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For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk  , and Follow us on Facebook. 

 

 

        

            

                       

 

 

 
                                                    
 

                                   
 

                   and  

 

         Happy  New  Year  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      

 

 

Saturday 5
th

 December                                  
AGM by zoom 

 

 

 

The club will re-open on 

Friday evenings and Sunday 

lunchtimes alternating each 

week, as soon as we are 

allowed to do so.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Follow us on Facebook. 

Pin Mill Sailing Club Social, 

and click follow  

 
The next newsletter will be in late 

January for February.  Contributions 

as early as possible please to; 

Circular@pmsc.org.uk or 

sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk  

 

 

Photographs welcome  

 

 

Diary            December 2020 /  January 2021 

20221 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
mailto:sara@pinmillcruising.co.uk
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AGM Update 
 

Dear Members, 

 

I have taken this opportunity to write to you following the Club’s first ever virtual 

AGM. 

 

Having sent the briefing pack out requesting you to vote prior to the meeting on the 

proposals that were presented by the Committee enabled the meeting to proceed 

swiftly. 

 

I hope that for future years we will be able to return to our normal style of AGM, 

however, the overwhelming response from you would indicate that we need to 

possibly review how we run future AGMs. We had a tremendous response; 25% of the 

eligible voting members returned their vote. This is approximately three times the 

number of attendees that we would normally see on a typical AGM over recent years. 

I would again like to thank the Committee for their tireless work over the last 12 

months, despite the complexities that have arisen due to Covid. 

 

It saddens me that the Club will remain closed for the Christmas and New Year 

festivities this year. They truly are a one of the highlights in our normally busy social 

calendar. 

 

Looking forward to 2021, we will also have to remain fluid with regards to social 

events, but will strive to present a programme of events as National and local 

restrictions allow. It is our aim to open the club – Covid Safe - as soon as we are 

allowed. At the time of writing, it is looking like this will unfortunately be into the 

New Year. 

 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to our two new Committee members. Karen 

Sanderson is taking over from Lucie Breadman as Treasurer and Adam Pallant is 

taking over from Nick Jones as Bar Secretary. They have my full support, and I am 

looking forward to working with them next year. 

 

I also would like to welcome Sara Hopkinson and Lucie Breadman to their new roles 

within the Club, Vice Commodore and Rear Commodore respectively. I trust that you 

will all assist and help them in the undertaking of their duties. 
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So, let’s hope that we can soon return to more ‘normal’ times, and quickly get the club 

back to its former self! 

I wish you and your loved ones a peaceful and safe Christmas, and I look forward to 

welcoming you all back into the Club in the New Year. 

 

All the very best, 

Mark  

Commodore                  

 

Jeffrey Bowles: 1947 - 2020 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Auctioneer, countryman, farmer and past Commodore of PMSC Jeffrey Bowles has 

died. 

 

During his long career he helped to raise hundreds of thousands of pounds for 

charities, particularly farming’s charity, such as the Royal Agricultural Benevolent 

Institution. He was a trustee and then an honorary vice-president of the Royal Norfolk 

Agricultural Association and former chair of the South Norfolk branch of the National 

Farmers’  

 

Locally he sailed a Maldon-built 26ft wooden Stella.  
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Photograph Competition 2020: Results 
 

 

1st Prize & Cleyndert Trophy Winner: 10  Lighten Our Darkness          Tim Crosbie 

 

 

 
 

 

                    
 

 

 

2nd   19                       Rope Reflexions                   Stephanie Stanley 

3rd    42                       Safe Haven                              Graeme Hammond 
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Member’s Choice  2    Morning Calm                                         Ron Watts          

 

 

 
 

Highly Commended 

1      ‘Goose’    Mark Shallow   

5      ‘Boarding will Commence when Covid is Over’     Tim Crosbie 

6     ‘We’ve Been Framed’    Tim Crosbie 

9      ‘Leading Lines’    Tim Crosbie 

11    ‘First Class Accommodation on the Trawler’     Renee Waite  

15    ‘Swan in the Sunset’     Renee Waite 

16    ‘Waves at Napier’     Renee Waite 

17    ‘Swan Family at Pin Mill’     Stephanie Stanley 

22    ‘Boat Shadows’      Stephanie Stanley 

24    ‘Mast’    Jill Hodgson 

26     ‘Jetty’    Jill Hodgson 

 

Commended 

2      ‘Morning Calm’       Ron Watts 

7     ‘SB Rose at Beaumont Quay’    Tim Crosbie 

8      ‘Reach for the Light’     Tim Crosbie 

14    ‘Rushing Water’     Renee Waite 

18    ‘Springtide on the Common’     Stephanie Stanley 

21    ‘Bucket on a stick’      Stephanie Stanley 
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25    ‘Up to the Start’      Jill Hodgson 

33    ‘Evening Ferry’      Shirley Balfe 

36    ‘Reclamation Resurgam’      John Bowen 

37    ‘Lonely Sentinels’      John Bowen 

38    ‘Mud Weed Feeding Time’      John Bowen  

 

Many thanks to Anthony Cullen for braving this unenviable task, yet again.  He has 

offered the following observations: 

 

“I thought the winning shot was very atmospheric, good use of reflections 

and nice composition. Overall very strong entries with thought given to: 

Leading lines (5,9,14,17,19,22,24,26,36,37) 

Silhouettes (1,8,15,19,33,37,42) 

Backlighting (1,5,8,15,16,17,21,33,37,42) 

Composition (1,2,5,6,8,15,17,19,21,24,25,26,33,37,42) 

Time of day (2,7,15,26,21,22,33,42)  

Reflections (2,15,17,26,19,21,33,38,42) 

And, very importantly, for a trying 2020...humour (11)” 

 

Thanks to everyone who has supported this competition and particularly Lee Foster, 

who had to work out how to do it! 

 

Val 

 

                                                    
 

 

Applications for Membership 
    

 

As a result of Covid-19 restrictions it is not practical to post on the Club 

Noticeboard the list of applicants for membership. Therefore, please treat this 

note as formal notification. 

                             

 

The following persons have applied for membership of the Club: 

 

Household membership:  

 

Mr and Mrs A Page. Proposed by Gary Johnson.  Seconder Steve Miller 
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Out of country membership:  

 

Mr A Jillings. Proposed by David Jillings. Seconder Jon Humby 

 

                                                                    

NOTE: Objections must be notified to membership_secretary@pmsc.org.uk   as soon 

as possible. Applicants who do not have a proposer and/or seconder will require an 

interview with a Flag Officer. 

 

 

Graeme Hammond 

. 

                                            
                  

                                                                                   

                                 

   

Saturday 21
st
 November: RYA Affiliated Clubs   

                                            Conference 
  

 

  

 

This was an online national event this year on Saturday 21
st
 November and involved a 

host, various speaker and a virtual exhibitions when it was possible to hear the 

achievement of specific clubs and schemes and a local round up for each area. One of 

the featured clubs was from our region.  

For more details watch the recordings:  

https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/events/Pages/affiliate-conferences.aspx  

 

                                                     

mailto:membership_secretary@pmsc.org.uk
https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/events/Pages/affiliate-conferences.aspx
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The RYA East report was given by Robbie Bell the RDO, Doug MacEwen Regional 

Chair and Alice Davies Deputy Chair was extremely interesting. 2020 has seen a large 

churn of membership at some clubs, with almost 5000 people not renewing their 

membership. Set against this many clubs have had new members, with a total in the 

region of over 2000. This is very encouraging as there have been few if any open days 

and other events. Clubs have also reported an increasing interest is an wider range of 

on water sports, including canoeing, paddle boarding, rowing and open water 

swimming. 

                                                           

                                                        

All the time: The club needs your help  
 

 

The club may still be shut for Friday evening and Sunday lunches but we could still 

use some help please. 

 

Even if you prefer not to help behind the bar with its hi tec till system, there are jobs 

that can be done. One that is obvious and that could be done while totally socially 

distanced is sorting out the piles of leaves. Di and Peter did this before our first 

opening in September, but now there are loads more. If you could put them into your 

brown bin or take them to the tip for us, don’t wait just do it and warm up on a cold 

day.  

.  
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Social events at the club in 2021 
                                       

 

 

Looking forward in these unprecedented times to the social calendar for 2021 is 

difficult given the Government rules and guidelines. Sad to say, the normal Christmas 

Eve Carols in the club, the Morris Men on Boxing day nor the New Years Eve Party 

were possible this year, but despite the cold,  many members and locals gathered on  
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the somewhat soggy common at Pin Mill to sing carols on Christmas Eve. Thanks to 

Chepin projects and Pin Mill locals for organising this.  

 

Burns Night, which would ordinarily be on the 23
rd

 January will not be happening 

either, as it involves too much movement i.e. performance and dancing.  

 

We hope to hold the following annual Social events, covid government guidelines 

permitting  

 

 Good Friday Working Party 2
nd

 April  

 Fitting Out Supper Saturday 17
th

 April  

 Barge Match Saturday 3
rd

 July  

 Photo Competition weekend of 9
th

 and 10
th

 October  

 Laying Up Supper Saturday 16
th

 October  

 Christmas Lunch Sunday 12
th

 December  

 New Year’s Eve 31
st
 December  

 

Other events maybe possible depending on members ideas and volunteering to arrange 

and hold the event, facilitated by the Social Sec.  

 

In addition we hope too that Fitting out Lunches will be possible too, starting on the 7
th

 

March, as well as the Friday Night BBQ’s starting on 28
th

 May and running until 27
th

 

August. These would be held in line with the Bar Openings at the time.  

 

The Clubs bar opening times once permitted, and if there are sufficient volunteers will 

be: 

  

On the 1st & 3rd Sunday each month we will open at lunchtime  

On the 2nd & 4th Friday each month we will open in the evening, with a Quiz Night 

on the 4th Friday until the 23rd April  

 

Please contact Jill Hodgson 01473 780330 should you have any suggestions or would 

like to volunteer to help, or to hold an event. 

 

 

Additional grant. 

 

The club has received an additional grant.  

 

This smaller grant of over £1000 was to provide added support to clubs that were open 

during the summer for their members. We should all thank the members who organsed 

to make the club corvid secure and those who supported the opening by coming for a 

drink or bacon roll for helping us earn this.  
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The Harwich Leisure Vessels Committee reported that both maintenance and large 

scale capital dredging will be taking place over the next months and years, with the 

vast majority of the dumping well clear of areas of recreational sailing. However there 

will be some dumping at Stone Point, Walton Backwaters, inside the line of lighters, in 

support of an RSPB project for Little Terns. 

 

Additionally floating the large pipeline will return to the River Stour. 

 

Details of the progress with these projects can be found on the Harwich Haven 

Authority websire.           https://hha.co.uk/  

 

There were 100 safety reports this year, of which about 30% involved small craft. 

These including cases of boats adrift, sinking or abandoned, speeding and  engine 

failure, but the largest number where of boats crossing ahead of commercial vessels or 

mis-use of the deep water route. Skippers should keep a good look-out and monitor 

VTS traffic on VHF channel 71  in these areas especially if ships are constrained by 

their draught or restricted in their ability to manoeuvre. Particular care should be taken 

when crossing beween the Shotley Spit to the Guard buoys.  

 

There were 25 incidents in the harbour area in 2020, of which only 1 involved a small 

craft, when a ship had to take evasive action to avoid a collision by making a 360° 

turn. In such as case prosecution might be possible, but HHA were keen to stress that 

the safety record for the harbour is generally excellent with a very high standard of 

skippering. 

 

Mention was also made of MAIB Safety Bulletin issued to highlight the danger of 

carbon monoxide poisoning following another incident which caused two fatalities. 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5f85ac6c8fa8f561ce5417d7/2020-SB2-

Diversion.pdf  

 

 

To support local boating HHA have again published The Harwich Harbour Yachting 

Guide and tide tables and the 2021 editions have been delivered to the club and, there 

are some outside the club available for collection. 

 

It can also be downoaded, as can the tide tables.  

 

https://hha.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/HHA-YACHTING-GUIDE-WEB-

2021.pdf  

 

 

 

https://hha.co.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5f85ac6c8fa8f561ce5417d7/2020-SB2-Diversion.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5f85ac6c8fa8f561ce5417d7/2020-SB2-Diversion.pdf
https://hha.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/HHA-YACHTING-GUIDE-WEB-2021.pdf
https://hha.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/HHA-YACHTING-GUIDE-WEB-2021.pdf
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. 

                           
 

 

 

https://hha.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/12128-HHA-TIDE-TABLES-2021-

v4.pdf  

 

 

 

Harwich Haven Authority, together with the Port of Felixstowe, Essex County 

Council, Suffolk County Council, Tendring District Council, East Suffolk Council and 

the Haven Gateway to submit a bid to become one of the UK’s new Freeports. 

 

Achieving Freeport status will enable Haven port operators, local businesses and the 

wider community to benefit from tax reliefs, simplified customs procedures and 

improved access to government funding opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://hha.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/12128-HHA-TIDE-TABLES-2021-v4.pdf
https://hha.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/12128-HHA-TIDE-TABLES-2021-v4.pdf
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The first online RYA Cruising Conference will be open for booking in mid-January. 

 

The conference will cover issues for cruising members, EU crusing guidance for 2021, 

training insights, real-life stories from fellow cruisers, as well as the latest 

developments in safety.  

 

https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/events/Pages/cruising-conference-2021.aspx  

 

   

 

 

 
 

Swan in the sunset                                                                            Stephanie Stanley 

https://www.rya.org.uk/newsevents/events/Pages/cruising-conference-2021.aspx
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