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Your Editor tells me I should talk about future events not past 

ones but I can’t miss the chance to record how terrific our last 

two Club events were – my excuse being that we will certainly 

repeat them! Transforming the Bar into a French Café created 

the perfect ambience for a full house to enjoy Jo & Jacky’s 

delicious French menu and left the diners clamouring for a 

repeat - maybe Italian next time? Same result at Jimmy 

Lawrence’s talk on his early barging career – a packed house sat 

enthralled by the colourful and humorous evocation of bygone 

days and insisted he be invited back for another instalment. 

 

If only the weather would cheer up we boat-owners could get on 

with fitting out and make our cruising and racing plans. Don’t 

forget that we want to tempt as many Members as possible to 

join in our ‘on the water’ events – the new Club Almanac and 

Handy Guide to PMSC Sailing and Social events will be out 

soon to help you plan your activities and your Committee look 

forward to seeing you at as many of them as possible. 

 

If you haven’t done so by the time you read this you really ought 

to get your booking in for our Fitting Out Supper, a further copy 

of the booking sheet for which is attached to this newsletter. 

 

Looking a little further ahead to a time when the sun must surely 

be shining - Saturday 11
th

 May - we are bringing back the 

popular PMSC Spring Party, a fun event with games and 

activities for children in the afternoon followed by a BBQ, and 

in the evening the return of The Blooze Brothers and the chance 

for the adults to let their hair down on the dance floor. The 

Spring Party is an ‘open-house’ event and a great opportunity for 

you to bring your family and friends as guests to join in the fun 

and maybe see if you can interest them in applying for 

membership! 

 

Then it won’t be long before the big sailing events of our year – 

the Smacks and Working Boats Race on 15
th

  June and the 52
nd

 

PMSC Barge Match on 29
th

  June. 

 

Rick Kirkup – Commodore  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 7
th

 April 

Fitting out lunches begin 

 

Saturday 13
th

 April 

Fitting out supper 

 

Friday 19
th

 April 

DIY BBQs begin 

 

Saturday 11
th

 May 

Spring Party 

 

Saturday 18
th

 May 

First 4 clubs race 

New members Evening + 

HM Coastguard, Holbrook. 

 

1
st
 and 2

nd
 June 

Cruise to The Blackwater 

 

Sunday 9
th

 June 

Second sands BBQ 

 

Saturday 15
th

 June 

Smack & Working Boats race 

Second 4 Clubs race 

 

Saturday 22
nd

 June 

Barge passage match 

 

Saturday 29
th

 June 

Barge match  

 

The next newsletter will be in 

late May, for June.  

Contributions as early as 

possible  please  to; 

 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk 

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 
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Welcome to 
 

 

Nicci Kippax from Pin Mill 

 

Ian & Josephine Smith   from 

Bourne, Lincolnshire.  Owners of 

Grafin, (Contessa 26) 

 

Judy Terry from Ipswich 

 

 

Latest  News  
 

 

Viewing  the  

Newsletter  on  the  

website 

 

Those Members 

who like to read 

their PMSC 

Newsletter online – whether via a 

desktop computer or on a mobile 

device such as a tablet of 

smartphone – can now choose to 

view it in a single column format, 

which greatly reduces the amount of 

scrolling required to view the 

Newsletter content. All you have to 

do is go to the Newsletter page and 

select the ‘click here’ button under 

the heading of the newsletter you 

want to read where it refers to 

reading the item on a mobile device.  

 

Please note that any appendices such 

as booking forms are shown as 

separate downloadable documents 

rather than as part of the Newsletter 

itself. 

 
     

Fitting out lunches  
 

 
We have seen the last of the snow, I 

hope, and fitting out will soon be 

less cold and miserable.  

 

Cheer yourself up in the middle of 

the day by coming to the fitting out 

lunches.  

 

No boat to fit out? Come anyway, 

any Sunday between from April 7
th

 

to May 12
th

. It could be soup and 

rolls, bangers and mash, stew, or 

shepherds pie – who knows? Only 

the members who have volunteered 

to come and cook: We still need a 

volunteer for 14 April though! 

 

 

PMSC  Library   
 

 

Our Club has the benefit of an 

extensive library and members are 

reminded that they must remember 

to sign out any books they borrow 

and bring them back within a 

reasonable timescale. 

 

It has also been noted that there 

have recently been occasions when 

the Club rule that current editions of 

magazines are not to be removed 

from the Library has not been 

respected. Members are requested to 

familiarise themselves with and 

respect the rules of use of the library 

so that all may benefit from its 

contents. 

 

 

Sailing Events 
 

 

There are several sailing events in 

our calendar between now and the 

next newsletter. The first ‘4 Clubs 

race is held on 18
th

 May and will be 

run by Harwich and Dovercourt 

Sailing Club. The start for this race 

will be the line in Buttermans Bay 

(as normal) and the finish on the 
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HSDC line just upstream of the old 

rail ferry jetty in Harwich Harbour. 

The second race is on June 15
th

 and 

run by Shotley Sailing club. For this 

race only the start and finish will be 

the Sholtley Sailing Club line. 

Sailing Instructions for the series 

will appear shortly on the PMSC 

web site. The races are aimed at less 

serious racers. All participating 

clubs are making an effort to 

improve the turnout for these races, 

so please do support them so we can 

have at least 3 competing PMSC 

boats in each race. 

 

The first weekend cruise is 

scheduled for the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 of June 

to the river Blackwater, possibly 

Brightlingsea with a Saturday 

evening trip to the curry house. An 

easy sail as long as the weather is 

reasonable. 

 

The following Sunday we have the 

lunchtime beach BBQ at the 2
nd

 

Sands (just down river between Pin 

Mill and the Clamp House). High 

tide is at 13.07 (BST) so I 

recommend getting there around 

mid day. Bring a disposable BBQ or 

similar and some food and drink. 

When the weather is fine this is a 

really good event.  

 

The Pin Mill SC Smack and 

Working Boat race is on June 15
th

 

with a start in Buttermans Bay. The 

finish is on the club line, usually in 

the early afternoon so why not get 

down to the club house late lunch 

time and watch the finish with a 

glass of something on the veranda? 

In the early evening before the 

prizegiving there will be a cold 

buffet for race participants to which 

Members and their guests are 

warmly invited – always a great 

opportunity to enjoy fantastic value 

food in the company of a very 

convivial group of visiting sailors. 

The 52
nd

 PMSC Barge Match takes 

place on Saturday 29 June. Because 

of the tides the three class start times 

from Butterman’s Bay will be quite 

early this year namely 8:00, 8:15, 

and 8:30. Weather permitting we are 

hoping for a large entry so why not 

come to watch – there are good 

vantage points along the Orwell to 

enjoy the spectacle of these 

magnificent craft battling it out to 

the finish on the Club line. 

  

 

So far the Spring weather has been 

awful, but eventually it will get 

better, so get into that boatyard, get 

the varnish and antifouling on and 

be ready for the summer. 

 

Junior Sailing at RHYC 

 

A reminder that the Royal Harwich 

YC run junior dinghy sailing 

training sessions that are open to all 

local children, not just RHYC 

members. These are part of the RYA 

‘On board’ scheme and are aimed at 

age 7 and upwards. The training 

sessions are held on Saturday 

mornings at a charge of £20 per 

session for non RHYC members. 

For those without boats, the club has 

8 Optimist and 6 Topper dinghies 

which are available at an additional 

charge. Bookings are taken 2 weeks 

ahead of the day and is on a ‘first 

come, first served’ basis so early 

booking is advised. Further 

information and contact details are 

available on the RHYC web site; 

select ‘Junior Club’ and then 

‘Onboard’ from the menu on the left 

hand side of the RHYC home page. 

 

 

Nigel Bailey Hon Sailing 

Secretary 
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Roger  Waite  1955 - 2013 

 

 

Roger was a member of the Club 

during the 1970s.  His father and 

young family were also ‘out of port 

members’ in the 1960s when they 

sailed from Burnham on Crouch. 

Like most of the Waite clan he 

became an expert and intrepid 

sailor.  He was a joy to have aboard, 

nothing worried him and everything 

was done in an organised and 

unhurried manner.  Perhaps at times 

his father may have thought it a little 

too unhurried. 

 

In 1977 Roger sailed from Pin Mill 

to Poole and back in his Wayfarer 

dinghy, Medusa, and was awarded 

the Spritsail Barge Trophy.  

Commodore Derek Richardson said 

this was a cruise particularly worthy 

of mention. 

 

A sharp brain and an even sharper 

wit won Roger many friends.  

Several were invited for a weekend 

sail on his yacht.  They were rather 

surprised when they peered down 

from the quayside into this tiny boat. 

 

Roger was educated at the City of 

London Boys School and went on to 

Keele University to study biology 

and geology.  He then joined a 

Polish expedition to Antarctica, 

where amongst other things they 

studied Krill.  He greatly enjoyed 

this research and decided to return 

to Christchurch, New Zealand to 

complete a Phd in Marine Biology. 

Soon after completion of his studies 

he was offered a job in the New 

Zealand Defence Department in 

Wellington.  In this capacity he 

made frequent visits to London and 

was able to join his Dad on many of 

his summer sailing trips. 

 

We visited New Zealand in 1998 

and Roger acquired a chalet at an 

Army Leave Centre on the banks of 

Lake Taupo where he gave us a 

super holiday.  Christine and Bryan 

Cook were also travelling in the area 

and joined us on some of the 

excursions that Roger planned.  

Soon after we returned, Roger 

transferred to the New Zealand 

Prison Department and his father 

declined to visit fearing the holiday 

accommodation! 

 

For many years Roger had been a 

principal adviser to the treasury and 

in 2011 he decided to take early 

retirement to pursue his love of 

sailing.  With Susan he had spent 

many holidays sailing from 

Wellington to the Marlborough 

Sounds, but they wanted to acquire a 

larger boat either in this country or 

the Mediterranean. They could then 

combine their enjoyment of sailing 

with visiting Dad more often. 

 

Just a short while after retirement he 

was diagnosed with cancer.  He 

enjoyed reading Paul and Ute 

Jefferies’s cruising log, and recently 

emailed them to say that his sailing 

cruise would have to wait until 

another lifetime.  Roger was a stoic 

like his father.  He was a great 

person,  always put others before 

himself, and as his father said it was 

a privilege to have known him. 

 

Renee Waite 

 

 

PMSC  Newsletters  
 

We as a Club need to ensure we 

make best use of our – that is your – 

money and one area of cost which 

continues to rise is that of postage – 

particularly relating to Club 
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newsletters, of which there are 6 

every year.  

 

Most PMSC Members have access 

to email – and some, but by no 

means all, have elected to receive 

their Newsletters electronically and 

to read them on or print them from, 

our excellent Club website.  

 

We have recently made two 

enhancements to remove objections 

that have occasionally been made by 

those insisting on receiving paper 

copies. Firstly there is now the 

facility for Club email notifications 

and reminders to be sent to more 

than one email address per 

household – obviating the need for 

the main recipient to have to 

forward things to their partner.  

 

Secondly the Club website has been 

enhanced to enable online readers of 

the Newsletters to choose to view 

them in single column format 

making it much easier to view them 

on mobile devices. 

 

The bottom line is that paper 

newsletters incur extra cost – not to 

mention extra effort by the stalwart 

team who generously give up their 

time envelope, and post them. So, 

can I ask those of you who have an 

email address but still take your 

Newsletters in paper form to 

reconsider and opt for electronic 

delivery? 

 

Opting to change is easy – just visit 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/index.php/

newsletters-downloads and 

complete the boxes in the section 

headed ‘PMSC Circular on-line’. 

 

Thank you in anticipation of the 

savings you can help us achieve. 

 

Rick Kirkup, Commodore 

Red  Diesel 
 

 

Any members planning trips to 

Belgium, Holland and France may 

wonder if the arrangements for 

using red diesel in these countries 

have changed since the last season.  

 

The answer is simple – nothing has 

changed; the situation remains the 

same as it was for last year.  

 

UK boaters can use red diesel in 

their fuel tanks in Dutch and French 

waters as long as they can provide 

the necessary receipts as proof that 

duty has been paid in the UK.  

In Belgium the risk of being fined 

does remain. However, the RYA is 

not aware of any UK boaters being 

fined by the Belgium authorities for 

the presence of red diesel in their 

fuel tanks during the 2012 cruising 

season.  

 

The RYA recommends that 

recreational boaters visiting any EU 

member states:-  

 

• Keep receipts for diesel 

purchased in the UK, to 

prove that it was bought in 

the UK, and request that 

your retailer marks them 

"duty paid".  

• You should also log the date 

of refuelling and engine 

hours to reinforce these 

records;  

• Do not carry red diesel 

anywhere other than in your 

craft's main fuel storage 

tanks; and  

• Do not purchase red diesel in 

a country where the 

purchasing of rebated fuel by 

leisure craft is prohibited by 

law  
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New  SAR  Helicopters 

 

 

The Department for Transport (DfT) 

announced that it has signed a 

contract with Bristow Helicopters 

Ltd to provide search and rescue 

helicopter services in the UK.  

  

85% coverage of high risk areas  

Helicopters will be able to reach a 

larger area of the UK search and 

rescue region within one hour of 

take-off than is currently possible. 

Based on historic incident data it is 

estimated that there will be an 

overall improvement in flying times 

to incidents of around 20% (from 23 

to 19 minutes).  

 

“The new Sikorsky S-92s and 

AgustaWestland 189s can fly at 140 

knots - 30 knots faster than the 

obsolescent RAF and Royal Navy 

Sea King helicopters".  

State of the art helicopters  

Under the new contract, 22 modern 

helicopters will operate from ten 

locations around the UK.  

 

• Ten Sikorsky S92s will be 

based, 2 per site, at 

Stornoway and Sumburgh, 

and at new bases at 

Newquay, Caernarfon and 

Humberside airports  

• Ten AgustaWestland 

AW189s will operate, 2 per 

site, from Lee on Solent and 

a new hangar at Prestwick 

airport, and new bases which 

will be established at St 

Athan, Inverness and 

Manston airports  

 

All the bases will be operational 24 

hours a day and operations will 

commence from 2015 and the 

service will be fully operational 

across the UK by summer 2017.  

  

Club  Merchandise 
 

As well as the PMSC Songbook, 

‘Sailing Past’, and “PMSC Sixty 

Years" we sell Club Burgees, 

Sweatshirts, Polo shirts, Rugby 

shirts, Baseball caps, Fleeces, & 

Ties.  We keep a stock of clothing 

items in a limited range of colours 

but a wide range of other colours 

can be ordered. Now, following an 

enhancement by Lee Foster to the 

Club website you can view the 

whole range of colours for all 

clothing items at the click of a 

mouse button. So, if you fancy some 

new apparel for the forthcoming 

season why not have a browse 

through 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/index.php/

merchandise-test and when you’ve 

made a choice follow the simple 

ordering procedure?  

 

We are now looking for a volunteer 

to take over the role of Merchandise 

Co-ordinator for the club. This is not 

at all an onerous job and can be 

done almost completely in your 

spare time out of hours – all it 

requires is common sense and some 

basic administration skills – if you 

have some merchandising flair that 

would be a bonus! If you would like 

to find out more, please contact any 

General Committee members and/or 

talk to Sara who is currently doing 

the role about what is involved. Go 

on – give it a go! 

Rick Kirkup, Commodore 
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Pin Mill Sailing Club 

 

2013 Fitting Out Supper 
 

Saturday 13
th

 April 

19.30 for 20.00 
 

£14.50 per head 

oo0oo 

 

Panzanella (Tuscan tomato salad) 

Daube of beef with seasonal veg 

Brandy bread pudding with brandy cream 

Coffee & mints 

 
...................................please tear off here and return lower part of this form ………… 

 

Please reserve.............. place/s at £14.50 per head 

I enclose a cheque for £........…….made payable to 

PMSC 

Name/s………………………………………………… 

Please return this slip and your cheque no later than Friday 5
th

  

April to: 

 

Jo, Pin Mill Sailing Club, 

The Clubhouse, Pin Mill, Ipswich, IP9 1JP. 

 
Telephone enquiries to 01473 780271 during bar Telephone 

enquiries to 01473 780271 during bar opening hours 
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PMSC Spring Party – Sat 11 May 2013   

Kids Pirate Party & Games 14:30–16:30:             BBQ from 17:30: 

Dancing to the Blooze Brothers from 20:30 

 

                                   

          

              

                    

Open House – Visitors welcome No entry Fee  

Collection for Charity 


