
Barge Committee report 2017

Commodore, Flag Officers and Members.

13 participants seems to be the magic number, I did think that we would exceed 
this, but due to a Crew Member needing to get back to London we lost Marjorie
on the Friday Night.

We had the most spectacular Start in Class A ever witnessed, with Edme 
crossing dead on the gun, and Mirosa 1 second behind her.

This year for the first time we were able to put up a Class D for the half barges, 
something Cyril and I have been trying to encourage for several years, 
hopefully the enthusiasm of the owners means this will be a regular. I have 
promised that I will purchase a larger “D” signal flag for next year

We also had what I consider to be our first ever serious protest, due to a near 
incident in Class which resulted in one Barge losing a place due to a 1 minute 
penalty being imposed.

You will have noticed the new bench in Front of the new decking, this was was 
presented to the Club by the family of one of the Barge Skippers, in memory of 
Derek “ Spearo”  Ling, and his wife with a small handover ceremony before the 
prizegiving. I must thank Paul Jeffries for acting so quickly to ensure that the 
bench was secured, it would have been embarrassing to say the least if it had 
“walked” before the handover

Over the winter we intend to review our Course Card to give us some better 
options for foul Weather. This year we had to contact each barge by VHF (that 
in itself is a challenge) to put an extra leg of the Stour in, which just adds to the 
pressure of the Start.

Thanks are due to -

Cyril Varley, Officer of the Day, Fraser Yates for the use of Tug Fenland as 
Main Committee Boat, Harwich Haven Authority for Harwich Hornbill ,Tam 
Grundy for Ben Michael and Fury as support craft, Gus and Sarah Curtis for 
Gladys as Signals Boat, Ipscreen design and Gus for production of the shields. 



Yet again Anthony Osler for the cover drawing, and also the main raffle prize, 
Renee Waite for her contribution to the Programme, The Flag officers and 
General committee for their support, the Bar committee and staff, and my Barge
Committee , and special thanks to Pat Dunnett and her catering team.

The 2017 Raflettes, Romy, Sara, and Judy yet again managed to achieve a 
record breaking sum on the Raffle

The 2018 years match will be on June 23rd, I will make the start time known as 
soon as I can, but I do expect it to be mid to late morning, nice for spectators, 
not so good for the Match itself and the Officer of the day.

It is also looking likely that due to an awful set of tides in 2019, we will need to 
move our Match back to Late July (27th)


