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For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk  , and Follow us on Facebook. 

 

 

        

            

                       

 
 

 
 

 

 

What a weekend of offshore racing with Pin Mill Sailing Club 

doing outstandingly  well in the Haven Combined Clubs and a 

Top 3 finish in the EAORA East Coast Race to the Goodwin’s 

and back via a course with 22 marks in it to get around the 

sandbanks.. 

 

Well done to all the sailors involved, PMSC is really getting 

recognised on the water again  

 

 

                                                    

 

 

 

         

Club open    (rule of 6) 

Friday 11
th

 June 

 

Sunday 6
th

 June  

Sunday 20
th

 June  

 

Friday 25
th

 June 

Friday BBQs start 

 

 

         
 

Saturday 10
th

 July 

Discover sailing open day 

New members evening  

Launch of PMSC Bursary 

Scheme  

 

July 17
th

/18
th

  

Deben Cruise                                                          

 

 

Follow us on Facebook. 

Pin Mill Sailing Club Social, 

and click follow  

 
 

The next newsletter will be in July.  

Contributions as early as possible 

please to; 

Circular@pmsc.org.uk or 

sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk  

 

Photographs welcome

 

Diary                               June 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
mailto:sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk
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Sunday Lunch at the club ..  a great success  
 

 

Many thanks to volunteers Mark, Nicola behind the bar and 

Di & Bob in the kitchen. 
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Next openings: 

 

Friday 11
th

 June and Sunday 20
th

 June. BBQ’s start on Friday 25
th

 June, we hope! 

                                                   

 

                                                                               

Sailing  
   

James Ackland has done it again.  Three wins out of 3 races, AND PMSC got a 1st and 

2nd place in the last Haven Combined Club Series race.        
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Sailing ..  Save the  date   
 

 

 

   Saturday 10
th

 July will be the RYA sponsored open day at the club, 

formerly called “Push the Boat Out” 

 

We hope to have lots of people at the club and that some will go afloat in the clubs 

kayaks and canoes, watch a demonstration of stand up paddle boarding by Susie Patten 

and Nikki Ruffles or perhaps go out in a dinghy from Shotely Sailing Club, supported 

by Jon Humby. Also on offer will be hot dogs and burgers from the BBQ and ice 

creams from the galley, and of course the bar will be open at lunch time. 

 

Any members who can offer support either afloat or ashore would be a great help, and 

we hope to attract visitors, who may become members! Anyone with a rowing dinghy, 

sailing or rowing, could offer a guided opportunity or perhaps ferry people to their 

yacht for a short sail on the river. Buoyancy aids for adults or children that we could 

borrow for the day would be useful too. 

 

 

Volunteering Opportunities at the club 
 

 

1. Stocktake of the club merchandise 

 

                             
 

The club polo, sweatshirts and other merchandise are in the cupboard near the bar and 

we are looking for two volunteers to do a stocktake please. It should take no longer  

than about an hour, and in the galley tea and coffee are available to take a break on the 

deck and admire the view, and watch the activity on the river.   
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2. Screen in games room  

 

The bottom right hand corner of the screen has minor damage. The screen has pulled 

out as can be seen in the photograph. It’s about 20cm long 

 

Has anyone any experience of this sort of problem? 

 

If so please volunteer as if this damage might get worse and a new screen would have 

to be bought.  

 

                     
  

 

3. Window frames in the games room  

 

                         
 

 

 

All three of the side windows need to be treated with teak oil. A two or three person 

job should take no more than two hours.   

 



 

 7 

Thanks to club member who have already been helping. 

 

Giles Whittaker has replaced the tiles in the PMSC men's shower.  

 

                                 
 

Thanks also to John for the very complicated job of fixing the lighting and 

heating mechanism in the defibrillator box. This had been a problem for some 

time and we were very concerned that the defibrillator would be damaged by 

getting damp.  

 

4. Plant tubs  

Thanks Bob for sorting out the tub by the gate, but the other one is in a state! We 

need two volunteer gardeners for about two hours to replant the other one please?  

 

                      
 

To volunteer for any of these job please email circular@pmsc.org.uk 

 

                                                    
 

mailto:circular@pmsc.org.uk


 

 8 

  Cruise to Ramsholt 17
th

 & 18
th

 July  
 

 

Do you fancy a weekend cruise up the coast in company with other PMSC Members 

and a night in the beautiful river Deben? Whether you are a Deben veteran or a first 

timer ‘over the bar’, it is a short but very satisfying cruise, with beautiful scenery, 

excellent scope for birdwatching, and is easily accomplished in a weekend with no 

early start or late finish!  

 

Covid-19 rules and precautions have resulted in our regular hosts the Ramsholt Arms 

no longer accepting bookings: they now only work on a first come first served basis 

which sadly makes it impractical to arrange a group meal there.  

 

Similar complications apply to the limited choice of alternative eateries, and picnic-ing 

is prohibited on the Ramsholt Foreshore so cruise participants wanting to avoid the 

inevitably long pub queues are advised to take food provisions with them! 

 

Having said that we are delighted to announce that the Club has kindly offered to 

donate a bottle of wine to every PMSC boat registered on the cruise: all that is required 

will be to dinghy across to Astraea on the day when the boats are moored for a chat 

and to collect it! 

                             A bottle of wine for all boats that cross the bar! 

 

As always all skippers are of course responsible for their own navigation and the safety 

of their vessel and crew but the following information may be useful:- 

       

As always all skippers are of course responsible for their own navigation and the safety 

of their vessel and crew but the following information may be useful:- 

 

The proposed itinerary (weather permitting) is:-  

 

Saturday 17
th

 July  (HW Harwich 1734 BST) – depart the Orwell and ‘push the tide’ 

up the coast in time to cross the Deben bar a little before HW and carry the flood up to 

Ramsholt, where moorings will be available. 

 

Prior arrangements will be made with Harbourmaster George Collins (Mob 07930 

304061) for moorings to be available including overnight – just phone him when you 

arrive at Ramsholt and he will direct you to a mooring suitable for your size of boat. 
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Sunday 18
th

 July  (HW Harwich 18.34 BST) – depart Ramsholt in time to cross the 

Deben bar by HW-2 and carry the flood down the coast and into the Orwell, arriving 

Pin Mill around HW.  

 

Those keen to avoid pushing the tide to the mouth of the river may opt to depart 

Ramsholt before LW and await the flood on a mooring at Felixstowe Ferry. 

 

The best track for entering the River Deben changes every year – latest pilotage 

information can be found at http://www.eastcoastpilot.com/downloads.html   and F 

Ferry Hr John White (07803 476621) is very helpful if you have any questions about 

the river entrance. 

 

If you would like to join in this cruise in company, please email 

richard.kirkup@outlook.com  giving your boat name and type, and probable number of 

crew. 

 

See you afloat! 

 

                      
 

 

                  https://hha.co.uk/news/notices-to-mariners/  

http://www.eastcoastpilot.com/downloads.html
mailto:richard.kirkup@outlook.com
https://hha.co.uk/news/notices-to-mariners/
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“The Golden  Horizon” 
                                            

                                                       

 
 

 

“Golden Horizon”, the world’s largest square-rigged ship is due to begin her maiden 

cruise from Harwich on 1st July.   

 

The 162-metre long ship, which is operated by Tradewind Voyages, of Suffolk, is a 

replica of the 1913 five-masted barque, “France II”, built in 1913. She is powered by 

35 sails, with an engine back-up, but her operators expect to be under sail for 70 of her 

cruising, with speeds between ten and 17 knots. 

 

“Golden Horizon” has accommodation for 272 passengers and is equipped with a two-

tier restaurant, five bars, three pools – including an 18ft dive pool spanning two decks 

– and a water sports platform, as well as a spa. 

 

Her first series of cruises will be around Scotland’s east and west coasts. On 4th 

August she will again depart from Harwich for cruises along the English south coast.  

After cruises to the Norwegian fjords and Denmark, the ship will cross the 

Mediterranean for three Adriatic voyages, including visits to Venice and Split – the 

Croatian city where the ship was built. 

 

A planned Maritime Silk Route voyages will be replaced by two voyages in the 

Arabian Gulf and a 14-night sailing from Dubai to Singapore. Later itineraries will 

include Australia, the Indian Ocean, Japan, Alaska, the Americas and the Pacific 

islands. 
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RYA News  
                                                                                                     

         https://www.rya.org.uk/search?term=news      

 

Do you want newsletter in print?  
 

 

In a month or so it will be possible to print and post the newsletter again. If you, or 

someone you know, would like the newsletter this way please email 

circular@pmsc.org.uk  

                                                 
          

Tides  
 

                            

                                     
                              

                            

                                                           
 

https://www.rya.org.uk/search?term=news
mailto:circular@pmsc.org.uk
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This occasional series of articles is drawn from the letters we sent home during our 

circumnavigation.  The last article got us to the atoll of Suvarov and having dillied 

here and dallied there, by the time we left Suvarov we were getting a bit concerned 

about time and the approaching cyclone season.  So with apologies for the brevity of 

some of what follows it's onwards to Oz............                                            

 

                           Walzing Damarri 
 

We spent about ten days in Suvarov but we still had nearly 3,000 nm to go to Australia 

and were starting to get a bit concerned about the amount of time we had left before 

the start of the cyclone season so from there it was really a case of "heads down" and 

head for Australia with little more than  pit-stops at the remaining island groups.  Soon 

after leaving Suvarov on the way to Samoa we caught our biggest fish to date.....  and 

frankly, I hope I never catch another as big! It was a "Yellow-Finned Tuna", a really 

beautiful fish that weighed in at substantially more than 30lbs.....  I know that because 

my scales go up to 28 lbs and it pulled the springy bit right out!              

                                   

Tuna of various types are very plentiful in the Pacific and we thought we had eaten our 

fill thank you.....  but the Yellow-Finned type is certainly the nicest to eat......  and we 

ate it every which way, including "en cru" (raw) for about a week......  then we arrived 

in Samoa and had to throw the rest away. (Relief!) 

Samoa was "nice" but unspectacular,  comparatively civilized and the people were 

very friendly.  We hired a car, visited the house of Robert Louis Stevenson  and drove 

round a large part of the Island but to be honest we didn't really do it justice. We were 

still shell-shocked from the wonderful experience of our stay in Suvarov and by then 
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we just wanted to get to Australia.  From Samoa we wanted to go a fair bit South to 

Tonga but we had very light winds and we only got as far as Niuatoputapu (fondly 

known as "New Potatoes") which is a very small island belonging to, but well North of 

Tonga. This small isolated island really brought home to us how dependant these 

island communities are on their regular visits from the supply boat. Niuatoputapu is 

supposed to get a supply boat once a month but for some reason it had not called for 

TWO months and there was NO flour or sugar on the island, very little fresh produce 

and NO cigarettes!  The first thing the Customs and Immigration officials asked when 

they came aboard was if we could give them any cigarettes! We were only there a few 

days and fortunately the supply boat came in while we were there.....   

                  

The whole island turned out to greet it and the Quay was a hive of activity for many 

hours while the long awaited supplies were offloaded. Then with a big hoot of it's 

foghorn, it was gone for another month at least........... 

New Potatoes main claim to fame is that it is a place where Humpback Whales go to 

breed and as we sailed out we were treated to the most amazing display of Humpbacks 

"breaching"......  50ft whales jumping almost completely out of the water! Fortunately 

they were a safe distance off but as we continued on our way, we were treated to visits 

first from two whales swimming very close together which came to within a few feet  

of the boat                  
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and then a further visit by a single whale which came within about a boat's length of 

us.....  and since we saw him coming, I was able to take a short movie of that one who 

fortunately "blew" for the camera! These animals are just awesome and it makes us so 

angry to think that the Japanese are still trying to hunt them........ 

It was then about four days sailing to Savu Savu on Fiji's Northern Island of Vanua 

Levu.....  By now we were getting seriously short of time so our stop in Fiji was really 

only an opportunity to have a few days rest and restock the lockers.  We did not do the 

place justice and will return there next year when we plan to cruise both Fiji and Tonga 

at leisure. 

After Fiji it was a bit over eight hundred miles to New Caledonia which turned into a 

very leisurely sail with lots of sunshine and very light winds......  On the way, in the 

middle of the ocean and miles from anywhere , we met a single handed Englishman 

named "Al" who was sailing a very light catamaran and at first overtook us.....  he 

sailed right alongside us and we had quite a chat before he continued on his way, also 

to New Caledonia. Al's boat was very light and fast and so kept moving in the very 

light airs whereas Damarri was at times virtually dead in the water so when our speed 

fell below two knots we decided to use the engine.  In this way we had a sort of "Hare 

and Tortoise" progression over several hundred miles and we got to know Al quite 

well! 

After entering the pass in the reef at the Southern end of New Caledonia, it was about 

forty miles between islands and reefs to the Capitol, Noumea.  Again,  New Caledonia 

looks breathtakingly beautiful......... 

            

but we just didn't have time to see it properly so it was a case of a few days "R&R", 

restock the lockers and off again.........  except that by the time we were ready to go, the 

weather turned really nasty and we had some high winds and very nasty seas which 

delayed our departure for a few days......  There was a widely forecast "weather 

window" approaching and the trick then was to catch the full window with it's 
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favorable winds to take us the last leg to Australia before the next lot of bad weather 

came through. So in fact we left Noumea while the weather was still a bit boisterous 

with lumpy seas and 30Kt winds.  It was quite unpleasant for the first few hours and 

indeed some boats did turn back but by the end of that first day the wind abated 

somewhat and the forecast good weather did duly arrive and we had a relatively 

uneventful seven day passage to Bundaberg, our landfall in Australia.......  I say 

"relatively uneventful" because one morning on the radio we heard a "Mayday" call 

from a boat which had struck a reef off the Northern end of New Caledonia......  

Fortunately there were other boats much closer than we were and in any event the 

French (New Caledonian) rescue services were quickly on hand so we were not 

involved.....  The sailor, a single-handed American, was lifted off by helicopter but 

sadly his boat was lost. 

The official start of the cyclone season is 1st November so we had set ourselves the 

target of reaching Australia by 31st October and we dropped our anchor in Australian 

mud at 0845 Local time on 30th October 2007.  I have to admit that it felt pretty good 

sailing into Bundaberg's Burnett River and as we entered the River we got a mobile 

signal and called my Mum and Dad in Pin Mill and we sang them our own version of 

Walzing Matilda......   

Sailing Damarri, 

Sailing Damarri, 

Who'll come a sailing Damarri with me? 

So she sailed and she sailed 

Till she reached the wonderland of Oz, 

Who'll come a sailing Damarri with me? 

The Marina at Bundaberg is extremely good and the facilities for working and storage 

are also excellent but it is technically still within the Cyclone zone so we wanted to 

find somewhere a bit further South to store Damarri so we would not have to worry 

about such things while we went touring.  After much research we sailed nearly four 

hundred miles down the coast to Yamba on the Clarence River where there is a nice 

small marina that offers good shelter and secure storage. 

We have bought a car and the plan now is to see as much of Australia as we can in the 

next few months.......  I have a cousin in Melbourne and three more in Western 

Australia.  We will spend Christmas in Perth and then do some serious touring. We 

may even fly over to New Zealand for a couple of weeks but we'll have to see how the 

time goes....... that may have to wait until next year.  We want to be back here in 

Yamba by the 1st March to start work on the boat in order to relaunch her by the 

beginning of April.  Then it will be back out into the Pacific to see more of the places 

we didn't have time for this year.......... 


