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February 2015 Newsletter 
For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk 

 

 

        

            

 

Christmas comes but once a year, which is perhaps as well with 

record turnouts for most of our events putting quite a strain on 

our hard working bar staff.   

 

Guest quiz master Gareth Craze started the ball rolling with a 

mega quiz on the 6th December which included pub style 

general knowledge questions, a celebrity picture identification 

round, musical excerpts from popular films and TV shows and a 

round of Dingbats.  The winners were Martin and Brenda 

Gosling with Owen and Lucy Breadman. Martin and Brenda will 

be hosting their own quiz night on the 17th January so make a 

note. 

 

The children’s party was well supported and a big thank you to 

the mums and dads who kept the children entertained, watered 

and fed.  I managed  to hide around the bar, slipping off before I 

could be roped into helping. 

 

Jo and Jackie F excelled themselves yet again with a splendid 

Christmas lunch which this year was oversubscribed.  It’s hard 

to turn people away from a club function but due to present day 

fire regulations we are restricted for formal, seated meals to 

sixty in the Games Room. 

 

Christmas Eve carols lead by Julia and Graham Pink and 

organised in conjunction with the Chelmondiston Community 

Council was the biggest event over the holiday with close on 

two hundred attendees.  Somehow everyone fitted in to enjoy a 

truly magical evening.  A collection for the RNLI and East 

Anglia’s Children’s Hospices raised a record breaking £290.  It’s 

events like these that make one feel proud to be part of such a 

special neighbourhood. 

 

The East Suffolk Morris Men’s visit on Boxing Day was almost 

as big an attraction as Christmas Eve with another record  

turnout.  Morris dancing, beer, bacon baps and more carols 

rounded off a splendid holiday period. 

 

New Year’s Eve was a much quieter affair with only a couple of 

dozen souls braving the dance floor.  Perhaps we’ll have a more 

formal event next year. 

Malcolm Harding – Commodore 

 

Follow us on facebook 

Saturday 24
th

 January  

Burns Night 

 

 

 

Saturday 7
st
 February 

Anthony Osler, East Anglian 

painter and sailor.  

 

Saturday 21
st
 February 

Latin American theme night 

 

 

 

Saturday 7
th

 March 

Angus and Ruth Ross-Thomson 

“ Do it Done it!” 

 

 

 

Friday 3
rd

 April 

Good Friday working party 

 

Saturday 11
th

 April  

Fitting out supper 

 

 

 

Follow us on facebook 

 

 

The next newsletter will be in 

late March , for APRIL.  

Contributions as early as 

possible  please  to; 

 

 

 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

Photographs welcome  

 

 

 

 

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
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New members 
 

Welcome to  

 

John Shave of Wacton, Norfolk 

 

Barrie & Mary Scott Webb of 

Chelmondiston  

 

Andrew Carter, Lisa Bond, Willow 

and Gaia of Harkstead. 

 

Nick, Lucy,  Ellen & Audrey  Jones  

-of  Pin Mill,   Owners of  Sandack, 

Parker 325 

    
 

Membership 

Subscriptions  
 

 

Thank you to the many Members 

who have already paid their 2015 

subscription………. 

 

Unfortunately if you have not  acted,  

they are now overdue. To renew, 

you have a choice! Go to the on-line 

renewal form on www.pmsc.org.uk, 

or download a pdf of the renewal 

form, complete the form, attach a 

cheque and pop in the post.  
 

All the information needed for 

renewal is on the form, as well as 

details of payment methods, 

including bank transfer.  If you 

haven’t yet paid, please do so and 

save Committee colleagues the 

tiresome chore of chasing you up! ! 

As we can only include your name 

in the Almanac if you have paid 

your subscription before it goes to 

print, you need to act quickly. Not 

only that, only paid-up members are 

eligible for inclusion in the Friday 

night Lucky Dip – how could you 

want to miss out on that? 

 

PMSC is a great place and surely the 

best value Club for miles around – 

in spite of rising costs, membership 

fees have been held for yet another 

year at the same low levels so if you 

haven’t yet done so please get your 

chequebook out (or activate your 

mouse) and get it over with! 

 

 

Burns Night Saturday 

24
th

 January at 2000 
 

 
Don’t forget Burns Night at PMSC. 

Supper and dancing....book now. 

 

Saturday 7
th

 February 
 

An evening not to be missed. 
 

Anthony Osler, the East Anglian 

artist, sailor, and PMSC member  

will come and demonstrate how he 

creates his wonderful  pictures.  

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://slurpwine.wordpress.com/2013/01/25/burns-night-what-we-will-be-drinking/&ei=Qai2VOWlN421aejogKAI&bvm=bv.83640239,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEf4Z-UuKnSYGj1ep-TdkBzicdmBQ&ust=1421343135982989
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.seaw.co.uk/page12.html&ei=6qi2VIKgHJHPaIDigPAD&bvm=bv.83640239,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEbC8upNB4ngR2bm-ziVVrA4Uzl5g&ust=1421343329058269
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Fitting out lunches 

begin March 8
th

  
 

 

 

 
 
 

It would be great if, this year, we 

could have some new volunteers, to 

give Jo a well-earned rest.  

 

No one expects a three course meal.  

 

Bangers and Mash, Shepherds or 

Cottage Pie. Dare I say it, something 

from Lidl! No questions asked, just 

thankful to have something warm 

and welcoming after a morning of 

hard graft with sandpaper and brush.  

 

Your punters will just be glad 

someone else has cooked their 

lunch, and, you only have to do it 

once – enjoying the efforts of others 

for the other 5 weeks. 

 

A list of dates will be up on the 

board  – Just put your name down 

and it would also be great if you say 

what you are going to cook. 

 

Bring friends, Bring family – where 

else could be nicer than having 

lunch with a fabulous view of the 

river. 

 

 

 

http://www.southwoldgallery.co.uk/artist_item.php?id=3971
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.seaw.co.uk/page12.html&ei=o6m2VPbCGo_kaODjgdgL&psig=AFQjCNEbC8upNB4ngR2bm-ziVVrA4Uzl5g&ust=1421343329058269
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.francis-iles.com/html/anthony_osler.html&ei=4am2VPWuAYvsaPT5gugH&psig=AFQjCNEbC8upNB4ngR2bm-ziVVrA4Uzl5g&ust=1421343329058269
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Saturday 7
th

 March  

Angus and Ruth Ross-

Thomson  
  

 

Talk: “ DO IT,  DONE IT!” 

 

 
 

 

 

On March 7th we have a talk from 

Angus and Ruth Ross-Thomson 

who sailed around the World in their 

boat "Do It" at around the same time 

as PMSC members Paul and Ute 

Jefferies in Damarri.  Angus and 

Rose met when he was on a flotilla 

holiday and Ruth was 

entertainments organiser/hostess on 

the lead boat........ Angus retired 

from a distinguished career as an 

RAF helicopter pilot and they set 

sail from these shores in 2005, 

although they didn't meet up with 

Damarri until 2007  "somewhere in 

the Pacific".  Both boats broadly 

followed the same well-trodden 

Tradewind route,  "Do It" went to 

some different places, including an 

excursion up the Orinoco River in 

Venezuela, several different islands 

in the Pacific and from Malaysia, 

when Damarri decided to route back 

via India and the Red Sea,  Angus 

and Ruth elected to route back via 

Mauritius,  South Africa, St Helena, 

Brazil and the Orkneys!!!.......  They 

decided to visit Ruth's Mum before 

hanging up their life jackets! 

  

So engrave this talk indelibly on 

your calendar, March 7
th

. This one 

talk you definitely don't want to 

miss! 

 

 

Good Friday working  

Party April 3
rd

   
     

 

 

 

Good Friday, April 3rd,  is the day 

to come along to the clubhouse, and 

help spruce up the club, the grounds, 

and its equipment, and save the Club 

some money in the process.  

 

Anyone who can wield a broom or 

paintbrush, clear up leaves, tidy 

flower beds, wipe down paintwork, 

clean windows, clear out gutters or 

service launching trolleys will be 

most welcome. It is also usually a 

fun day and a chance to chat to other 

members – not to mention earning a 

free drink and a bacon buttie as a 

reward for your labours! 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/Photos/GrindleDig2006/images/DSCF0024_JPG.jpg
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Good Friday is also the traditional 

occasion for the Grindle Dig when 

Club Members bring their spades 

and shovels to help clear the silting 

in the Grindle channel alongside the 

Pin Mill Hard. This year the 

favoured time for digging is 

following on from LW - a not very 

civilized 0548 BST! - or for the late 

risers, after the tide has receded 

from HW (1220 BST). 

 

Nearer the time we will put a list on 

the club noticeboard so that 

volunteers can sign up but in the 

meantime if you wish to suggest any 

maintenance or spring-cleaning jobs 

that you think need doing – 

particularly if you are willing to take 

them on yourself or with others – 

please let me know– preferably by 

email to:-  

Property_Secretary@pmsc.org.uk 

 

Thanks. 

Paul Jefferies, Property Sec 

        

Mystery solved ..    
 

 

Did you ever wonder about the true 

story behind the mystery of the 

duvet in the library? Did you see 

strange people coming and going at 

the club at odd hours? 

 

Well, under the Government Secrets 

Act, 30 week rule, we can now 

reveal the true story. 

 

MI7 had a top secret surveillance 

operation centred on the East Coast 

Rivers. They used the PMSC library 

and its powerful telescope to watch 

for the movement of a group of 

mini-submarines designed to look 

like a pod of pilot whales. They 

spent many hours in the club and 

were careful to remove all traces of 

their presence, but somehow the 

duvet, and a small amount of 

clothing later discovered in the 

ladies cloakroom, was forgotten in 

their clandestine departure. From 

what you will have read or seen on 

TV you will know that these mini-

submarines actually approached the 

UK coast further south, off the 

Essex Coast in fact. They were 

successfully detected by another 

group of MI7 agents, and persuaded 

to leave UK territorial waters 

following the destruction of one 

mini-sub.  

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://ncsc.org.uk/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/work-party/working-party-15-2-14-3381.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ncsc.org.uk/2014/02/15/working-party-15th-feb-2104/&h=1500&w=1225&tbnid=l68qrLBQWyRXdM:&zoom=1&docid=lHoEV_pABxRseM&itg=1&hl=en&ei=67a2VJmSNoPpatzFgsAK&tbm=isch&ved=0CBAQMygIMAg4ZA&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1355&page=5&start=95&ndsp=26
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.dunkindonuts.co.uk/food/breakfast-all-day/bacon-buttie/&ei=DcO3VMLwO8myadazgbgK&bvm=bv.83640239,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNFegN9yV_xt4hK-2OFWJTYOgWof8A&ust=1421415530782374
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://img.thesun.co.uk/aidemitlum/archive/02162/02_WHWHALES_2162685a.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/6106528/Battle-to-save-30-pilotwhales-off-Essex-coast.html&h=413&w=620&tbnid=e85opv7KiFhk-M:&zoom=1&docid=50fXODJIe5x4qM&hl=en&ei=rLC2VISQI4Hdavz-gYgM&tbm=isch&ved=0CDAQMygRMBE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=2943&page=2&start=17&ndsp=21
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The source of this unfriendly 

invasion cannot be revealed, but is 

widely rumoured in the corridors of 

power in Southminister to be 

********. 

 

MI7 may have future operations in 

the area based at Pin Mill and will 

be actively recruiting local 

volunteers to support their work. 

Those keen to help should phone 

this secret number ********, and 

ask for “John”, use the secret code 

word ***** and their PMSC 

membership number as 

identification. Anyone whose 

number has been selected in the 

Friday Draw should not apply as 

they would be considered a security 

risk.  

 

Alternatively, anyone who would 

like to help people afloat or near the 

water and who lives on the 

peninsula should talk to Sara or 

Romy and ask about becoming a 

Coastguard Rescue Officer, using 

the code “Hello I’m ............ (insert 

name) and I’m interested in joining 

the coastguard” 

 

*** parts of this report have been 

redacted.  

 

 

East Suffolk Morris 

Men on Boxing Day   
 

 

 

 
 

Fitting out supper  

Saturday 11
th

 April 
 

 

Full details and the booking form  

will be with the next newsletter and 

on the Club noticeboard 

 

 
 

“T’was ever thus” 
 

 

In 1967 it was proposed to develop 

the clubhouse and build toilet 

facilities, and create a car park on 

land at the rear of the King’s 

boatyard.  (now the gardens of two 

dwellings). 

 

As you can imagine this resulted in 

lively discussions, especially at 

committee meetings and a vast 

amount of paperwork before the 

toilet block was ultimately built and 

the car parking area provided. 

 

 A questionnaire that was circulated 

found that many members’ top 

priorities were car parking and 

toilets.  At a subsequent meeting 

128 said yes to a development fund 

and 16 said no.  105 were in favour 

of raising subscriptions with 34 

against.  An extra £1 a year was 

acceptable, but an extra £2 a year 

did not appeal.  £630 was pledged 

by members to help finance the 

development scheme.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/LocationPhotoDirectLink-g312671-i97176951-Saldanha_Western_Cape.html&ei=i8e2VLTTN4H1OOrogIgM&psig=AFQjCNGhhweJXtiRaF_tj1FLl3cBfm7O5Q&ust=1421351045054021
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However a large amount of 

correspondence was received from 

members stating their views.   These 

are a few extracts: 

 

“Although the committee is to be 

congratulated on looking ahead I do 

not consider the development 

scheme in its present form justifies 

spending such a large sum of 

money.” 

 

“Priority should be given to landing 

facilities and a dinghy park.” 

“The maximum number of boats on 

the anchorage should be stated and 

what might reasonably be assumed 

to be the maximum number of 

members needed to support all or 

any of these proposals.” 

 

“Although I am a very new member 

indeed, I have some experience in 

these matters having been a member 

and officer of the Royal Cruising 

Club for a good many years.  I have 

also had some experience of the 

running of a fully developed club 

for several years.  I must admit that 

the committee’s time was taken up 

in the discussion of housekeeping 

problems and the planning of social 

events ashore, which I, as a sailing 

man, found rather a bore.” 

 

“Ultimately the limiting factor on 

membership must be the capacity of 

the anchorage for yachts.  Otherwise 

the increase in membership will 

come from non-sailing members and 

thus defeat the whole object of the 

club.” 

 

“The charm of the club is its 

extreme simplicity and the way it is 

operated by the members.  This does 

have disadvantages and I would 

hardly call the clubhouse the centre 

of activity.  Except on Saturday 

nights, one hardly sees a soul in the 

place and the fact that there are no 

landing facilities encourages 

members to use the bar of the Butt 

and Oyster as a gathering place 

ashore instead of spending money in 

the club.” 

 

“The proper centre of activity for a 

sailing club is on the water.  A 

landing stage could be made by 

having catamaran jetties to provide 

landing facilities providing a direct 

link between the clubhouse and the 

water.” 

 

(Some members submitted detailed 

plans for jetties and landing stages.) 

“I fully endorse the scheme, as it is a 

realistic proposal, forward looking 

without being over ambitious, one 

that will greatly improve facilities 

for yachtsmen at Pin Mill without 

radically altering the atmosphere of 

the club.” 

 

“Apologies for not attending the 

meeting but we are taking delivery 

of a boat.  We have until now been 

dinghy sailors.  Despite several 

conversations we do not seem to be 

getting anywhere with obtaining a 

mooring and any financial 

participation in the clubhouse 

extension depends of course on 

being able to continue to sail at Pin 

Mill.” 

 

“Before such a substantial sum of 

money is allocated we would prefer 

the sailing amenities to be 

improved.  The construction of a 

landing stage suitable for use at all 

stages of the tide, free from mud 

would surely be a real boon to all of 

us who sail. If it were to be in front 

of the clubhouse members would 

find the clubhouse to be more of a 

focal point and the bar would 

undoubtedly profit.” 

 

“I do little to support the club in an 

active way but the proposed 
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amenities are surely mainly intended 

for out-port people who pay 

minimum subs. Wealthy people 

from the Midlands, as a fellow 

member has defined them, require 

Royal Corinthian accommodation 

and they could go to Levington and 

impose their wishes there.  I would 

not be prepared to pay any increase 

in subscription or other financial 

support for ‘improvement’ of no 

benefit to me.  If there are surplus 

funds available they could well be 

used to help the sailing man. We 

need scrubbing facilities, fitting out 

berths, and a maintained mooring 

trot for dinghies.” 

 

“I am not sufficiently ‘au fait’ with 

the situation to vote one-way or 

the other.  However if the plan is 

carried the facilities should be used 

to the full and the hours during 

which the premises are staffed 

should be extended.  If the 

resolution is passed I am prepared to 

make a gift of £5 towards the 

project.” 

 

“We have to think about the liability 

to members if we took out a large 

loan and then the dock commission 

banned the use of moorings on the 

river because of commercial 

activity. The club would then cease 

to have a function.”  

 

 The Committee stated that they did 

not want to alter the character of the 

club; but they wanted to make it a 

little better for when members came 

ashore.  We need to make it into 

more of a ‘family Club’ rather than 

just a refuge for rude sailor men.  In 

other words, they said “ we do not 

aim at a ‘no admission without 

collar and tie establishment’ but we 

do hope that gumboots will be left 

outside.” 

 

At a later date a note was made that 

the builders were heard to mutter it 

was a good job that a limit had been 

set on membership as it did at least 

restrict to 450 the number of experts 

in the Club! 

From old documents recently 

retrieved from a bonfire. 

 

Renee Waite 

 

Cruising Association 

crewing service   
 

 
On Saturday 28

th
 February at the 

RHYC there is an informal meeting 

to introduce the CA crewing service. 

Skippers who want crew or crew 

who want to do more sailing are 

inviting to come along from 1100 

for coffee.  

 

The sailing involved could be  

week-ends on the river, coastal 

week-ends, delivery trips or longer 

passages. The meeting gives the 

opportunity to meet and discuss 

possibilities.  

 

There is no charge but it would be 

useful to let them know you are 

coming. 

 

From 1300 the bar will be open and 

lunch will be available.  

office.manager@royalharwich.co.uk  

 

              

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://weather.mailasail.com/Franks-Weather/Home&ei=j8G2VPKYAYjEPNLagfgP&psig=AFQjCNHphb2wzPKGzvPHnGYAaC9hDTT5VA&ust=1421349635162847
mailto:office.manager@royalharwich.co.uk
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Saturday 21st February 2015 

19:30 for 20:00hrs 

 

 

 

 

 

........................................................................................................................................................................................... 

Please reserve................... place/s at £14.00 per head 
In the name of………………………………………. 
I enclose a cheque for £........………….made payable to PMSC. 
Please return this slip and your cheque no later than Saturday 14th 
February to: 
Jo, Pin Mill Sailing Club, The Clubhouse, Pin Mill, Ipswich, IP9 1JP.  
Telephone enquiries to 01473 780271 during bar opening hours 

Latin American Theme Night 

Sopa de Batata Doce  (Sweet Potato Soup - Brazilian) 
Feijoada Completa  (traditional Brazilian dish of black beans with 
Mixed Meats) with Mexican rice 
Ciruelas con Cocada  (plums with coconut custard - Mexican) 
 


