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June  2016  Newsletter 
For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk 

 

 

        

            

 

The weather has taken on a rather blustery character which must 

mean it’s the start of the sailing season.   Three crews braved a 

fresh south westerly to cross the line for our season opener, a 

passage race to Erwarton Ness.  The planned BBQ at the Ness 

was abandoned as the onshore wind would have made landing 

difficult. Ian Saunders kindly trailed his Dory to the shore to act 

as a water taxi should it have been required.  Hopefully by 11th 

June the conditions will have improved for our cruise in 

company to Brightlingsea and supper at the Colne Yacht Club.  

Members not planning to voyage to Brightlingsea may wish to 

join the Royal Harwich Yacht Club’s ‘Queen’s Birthday Sail 

Past’ also on 11th June; details can be found on our web site. 

 

Non sailing members can look forward to our family friendly 

bike ride on Bank Holiday Monday, 30th May, and, on the 

following Saturday, a guided riverside ramble.  Both events will 

finish at the Clubhouse around 1.30pm for well earned 

refreshments. 

This year’s Mid Summer’s Party will be another Jill Hodgson 

extravaganza.  The theme is a cross between a Gypsy Gathering 

and a Celtic Ceilidh.  Entertainment will include live music, Dog 

Racing, Tarot Card Reading, Gypsy Dancing and a cauldron of 

Andalusian Gypsy Stew (with a vegetarian option).  Dress up, 

find some lucky heather and book early as this will be another 

unmissable evening. 

 

Do keep up to date with our web site events diary as July will be 

a busy month on the water. Starting with the Smacks and 

Working Boats’ race on 9th July, followed by the 55th PMSC 

Thames Barge Match on the 16th July and our Club cruise to 

Wrabness on 23rd July. 

 

Finally on behalf of your committee may I apologise for the 

delay in getting out this year’s Almanac.  It has now been proof 

read and should be with you soon, if not already.  The lateness is 

unacceptable and we will make every effort to ensure that this 

doesn’t happen again. 

 

Happy sailing and hope to see you at the Ceilidh.  I wonder if I 

can borrow Jackie’s gold earrings 

 

 

Malcolm Harding 

Saturday 4
th

 June 

Morning ramble  

 

Saturday 11
th

 June 

Queen’s Birthday Sail Past 

June 11
th

 to 12
th

  

Brightlingsea Cruise 

Sunday 12
th

 June 

Defibrillators + CPR  

 

Saturday 18th June  

Gypsy Ceilidh 

 

Saturday 25
th

 June 

2
nd

 CCRS Race 

 

Saturday 9
th

 July         

Smack Race 

 

Saturday 16
th

 July     

Barge Match 

 

Saturday 23
rd

 July     

Wrabness cruise 

 

Saturday 30
th

 July  

3rd CCRS Race 

 

Saturday 6
th

 August     

Wine tasting + BBQ 1800 

Deben cruise 

 

Saturday 13
th

 August  

4th CCRS HPYC 

 

Saturday 20
th

 August     

Dayboat sail 

 

Follow us on facebook 
The next newsletter will be in late 

May, for JUNE.  Contributions as 

early as possible  please  to; 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

Photographs welcome 

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
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New members 
 

Welcome to             

 

                 

 

Saturday 11
th

 June 

Royal Sail Past  
 

 

      
 

How to dress a boat overall for the 

Royal Sail Past, which will be 

followed by a garden party on the 

RHYC lawn.         

 

 

Start time 1630, HW 1727 

 

There will be two processions – one 

under engine and one under sail.  

The under engine fleet will depart 

from the area between the East 

Bridge and Pond Ooze buoys and be 

led by the Club’s President, whilst 

those under sail, led by the Ajax 

Class captain, will follow a course 

to be determined on the day 

depending on wind direction and 

will either be in an Easterly 

direction from Priory buoy or in 

Westerly direction from No. 5 buoy.  

The fleet under sail should move 

outside the main channel and boats 

under engine are asked to keep at a 

distance of 3 boat length.  Boats 

under sail should aim to observe a 

similar distance but only if 

conditions allow. 

 

The salute will be taking by 

Commander John Adams RNR, and 

he will be situated at the RHYC flag 

mast.  Boats are asked to only return 

to the RHYC marina once the last 

participant has passed the salute 

line.  Both the start and finish of the 

procession will be signalled by 

firing the Club’s cannon. 

 

 

A registration form MUST be 

completed and return to the RHYC 

by Monday 6
th

 June.  

The form is on the website.  

 

 

Saturday 4th June 

Morning Ramble 
 

Don’t forget that you are invited to a 

sedate stroll to enjoy the local 

wildlife and scenery.  Meet at the 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_pdOunOnLAhWBHQ8KHZPgALUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.kreativebunting.co.uk/royal-celebrations.html&psig=AFQjCNFW9mXcdSQyuj2Wk4TzpWsIKawqkA&ust=1459455144961653
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwig05rztfPMAhWC5BoKHd7RBzgQjRwIBw&url=http://followtheboat.com/well-keep-the-boat-flag-flying-here/&bvm=bv.122676328,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGyhERSFMWlJhVG5ms-i_ARZuM6qg&ust=1464203471950623
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Club at about 10ish and amble off 

sometime after then. 

 

 
 

After the walk, at about 1230, a 

snack lunch of bacon rolls (or meat 

free equivalent) and cake will be 

available at the Club.  Dogs will be 

most welcome. 

 

 

June 11
th

 and 12
th

 

Brightlingsea Cruise 

in Company 
 

  Fancy a nice sail with the tide 

down the coast, an overnight stay in 

Brightlingsea and a trip ashore 

including a visit to The Colne Yacht 

Club? 

 

 
 

 

On the Sunday an early HW offers 

the chance to carry the tide back up 

the coast with plenty of time for a 

leisurely lunch at anchor in the 

Stour or Orwell, before carrying the 

flood back up to Pin Mill. You can 

then be back with plenty of time for 

a cuppa before packing up the boat 

with (especially if you haven't done 

the trip before) the satisfaction of 

having 'been somewhere' – and in 

good company! 

 

All skippers are of course 

responsible for their own navigation 

and safety, but information and help 

on mooring in Brightlingsea will be 

provided nearer the time.    

 

Please contact Rick Kirkup 

(rick.kirkup@btinternet.com ) if you 

are interested in coming along: if 

you don't have a boat why not get on 

to a friend who has and persuade 

them to take you along 

 

         

Sunday 12
th

 June 

Defibrillator + CPR 
 

         
 

Come along to the club on Sunday 

12
th

 June at 1130 to hear more about 

the defibrillator and do some CPR 

practice.  

 

 

 

Coffee from 1100, for all those who 

agree to have a go! 

 

             

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjszc7E-OrLAhXCKw8KHRo5AooQjRwIBw&url=http://www.freeimages.com/premium/grunge-shoe-tracks-591341&bvm=bv.118353311,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNGjz987FKg94aoney3ePgVXOgE7TA&ust=1459514266196860
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjszc7E-OrLAhXCKw8KHRo5AooQjRwIBw&url=http://www.freeimages.com/premium/grunge-shoe-tracks-591341&bvm=bv.118353311,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNGjz987FKg94aoney3ePgVXOgE7TA&ust=1459514266196860
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjszc7E-OrLAhXCKw8KHRo5AooQjRwIBw&url=http://www.freeimages.com/premium/grunge-shoe-tracks-591341&bvm=bv.118353311,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNGjz987FKg94aoney3ePgVXOgE7TA&ust=1459514266196860
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwje3KuUzPPMAhVoCcAKHXV1D3QQjRwIBw&url=http://www.stmargaretward.co.uk/news/british-heart-foundation-cpr-training&bvm=bv.122676328,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNH-r4TSiDsGbti7yReXK2PtBxbqVQ&ust=1464208133657440
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwifg8y-wvfMAhWhL8AKHY-QDYwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.cimr.cam.ac.uk/images/bhf-logo/image_view_fullscreen&psig=AFQjCNFb65EXh98Wt7IIulbXUT4Aq4Iiuw&ust=1464344456574933
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Art Show at the   Open 

Weekend  
 

 

Our club is home to some unique 

talent, across a broad range of 

professions and skills, something 

which we are very proud of and 

happy to showcase for the benefit of 

members and the wider community. 

 

So, thank you to those artists who 

displayed their varied works, from 

watercolours and oil paintings to 

fabulous pottery: Keith Waite 

(curated by Renee Waite), Michael 

Coulter, John Shave and Sue 

Williams, Anthony Osler, Jill 

Hodgson, and Kate Reynolds and 

Rob Wickens.  

 

During the evening, Kate gave a 

fascinating talk about how her 

family, especially her father – the 

sculptor Bernard Reynolds - 

inspired her work, and the creative 

processes behind each item.  She 

runs courses if you want to ‘have a 

go’, yourself. 

 

 

Saturday 6th August 

Wine Tasting + BBQ 
 

 

  

 

 

Lidl’s wines have a growing 

reputation for quality and price, 

especially amongst some members, 

including our Commodore, who 

suggested we have a tasting!  

 

So, we have secured one of their 

wine buyers, Richard Bampfield, 

who is a Master of Wine, to bring a 

selection to us at the club and talk us 

through the ‘best buys’ in a range up 

to £12. He’s coming all the way 

from Maidstone in his own time, so 

I hope there will be a good turnout 

to welcome him, and pick our 

favourites to stock behind the bar, as 

well as to fill our own wine racks at 

home.  

The tasting will be followed by a 

BBQ. We do need to know numbers 

and a booking form for both the 

tasting and the BBQ will be on line 

and in the club. 

 

We have two Lidl stores in Ipswich: 

London Road, and Ravenswood, to 

make future purchases. 

 

NOTE: Anyone with barbecuing 

skills who is willing to help on the 

night, please contact Social 

Secretary: 

Judyterry@btinternet.com 

  

                    

August 6th and 7th 

Deben Cruise 
 

 

Do you fancy a weekend cruise up 

the coast in company with other 

PMSC Members and a night in the 

beautiful river Deben? Whether you 

are a Deben veteran or a first timer 

‘over the bar’, it is a short but very 

satisfying cruise, with beautiful 

scenery, excellent scope for 

birdwatching, and the option of a 

meal on Saturday night at the 

picturesque Ramsholt Arms pub.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwisiKbw-fXMAhVKIcAKHQFTAtkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.globalwomenconnected.com/2015/12/how-many-units-and-calories-in-a-bottle-of-wine/&psig=AFQjCNEUL4PXcPS-fFgTitZZgcRvn4K69w&ust=1464290616391953
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The proposed itinerary (weather 

permitting) is:-  

 

Saturday 6
th

  Aug (HW 

Harwich 14:52 BST) – depart 

the Orwell in time to cross the 

Deben bar before HW and carry 

the flood up to Ramsholt, with 

plenty of time to relax before 

going ashore for dinner at the 

Ramsholt Arms. Prior 

arrangements will be made with 

the Harbour master for 

moorings to be available 

including overnight. 

 

 

Sunday 7
th

  Aug (HW Harwich 

15:26 BST) – depart Ramsholt 

in time to cross the Deben bar 

by HW-2 and carry the flood 

down the coast and into the 

Orwell, arriving Pin Mill 

around HW. Those keen to 

avoid pushing the tide may opt 

to depart Ramsholt before LW 

and await the flood at 

Felixstowe Ferry where there 

are usually plenty of vacant 

moorings for a short stay. 

 

The bar across the entrance to the 

River Deben bar changes every year 

– latest pilotage information can be 

found at  

 

 

http://www.eastcoastpilot.com/down

loads.html  

 

 

 

 

 

                

 
 

 

If you would like to join in please 

email rick.kirkup@btinternet.com 

(or phone 07973 248083) giving 

your boat name and probable 

number of crew, so that we can let 

the HM know how many boats 

would like a mooring and also how 

many of your crew wish to eat at the 

Ramsholt Arms on Saturday 

evening. 

 

 

 
 

 

              

http://www.eastcoastpilot.com/downloads.html
http://www.eastcoastpilot.com/downloads.html
mailto:rick.kirkup@btinternet.com
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The voyage of 

Damarri continues .....  
 

Dear All, 

 

We certainly didn’t set any records 

but we have finally made it to 

Grenada after a passage of 26 

Days…… 

 

We thoroughly enjoyed our stay in 

Tenerife.  Having flown there so 

often and indeed stopped in the 

South of the Island a couple of times 

back in the 70s and 80s,  I had 

developed a somewhat jaundiced 

view of Tenerife. How wrong I was!   

The only reason we stopped there 

this time was because it was an easy 

and convenient “tech stop” to 

prepare for the crossing.  However 

once we had done all the jobs that 

needed doing, we hired a car for a 

couple of days and did a bit of 

touring round…… I have to say it is 

a really beautiful island once you 

get away from the main tourist traps. 

Much of the island is green and 

fertile but our trip up Mount Teide 

was an experience we will never 

forget……  I only wish I was a 

geologist and understood more 

about what we saw!  There was an 

incredible variety of sceneries and 

terrains.  In places it looks a bit like 

the moon and in other places it looks 

as though the earth has tried to turn 

itself inside out, which I suppose in 

a way it has. 

 

We finally set sail from Tenerife on 

Friday 16th Dec…..  There is a 

really nice custom that when 

somebody leaves on a long voyage,  

all the other boats sound their fog 

horns to wish them “Bon Voyage” 

and I have to admit to having felt 

just a bit emotional as they all gave 

us a great send-off……   even a big 

Dutch Square Rigger sounded her 

horn for us! 

 

 

 
 

       The road up Mt. Teide 

 

 

We had got used to having a third 

crew member on board and had got 

into a routine that rather relied on 

having that extra pair of hands.  So 

when it happened that time ran out 

and Peter decided that he was not 

going to be able to do the Atlantic 

with us,  we were just a little 

apprehensive as to how we would 

cope……  In fact we need not have 

worried.  Ute has been fantastic.  

She is always there when needed to 

wind this in or let that out and does 

her night watches like a seasoned 

mariner!  I am ashamed to admit 

that I have played very little part in 

running the galley beyond providing 

the odd fish to cook in it and making 

cups of tea.  How Ute has managed 

in some of the conditions we have 

had is quite beyond me but even in 

what we have come to call “Wobble 

State 5” she has produced varied, 

filling and tasty HOT meals…….  A 

better crew hath no man! 

 

Our main problem for much of the 

voyage was lack of wind……  We 

had heard over the grapevine that 

the Trade Winds were quite far 

south this year and were expecting 

to have to go down to about 15 

degrees North to find them. In the 
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event, we were sailing past the 

island of Santo Antao (Cape Verdes) 

on Christmas Eve and did consider 

stopping in the Cape Verde Islands 

for Christmas and to pick up some 

more fuel and stores as the going 

had been pretty slow up to that 

point.  However we thought 

everything would be closed over the 

Christmas period and the indications 

were that the winds would be 

picking up quite soon so we decided 

to press on. 

 

 

 
 

             Christmas at sea 

 

 

 
 

             Merry Christmas! 

 

I won’t give a blow by blow account 

of the voyage but suffice it to say 

that there were highs and lows.  A 

major concern for a few days was 

the rogue tropical storm “Zeta”, 

which we believe was the latest ever 

recorded.  Right from it’s inception 

it was not expected to come our way 

and was expected to fizzle out 

without ever amounting to much so 

to begin with we did our best to 

ignore it……... There is an HF radio 

weather guru named “Herb” who 

provides a specific weather forecast 

for boats that register with him.  We 

had not registered but had been 

listening in to hear what he had to 

say to other boats in our area.  So 

when Zeta was reported as heading 

straight for us,  even though it was 

still 400 miles away I panicked and 

registered with Herb who was very 

reassuring and thankfully absolutely 

right when he said it would be 

turning away from us and fizzling 

out within a couple of days…….  

’Still it concentrated the mind for a 

little while as I’m sure you can 

imagine!  

 

There are several HF radio “nets” 

for different parts of the world and 

we registered with the “Trans 

Atlantic Maritime Mobile Net” run 

by a lovely lady called Trudi from 

her home in Barbados.  She and a 

guy in France who operates as a 

relay station for her were 

enormously helpful to us,  not only 

in giving us weather reports and 

forecasts for the different parts of 

the Atlantic but they also e-mailed 

my Mum and Dad to give them 

daily progress reports and let them 

know that all was well.  They are 

really dedicated folks and we felt we 

got to know them quite well through 

our daily check-ins……   I know my 

Mum and Dad were glad to hear 

from them too! 

 

Apart from just sailing Damarri in 

the way she is meant to be sailed 

and trying out all the equipment,  

other high points were mostly to do 

with the wildlife of the Ocean…….  

We often saw flying fish,  amazing 

little chaps that skim along the 

surface for anything up to 100 yds.  
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Sometimes they even seem to soar 

up and down the face of the larger 

waves.  Fortunately they also seem 

to fly at night when they can’t see 

where they are going and we 

frequently found them on deck in 

the mornings. 

 

 
                                                                              

                 Breakfast 

 

 

Our best “harvest” was 3 fish, and a 

jolly fine breakfast they make too!  

’Very tasty, a bit like sardines. 

 

We did see some more dolphins but 

not very many,  however one of the 

highlights of the whole voyage was 

when we were joined for breakfast 

by some whales.  They stayed 

swimming around and under the 

boat for about TWO HOURS and 

yet we are still not sure how many 

there were because we never saw 

more than one at a time.  

 

 

 
 

Early morning visitor....... a Fin 

whale ? 

There were at least two, probably a 

mother and her calf.  The smaller 

one swam nicely alongside the boat 

so we were able to estimate it’s size 

at 7 - 8 metres.  The larger one was 

much bigger and somewhat longer 

than the boat…….  maybe 15 or 16 

metres in length.  Unfortunately we 

don’t have a decent book on board 

for identifying whales but from what 

we do have,  we think they may 

have been Fin Whales…….   Just 

awesome and frankly a bit 

unnerving as you see them swim 

right under the boat……  and hope 

they’re in a good mood! 

 

Amazingly, even 1000 miles from 

land you find birds….  One we have 

seen quite frequently is a “Leach’s 

Petrel”,  a fragile and solitary bird,  

God knows what it feeds on or how 

it ever finds a mate!  One was 

attracted to and flew into one of the 

lights on our mast one night.  It was 

stunned and fell to the deck so I 

brought it back to the cockpit and 

made it a nest from an old rag so 

that it could rest without sliding all 

over the place…….  He sat there for 

half an hour or so and then he was 

 

 

We haven’t caught that many 

fish…..   just enough to supplement 

our diet.  A total of three tuna each, 

which was enough for the two of us 

for two days, and one Dorado.  

Fortunately the Dorado was only 

about 2ft long….  He put up one hell 

of a fight and once Ute had worked 

her magic, made really excellent 

eating. But I believe they come in 

much larger sizes…… indeed we 

subsequently had two more “bites” 

when the line really screamed out 

and then broke…..  and that was 

50lb line!  I’m not sure we could 

have coped with the ones that got 

away!  A Dorado is a SERIOUS 

fish! 
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So here we are in Grenada.  First 

impressions can be deceptive but if 

this isn’t paradise,   it will do until 

we find something a bit better!  It 

will take a few days to clean the 

boat up and do a few bits of 

maintenance and then we are 

expecting a visit from an old college 

friend for a few days.  After that we 

will be wending our way 

Northwards through the Windward 

and Leeward Islands……..   I know 

it will be tough but well……   

someone has to do it……. 

Happy New Year to One and All! 

Love, Paul and Ute.     

    

                 

Saturday 16
th

 July 

Pin Mill Barge Match . 
 

 

 
 

 

We are expecting 13 Barges this 

year, with a further 4 following, and  

the first Start is 1115 from 

Buttermans Bay. Once again we are 

very grateful to Club Member 

Anthony Osler for the cover 

drawing,   which he also donates as 

the main raffle prize to raise the 

funds to pay for the Match. 

The IPAD, Intelligent Public Access 

Defibrillator or AED,   is to use 

before the emergency services 

arrive. It is 100% safe and cannot 

harm  the patient or the user, but do 

NOT touch the patient when 

instructed by the AED.   

 

In an emergency:    

 

Assess the situation for danger 

Then check: 

 

Is the patient unresponsive and not 

breathing normally?        

     

                   YES  
 

• Dial 999 to get help, use the   

  speaker function on your phone,    

• Start CPR  

• Send someone for the AED  

   from the box at the club 

• Use the AED as soon as possible 

• Unzip the orange case  

• Turn on the defibrillator 

• Pull the pads out from the right          

   hand side of the AED 

• Attach the pads to the patient’s    

   bare chest in the positions shown 

• Follow the audio instructions  

• Do not touch the patient when  

  instructed 

• Push the flashing button when   

   Instructed 

 

            
 

• Re-start CPR immediately  

• Continue shocks + CPR unless the   

   patient  wakes  up, starts moving,   

   opens their eyes and starts   

   breathing normally. 
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A Night to Remember 
20th June   A  Night  to  
Remember 


