to try to sort this out?......its not just a matter of 

changing a bulb! 

 

It has been taken from the box twice in emergencies, but thankfully was not required. 

One of the casualties was a PMSC member.  

                                                  
Please contact sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk   

                        

                                                        
 

                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

mailto:sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk
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Social/Sailing  
 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the dates on page 1, other provisional dates include: 

 

Friday 25
th

 June BBQ’s start, with normal opening of the bar. 

Sunday 27
th

 June Sunday lunches re-commence   

 

To help with this we are looking for volunteers to help behind the bar, in the galley or 

with the BBQ. Training will be given! 

 

The Pin Mill Barge Match is planned for Saturday Saturday 3
rd

 July 

 

 

All the plan are subject to change depending on rules and guidelines.   

 

                                                           
 

Answer 
 

 

     It is a briganteen. The TS Playfair was built for Toronto Brigantine 

Inc. (the original name of the Brigs organization) as a sail training vessel.  

 

She was commissioned by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in 1973, and remains the 

only Canadian ship to be commissioned by a reigning monarch.  

 

 

https://www.brigs.ca/the_ship  

https://www.brigs.ca/the_ship
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Notices to Mariners  
  

                                                  

                                                     

          https://hha.co.uk/news/notices-to-mariners/  

 

 

                                                 

Tides  
 

                                                      

 

                            
 

 

                                                           
                                               

 

https://hha.co.uk/news/notices-to-mariners/


 19 

 

 


