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February  2016  Newsletter 
For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk 

 

 

        

            

 

 

 

The New Year started on a sad note with the death of local 

member Bryan Rogers on New Year’s Day.  Bryan’s 

determination not to let his disability stop him from participating 

in Club events or from pursuing his interest in photography and 

painting was an inspiration to all who knew him.  A personal 

recollection of Bryan by Christine Cook is included later. 

 

Paul Thompson, who cooked our last year’s Fitting Out and 

Laying Up suppers, did us proud with an excellent, traditional 

Christmas Lunch, which once again was oversubscribed.  I am 

delighted that we have managed to retain his services for this 

year. 

 

The Clubhouse was packed on Christmas Eve, when Julia and 

Graham Pink led the carol singing.  This year’s raffle in aid of 

the Cumbrian Flood Relief Fund raised a memorable £365, due 

in no small part to the star prize being a limited edition print of 

Keith Waite’s, kindly donated by Renee Waite.  The East 

Suffolk Morris Men love coming to Pin Mill and their presence 

made sure that we had a full Clubhouse again on Boxing Day 

with more carols, bacon butties and mince pies. 

 

The 2014 New Year’s Eve party was a bit of a damp squib with 

only about twenty members turning up.  Rather than close the 

Club we decided to go all out for 2015 and focus on a themed 

supper night.  We were extremely fortunate that Sin agreed to 

cook one of her fabulous Thai suppers which, together with Jill 

Hodgson’s publicity and decoration, attracted fifty one diners 

and over a hundred revellers to see in the New Year. 

 

Thanks to all the members who have renewed their 

subscriptions.  If you haven’t done so, please don’t delay.  Our 

web site will guide you to the fastest way to renew.   

 

Happy New Year to everyone 

 

Malcolm Harding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 6
th

 February 

Speaker: William Wrinch 

 

Saturday 20
th

 February 

Quiz night  

 

Saturday 27
th

 February  

Hearts & Roses Evening 

 

Saturday 5
th

 March   

Speaker: Will Akast - 

Environment Agency  

 

Friday 25
th

 March 

Good Friday Working Party  

 

Sunday 27
th

 March 

Easter Sunday Lunch 

 

Monday 28
th

 March  

Easter Egg Hunt & Party 

 

Saturday 2
nd

 April 

Speaker: Anthony Beharrell - 

Woolverstone Project  

 

Wednesday 6
th

 April 

Visit to Felixstowe Port and 

Landguard Fort  

 

Saturday 9
th

 April 

Fitting Out Supper  

 

Saturday 23
rd

 April  

Pin Mill Has Talent 

 

Follow us on facebook 
The next newsletter will be in late 

March, for APRIL.  Contributions as 

early as possible  please  to; 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

Photographs welcome 

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 

http://www.pmsc.org.uk/
mailto:Circular@pmsc.org.uk
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Thoughts on Bryan 

Rogers 
 

 

 
  

 

Bryan was our neighbour at 2 

Boatyard Cottages for more than 25 

years.  He bought the cottage after 

seeing an advert in the 'Yachting 

Monthly' when he was sitting on a 

'plane returning from the Middle 

East.  At the time Bryan and his 

wife, Jennie, lived in Lichfield but 

were regular sailors on the Orwell.  

Like many of us sailors, once they 

retired they made Pin Mill their 

permanent home.   

 

Jennie had MS but managed, with a 

great deal of help from Bryan, to 

continue sailing, along with their 

black and white spotted Dalmation, 

Katie.  As the MS developed, Jennie 

had to give up sailing, but she spent 

a lot of time in the front garden with 

Katie watching Bryan sail his yacht 

'Velore'.  Despite the MS, Jennie 

was determined to get as much out 

of life as possible and be as 

independent as possible.  However, 

the disease made its relentless 

progress and eventually Jennie was 

confined to bed.   Bryan was an 

excellent carer for many years, but 

as Jennie needed more help, several 

carers enjoyed looking after her and 

she always looked immaculate.   

After Jennie died, Bryan's own 

health gradually deteriorated.  He 

suffered from Parkinson's Disease 

but still managed to travel to see old 

friends.  He also enjoyed going to 

his weekly Art Classes in Harkstead 

and the Over 60s in Chelmondiston, 

until the last few weeks.   

 

Bryan was always very busy.  He 

loved making gadgets and making 

alterations and additions to the 

house.   

 

Of course, one of his finest 

achievements was his “Highly 

Commended” photographs in the 

Club's annual Nautical Photograph 

Competition, with one being 

selected by the members for the 

cover of the Almanac a few years 

ago.  He also painted many very 

good pictures. 

 

Bryan loved visiting the Sailing 

Club and the members were all full 

of admiration and respect for his 

courage and determination.  One of 

the amazing things about Bryan was 

that he never complained. 

 

Christine Cook 
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New members 
 

Welcome to 

 

Richard Croome from Shotley 

 

Gary & Elaine Pink from Chelmo 

 

New Members Evening – Saturday 

14th May 

                   
 

Sunday Lunches 
 

 

 
 

I have been asked to draw your 

attention to the Club Sunday 

Lunches. Why? This is a well kept 

secret for those of us who have 

discovered the joy of Jo’s bacon 

sandwich meal. Here is Shona 

bringing some lucky person enough 

food to save them having to cook 

anything else for the rest of the 

day…. And the memory of the 

aroma of gently sizzling bacon is 

making my mouth water as I type 

this. 

 

Here are one or two others who 

would like me to keep it a secret 

from the rest of you. In the back 

ground you can see Peter Chilver on 

the point of unwrapping his 

pudding: a choc ice lolly. You can’t 

beat it. 

 
 

There are some (quite a few in fact) 

who come – just to talk, would you 

believe. Just as you are raising your 

bacon sandwich, your mouth 

salivating in anticipation, someone 

says something funny with no 

thought of the consequences. 

 

With some reluctance, Jo will be 

allowed off for 6 weeks. Starvation, 

however, is not likely as members 

are invited to step in and create their 

own fitting out lunches. Perhaps 

some of the competitors in the Pie 

Bake off last October would like to 

impress us again with their skills. 

Very soon there will be a form on 

the notice board, so you can say 

which Sunday would suit you best. 

 

 
Fitting out lunches start Sunday 

6
th

 March  

 

Romy Blackburn 

 

Saturday evenings 
 

When there is not an event in the 

club the bar will not open on 

Saturday evenings during the winter 

months.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiSxMni4tvKAhXCLhoKHckGCD0QjRwIBw&url=http://fracturefiberglass.com/mobile/&bvm=bv.113034660,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNHBVnXey1_GGMFdOW5dsP7WT3tfoQ&ust=1454594984463823
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Cruising and racing 

events 2016 
 

Planning for the 2016 sailing season 

is now well underway with a varied 

selection of racing and cruising 

opportunities for our members and 

guests. We would like to encourage 

as many members as possible to 

take part in these racing and cruising 

events. Check out below what’s 

lined up and let us have your 

feedback. 

 

The Combined Clubs Series of 

races (see below) are open to 

cruising yachts from any of the 

participating clubs and entry is free. 

We would love to see a turnout of at 

least three PMSC boats in each race. 

This is a great opportunity to hone 

sailing skills while competing 

against others and, as an added 

incentive, the best performing 

PMSC boat in each race wins a 

PMSC trophy! 

 

A provisional list of cruising events 

is also outlined below. We have 

tried to make this as varied as 

possible to include day sailing as 

well as overnight cruises to more 

distant locations. Take a look, let us 

know if any of these appeal to you 

and if not, let us know of any other 

ideas you may have. We would love 

to hear from you. 

And of course we also have the 

ever-popular Smack & Working 

Boat race, the Barge Match and 

the Pin Mill Sailing Club Regatta, 

dates confirmed as follows: 

 

Smack & Working Boat Race - 9th 

July 

 

Barge Match -16th July 

 

PMSC Regatta – 10th September 

 

Combined Clubs Series 

This year the five participants in the 

Combined Clubs River Series are 

Pin Mill SC, Harwich & Dovercourt 

SC, Shotley SC, Stour SC and the 

Royal Harwich YC. 

 

Dates for the race series (and for 

your diaries) are as follows: 

 

Race 1 - Saturday 14th May. Hosted 

by RHYC.  

11:00 am start. LW: 10:55 / HW 

18:35.  

Start from Measured Mile line. 

Finish at RHYC 

 

Race 2 - Saturday 25th June. Hosted 

by HDSC.  

12:00 am start. LW: 09:12 / HW: 

15:49.  

Start and finish at HDSC line 

 

Race 3 - Saturday 30th July. Hosted 

by Shotley SC.  

11:00 am start. HW: 09:06 / LW: 

15:08. 

Start and finish from Shotley line 

 

Race 4 - Saturday 13th August. 

Hosted by HPYC.   

11:00 am start. HW: 07:50 / LW: 

14:07. 

Start and finish from HPYC line 

 

Race 5 - Saturday 24th September. 

Hosted by PMSC.  

11:00 am start. LW: 11:57/ HW: 

18:24 

Start from Measured Mile line. 

Finish PMSC line. 

 

All time are BST. Tide times are for 

Harwich. 

  

Barbecue and Prize giving at 

Shotley SC, date to be confirmed. 

 

Please note that VHF is mandatory 

for these races, using Ch. 37/M1, as 
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is the club burgee on the backstay 

(or equivalent). 

  

SIs, course card and entry form will 

be available on web site and in the 

Almanac.  

 

  

Cruising Events 

 

A provisional list of cruising events 

is outlined as follows. This will be 

firmed up, with possible alternative 

events, when feedback and interest 

in each event is known. 

 

21st – 22nd May  

River Deben Cruise, mooring 

overnight by the Ramsholt Arms 

 

Date TBC June  

2nd Sands BBQ 

 

11th – 12th June  

Brightlingsea Cruise, visiting the 

Colne Yacht Club 

 

23rd July   

Wrabness Cruise and BBQ 

 

20th August   

Dayboat Sail 

 

25th August   

Clacton Air Show by invitation of 

the Gunfleet Sands SC 

  

For further details please contact as 

below and do let us have your 

feedback and any other suggestions 

you may have. 

You can contact us by email or 

phone or meet us in the clubhouse, 

we’d love to hear from you. 

 

Contact: Steve Miller (Hon Sailing 

Secretary) or Niels Petersen 

sailing_secretary@pmsc.org.uk 

 

 

                   

Rugby 
 

Six Nations Rugby showing for 

enthusiasts in the Bar: 

 

         
    

 

6th February 

England v Scotland             1650 

 

14th February  

England v Italy   1400 

 

27th February  

England v Ireland             1650 

 

12th March 

England v Wales            1600 

 

19th March 

England v France            2000 

 

 

Good Friday Working 

party  
 

This is the last newsletter before our 

annual "Good Friday Working Day" 

when members turn up to help 

spruce up the club, the grounds, and 

its equipment, and save the Club 

some money in the process.  Anyone 

who can wield a broom or 

paintbrush, clear up leaves, tidy 

flower beds, wipe down paintwork, 

clean windows, clear out gutters or 

service launching trolleys will be 

most welcome. It is also usually a 

fun day and a chance to chat to other 
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members – not to mention, if you 

arrive before 1100 you will earn a 

free drink and a bacon buttie as a 

reward for your labours! 

 

Good Friday is also the traditional 

occasion for the Grindle Dig when 

Club Members bring their spades 

and shovels to help clear the silting 

in the Grindle channel alongside the 

Pin Mill Hard. This year Low water 

is at 0628Z  - or for the late risers, 

after the tide has receded from HW 

1256.  

 

Nearer the time we will put a list on 

the club noticeboard so that 

volunteers can sign up but in the 

meantime if you wish to suggest any 

maintenance or spring-cleaning jobs 

that you think need doing – 

particularly if you are willing to take 

them on yourself or with others – 

please let me know– preferably by 

email to:- 

Property_Secretary@pmsc.org.uk  

Thanks.  

Paul Jefferies, Property Sec 

 

 

“Sell up and sail” 
Letters home from Ute and Paul 

on their round the world voyage 

in 2005 

 

 
 

Dear All,     We’re off 

 

Well,  it took for ever to get things 

buttoned up at home,  in fact all is  

not totally signed and sealed even 

now.  

 

However we just couldn’t delay any 

longer and we are finally on our 

way.   An old flying colleague, Peter 

Burns had applied to Sunsail to do 

an Atlantic delivery trip on one of 

their boats but when he heard what 

we were planning, he asked if he 

might join us for that part of our 

voyage. Peter is an experienced 

sailor and though it had not been our 

intention to carry any “extra crew”,  

on reflection we decided that it 

might not be a bad idea and so it is 

that we have Peter sailing with us as 

far as the Caribbean,   and so far he 

has been worth his weight in gold! 

 

We’ve been going for just a week 

now and though we have not got as 

far as I had hoped,  things are going 

well and Damarri is looking after us 

like the sea-kindly lady she is.  We 

are of course much later in the 

season than we would have liked 

and have suffered accordingly…..  

The weather has been pretty 

unpleasant at times and has 

somewhat hindered our progress.   

 

We left Pin Mill at the crack of 

dawn last Monday (7
th

  November 

2005) and though we had some jolly 

good sailing,  we only managed to 

make Ramsgate on that first day.  

We were “stormbound” on the 

Tuesday but went for it the next day 

and got as far as Dieppe,  arriving a 

bit cold and wet a bit after midnight. 

 

We would have liked a couple of 

days in Dieppe but, with the 

pressure of time against us and the 

weather being much better,  we 

decided to crack on the next day. 

We had just left Dieppe,  got the 

sails up,  the boat was nicely 

trimmed and the wind vane doing 

the steering.  Ute had just served up 
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coffee and chocolate croissants 

when from a small boat a short 

distance off we noticed someone 

waving his arms above his head.  I 

dusted my brain off and thought “ 

hang on. Isn’t that the signal for 

distress” ?   So we veered off and 

went over to the boat which turned 

out to be a dive boat whose engine 

had failed.  Not only did they not 

have a radio with which to call for 

help,  they were very distressed 

because they had left two divers 

under water and had drifted over a 

mile from where they had marked 

the dive.  We put out a “Pan Pan” 

call to Dieppe Radio (With 

hindsight I think it should have been 

a Mayday) and asked for the rescue 

service to be sent out and then we 

went to look for the divers  Peter 

spotted their marker buoy but there 

was no sign of any divers. I confess 

that we were all secretly dreading 

the prospect of finding a couple of 

bodies……     

 

I was just reporting to Dieppe that 

we had found the buoy but there was 

no sign of the divers when Peter 

spotted two heads popping up by the 

buoy! They had been still 

underwater,  blissfully unaware of 

all that was going on above them.  

We told them what had happened, 

took them aboard Damarri and 

started back towards the drifting 

dive boat,  intending to take it in 

tow.  Then we spotted the lifeboat 

coming out and thought that we 

would be able to transfer our 

passengers to that and then continue 

on our way.  As the lifeboat drew 

closer however,  it became obvious 

that a transfer in those conditions 

(wind and quite rough sea) would be 

quite dangerous and there would be 

a distinct danger of scratching the 

paint that it had taken me so long to 

apply! So then it was decided that 

we would take the divers back to 

Dieppe and the lifeboat would take 

the dive boat in tow.   

 
Dieppe Lifeboat towing in the 

stricken dive boat 

 

So it was that we ‘lost’ Thursday 

and in the event had an enforced 

extra day of rest……  not to 

mention a very nice seafood 

blowout in the evening!  It was 

disappointing to lose a day’s sailing 

but of course it is nice to think that 

if we had not just ‘happened by’ 

when we did,  the outcome might 

have been rather different…… 

 

We finally left Dieppe the following 

day with the intention of sailing on 

through the night across the Bay de 

Seine to Cherbourg.  The Sailing 

conditions were good but a bit 

‘boisterous’ and when we tried to 

reef the mainsail we discovered a 

problem with the reefing system 

which made the sail very difficult to 

handle.  We decided that discretion 

was the better part of valour and 

decided to divert into Fecamp to sort 

out the reefing problem…….  It was 

a very dark night by then and couple 

of miles outside the harbour we 

spotted a very bright light which 

was eventually trained on US.  It 

was blinding us so I got out our 

spotlight and gave whoever it was 

some of his own back.   They turned 

their light off but continued towards 

us.  As it came closer all we could 

see was a mass of lights,  including 

a blue flashing light but still we 

could not see what kind of boat it 

was.  I did not recognize any of the 
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lights but the blue flasher made me 

think it must be Police or Customs 

and I felt distinctly uncomfortable 

with visions of them tearing the boat 

apart searching for drugs.  Then this 

boat came within a few yards of us 

and someone on board shouted 

“Take down your sails. We are 

going to take you in tow”. So I 

shouted back, “Why? I don’t want a 

tow!  Then we made contact by 

radio and it transpired that this was a 

lifeboat which had been sent out to 

rescue a sailing boat and they had 

thought that we were the boat in 

trouble. I had to assure him that 

were absolutely fine thanks and 

thanked him for attending but he 

would have to keep looking!  We 

then went into Fecamp and an hour 

or so later the lifeboat came in with 

a small sailing boat in tow so I guess 

they did rather well to find TWO 

boats to rescue on a totally black 

and rather rough night!   

 

That was quite enough excitement 

for two days.  The reefing problem 

was quickly sorted and the 

compensation was two more lovely 

French meals! 

 

Saturday saw a longish but 

thankfully uneventful sail across the 

Bay de Seine to Cherbourg, arriving 

on Sunday Morning,  and I am 

writing this from a few miles off 

Guernsey on our way to Camaret 

where we will sit and wait for a 

suitable forecast before crossing the 

Bay of Biscay…..   If the past few 

days are anything to go by, I fear it 

could be quite a long wait. 

 

Many thanks to all those who have 

sent us e-mails, Please don’t be 

offended that I just can’t reply to 

each one personally, but please keep 

them coming as it is great to hear 

from ‘back home‘!  

Love from    ‘Damarri’ 

 

 

Christmas decoration 
 

 

The Christmas decorations in the 

Club were, once again, wonderful.  

 

This year our thanks go the 

decorators Lucie and Owen 

Breadman and Linnie Bartlett, who 

managed it all in time to kick off the 

Christmas events with the Childrens 

Party. 

 

We now have the most generous 

donations of baubles, tinsel and 

‘replica’ Christmas trees which 

should last us for years to come. 

 

Romy Blackburn 

 

                    
 

 

 

                     
 

I have applied to the British Heart 

Foundation for a grant for a 

defibrillator for Pin Mill. It will 

arrive by Easter, and there will be 

opportunities at the club to see an 

introductory DVD.  

 

Look for notices in Pin Mill, in the 

club and on the website.  

 

Sara Hopkinson  

                                                                

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiv26Su_N7KAhWL1BoKHd3JB-UQjRwIBw&url=http://blog.tootoomoo.co.uk/2015/10/christmas-party/&psig=AFQjCNF7S5vbwyTdFwZsoovwp4T5poAguw&ust=1454704874474316
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiT4fyElN_KAhVG1BoKHXsVAmoQjRwIBw&url=http://advancedmp3players.co.uk/blog/?p%3D3656&psig=AFQjCNG8NEEZq3DbPNqCZ4yHnsavNvQjSQ&ust=1454711277480447
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4b/ISO_7010_E010.svg
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A Night to Remember 
20th June   A  Night  to  
Remember 


