
PIN MILL SAILING CLUB 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the General Committee held on the 24 January 2013 in 

the clubhouse 

Present       D Abbott, J Ackland, N Bailey, P Balfe, R Blackburn, D Chilver, R Emmett,  

R Kirkup (chair), M Sanderson, N Mower, I Saunders, O Stockman 

1.  Apologies 

C Abbott, M Harding, S Hopkinson, B Wales 

The Commodore welcomed Mark Sanderson to the committee.   

2. Minutes of last meeting 

Agreed and signed. 

3.  Matters Arising including points raised at the last meeting + Action Points 

RYA subscription – the increase in subscription is a result of our moving to the next band 
based on volume of subscription revenue! 

Adnam’s dray – a recent photo showed that the dray could just pass - whilst more space 
would be beneficial, it was viewed that Gus should not be asked to move the vessel 
concerned prior to launch. Phone/Broadband RK reported having negotiated a new free router 
and an annual reduction of £149 in BT charges. 

Shanties & Ditties - following feedback from the recent event, RK had spoken to Ken Eason.  
HWM were also in agreement that it had not been very good. They will take on board 
comment about the content / audience participation, and the need to update the song sheets 
with additional material, and 30 November 2013 has been set for the next event, avoiding a 
clash with the RHS Christmas concert. 

TV – RE has installed the new TV, and modified the trolley accordingly.  RK suggested that 
members may wish to donate sailing DVDs, but care will need to be taken to avoid any 
contravention of terms for the Performing Rights Society. 

Additional General Committee member - RK suggested that Mark Poppleton should be co-
opted to fill the remaining position on the General Committee.  This was proposed by RB, 
seconded by RE, and agreed by all. 

4.  Correspondence 

Gill Moon Publishing – offering listing in an event’s directory. 

Susan Sinclair – advising us of a letter sent to her late husband concerning the Marine 
Conservation Zone. 

RK received correspondence from a member suggesting a Veteran’s discounted membership. 

RHYC have a system where those over 60 with 15 years of membership receive a discount. If 
this arrangement was applied to PMSC membership, 50 – 75 would qualify and thus have a 
significant effect on the club income! 

Further consideration to this should be given. (Action RK + General Committee) 

 

 



5.  Treasurer 

Accounts for the month were submitted.  Subscriptions income currently stands at £6169 plus 
a further £665 notified today. 

6.  Sailing (NB) 

NB submitted a schedule of sailing events.  It was hoped that wider participation within the 
club could be encouraged this year. 

The rules would be changed this year to allow a 4%-5% to be deducted from the handicap if 
a spinnaker was not set. 

An exploratory meeting with NB, RK and Gordon Sutton (RHYC) is scheduled for 25 January 
to discuss the subject of junior sailing. 

Details of the forthcoming Dinghy Show at Alexandra Palace were passed to NB. 

7.  Barge Match  

The date is now fixed, otherwise nothing to report 

8.  Bar (RE) 

RE announced a 10p increase on canned soft drinks, water and Britvics in line with increased 
costs. 

9. Moorings / PMBM (IS) 

A 5% increase has been announced by ABP, although this may be less by the time the letters 
go out in four weeks. 

Hard management – A meeting was held last week.  The Parish Council are objecting to 
Babergh about the ongoing work on the jetty on the basis that no planning permission has 
been sought to lengthen the jetty in order to accommodate the holiday let. 

A planning application is a matter for the owners, not for the management company.  In any 
case the jetty is being extended to its original length. 

The Certificate for Lawful Use of the jetty was held by the Webbs. 

It is possible that a planning application may be needed each time the hard is topped up with 
gravel!! 

10.  Membership (DC) 

Membership stood at 336 at the close of 2012. 

Paid subscriptions to date total 127.  A reminder will be posted in the forthcoming newsletter. 

David Bagnall has resigned through ill health. 

Ian Beresford-Smith, from Lincolnshire and owning a Contessa 26, has applied for 
membership. DC will contact him as he has no proposer / seconder so far. (Action DC) 

IS asked if the ‘Buddies’ system was still working and was assured that this was the case. 

11. Social  

Boxing Day, New Year’s Eve and Quiz all went well. 

Social calendar was approved. 

Ideas required for a Halloween event please! (Action OS) 



 

12. Forthcoming Events  

Feb 9 – Talk by Paul & Ute Jefferies 

Feb 23 – French Café evening – promote in forthcoming newsletter with tear off slip. 

March 9 – Talk by Jimmy Lawrence 

March 23 – New Member’s Evening + Coastguard talk. 

13. House 

Fitting out lunches It was decided that 6 lunches would be provided this year, starting on the 
7 April.  A sheet for volunteers will be posted on the notice board shortly. (Action CA) 

New Member’s Evening – a question was raised whether or not food would be provided. It 
was felt that the evening would be busy with a talk, and this was therefore not necessary. 

14.  Website / Newsletter 

Material for newsletter should be supplied to Sara by 27 January. 

Data for Almanac and Sub-Committees also required imminently. 

RK wished to record grateful thanks to Lee for sorting out the recent router problems. 

15. Club Hire (DA) 

Nothing to report 

16. Property (JA) 

The shower in the Gents was reported as working intermittently.  It was checked and deemed 
necessary to be replaced. Approval was sought to spend up to £105 to replace it, and 
approved. 

17.  Suggestions / Accidents 

None 

18. AOB 

NB suggested the Race Officer’s kit bag should include a clock and a gas operated horn.  A 
spend of up to £40 was agreed. 

NM made reference to the DEFRA website and the inclusion of the Marine Conservation Zone 

19   Date of next meeting – 21 February 2013 

 

Signed…………………………………………………………………..  Commodore  


