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Those away over Christmas and New Year’s Eve missed many 

convivial events at the Club. Christmas Eve Carols led by Julia 

and Graham Pink I reckon was the best ever, and the collection 

raised £136 to be shared by E.A.C.H and St Elizabeth Hospice.  

The E. Suffolk Morris Men entertained us on Boxing Day with 

dancing and carol singing while Ivan, Jane and helpers served up 

bacon rolls. The New Year’s Eve party was a classic Club 

evening - enlivened by games and Romy’s ‘Quiz on the Wall’ – 

and enjoyed in very relaxed style by members of all ages: Fred’s 

Quiz Night was a full house and team McKay narrowly defeated 

the other 9 teams present. 

Looking at the Membership list it was encouraging to see how 

many of our members are boat owners – not surprising you may 

say for a sailing club but it brought home to me that we have a 

great opportunity to tempt more of you into our ‘on the water’ 

events. Our Sailing Secretary Nigel Bailey works hard behind 

the scenes and would like to grow our participation in the 4 

Clubs series – fun races aimed at cruising yachts: PMSC won 

the trophy when the series began and is overdue for winning it 

again! We also wish to develop our cruising events and Nigel is 

keen to hear from members interested in our weekend and 

holiday cruises, so do keep an eye on newsletter and website for 

details of planned events. 

Our enticing winter programme continues, including a second 

instalment of a talk by Paul and Ute Jefferies: a chance to try out 

your Allo Allo accent, and, if you so desire, onion seller outfit at 

our French Café Evening: then in what is bound to be another 

fascinating talk we have Jimmy Lawrence on his early Barging 

career, and finally Holbrook CG’s talk at our New Members 

Evening.  

Details of booking where required are to be found attached to 

this newsletter and on the club website. As ever I’d recommend 

getting in early!  

 

Rick Kirkup – Commodore  
 

 

Saturday 9
th

 February 
“Australia and Beyond - Living 

the Dream” 

 

Saturday 23
rd

 February 
French Café evening  

 

Saturday 9
th

 March 
Jimmy Lawrence – “My Early 

Career in Barging” 

 

Saturday 23
rd

 March 
New Members Evening 

HMCG Holbrook 

 

Friday 29
th

 March  
Good Friday working party  

and Grindle dig. 

 

Saturday 13
th

 April 
Fitting Out supper 

 

Saturday 11
th

 May 
Spring Party  

 

 
  
The next newsletter will be in 

late March, for APRIL.  

Contributions as early as 

possible  please  to; 

 

 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk 

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 
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Welcome to 
 

Overseas Membership 
 Martine and Jean-Paul  Krebs – 

France, owners of  - Dorabella. 

 

Anne and Michael Smethurst & 
Anne Smethurst  from Silsoe, 

Bedford, owners of  

VIVA AMELIA. 
 

Janene Waudby and Julian Fox from 

London. 

 

Mathew & Kathryn Woodwark from 

Fowlmere, near Cambridge, owners of   

AMULET. 

 

 

Latest  News  
 

 

2013 
MEMBERSHIP 
Please note-payment 

for 2013 Membership 

was due at the 

beginning of the year.  

If you still have to make your payment 

please do so a.s.a.p. either via a cheque 

or Bank transfer.  If you need a 

replacement membership sheet please 

email  
 

dichilver@yahoo.co.uk. 

    

     

Fitting out lunches  
 

 

Amidst all this snow – which hopefully 

will have gone by the time this appears 

in print – it is nice to think of spring 

and getting the boat ready for the 

season. 

 

Fitting out can still be a cold way to 

spend a day and so how much better to 

have a warm cooked lunch to look 

forward to. Why don’t you come along 

and enjoy the results of your fellow 

members’ labours. Fitting out lunches 

will be available in the Club on 

Sundays from April 7
th

 to 12
th

 May.  

 

Even better, earn everyone’s 

appreciation by volunteering to cook on 

one of the Sunday dates. It doesn’t 

have to be challenging - just nice hot 

grub – soup and rolls, bangers and 

mash, stews, or shepherds pie – your 

choice. 

 

Some new names to the list of 

volunteers would go down very well. 

 

Catherine Abbott, our House Secretary, 

will be happy to answer any queries. 

 

The list of dates is on the Club notice 

board ready for you to sign up.  

 

Many thanks, in anticipation. 

 

Romy Blackburn 
 

 

 

Coastguard News 
 

 

It was with immense pleasure and 

something of a thrill to attend a 

celebration in December when Club 

Member, Sara Hopkinson, was 

presented with her 30 year long service 

medal by the High Sheriff of Suffolk, 

Andrew Norman-Butler on board the 

Thames Barge Melissa, currently being 

used by the Royal Harwich Yacht Club 

as their temporary club house.   

 

Not only did we have the High Sheriff 

joining us but the Commodore of the 

Royal Harwich Yacht Club and our 

own Commodore, along with senior 

representatives from the Maritime 
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Coastguard Agency – amounting to a 

not insignificant amount of gold braid.  

 

Sara joined the Coastguard service on 

17 December 1982 as part of the 

Felixstowe Team. She transferred to 

the Holbrook Coastguard, then based at 

the Royal Hospital School, in 1997 and 

she is now Deputy Station Officer 

 

The icing on the cake was the recent 

announcement that the Coastguard 

Service nationally has been awarded 

the Queens Diamond Jubilee Award for 

Voluntary Service which is equivalent 

to an MBE, made in recognition of the 

commitment shown by volunteers such 

as Sara. 

 

Romy Blackburn 

 

 

 

Barry  Page  
 

 

Barry Page died on November 23
rd

  

2012 after suffering a prolonged 

illness, an illness which had, sadly, led 

to his membership of our Club lapsing. 

Barry, for long a member of Erith 

Yacht Club, came to Pin Mill to sail as 

crew to Dave Kennard aboard 'Kelpie'.  

 

When advancing years caught up with 

Dave 'Kelpie' moved into Barry's 

ownership with Barry continuing to sail 

her from Pin Mill until finally passing 

her on to Rick Graham, her present 

owner.  

 

Barry knew a seemingly inexhaustible 

number of songs and will be 

remembered by many for his 

contributions at the 'Shanties and 

Ditties' evenings at the Club.  

 

Ron Watts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff  Jefferies  
 

Born April 15th 1920, my Dad, "Jeff" 

Jefferies died on 25
th

 Jan 2013 and I 

guess I and many others, have a lot to 

thank him for……. 

 

Of course WW2 played a huge part in 

the lives of everybody of that 

generation and my Dad was no 

exception. He flew Spitfires, a fact of 

which many Pin Mill residents will 

have been aware since one of his 

grandsons arranged for a Spitfire from 

the Battle of Britain Memorial flight to 

make a flypast over Pin Mill to mark 

his 90
th

 birthday in 2010. His interest in 

Spitfires and aircraft in general was a 

big influence in my early days, 

inspiring me to make my own career in 

aviation. 

 

My earliest memories of my Dad’s love 

of sailing go back to the mid 1950s 

when our annual summer holidays were 

spent at Mudeford in Hampshire where 

we hired a heavy old clinker-built 

dinghy called "Sonia"...... He was 

always a keen amateur film maker and 

we have a lovely 8mm film of him 

learning to sail with the tiller in one 

hand and “Sailing on a Small Income” 

in the other! These early excursions 

inspired him to build an Enterprise 

dinghy (Sail no. 3637) and my mother 
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never let him forget that we spent 

Christmas day 1960 screwing on the 

starboard bottom panel...... We sailed 

the Enterprise for a few years before he 

decided we needed something a bit 

bigger and he bought a 26ft carvel built 

keel boat called "Random" which we 

sailed in and around the Solent....... It 

leaked like a sieve and I recall one 

night when a seam opened up and we 

all took it in turns to man the bilge 

pump right through the night just to 

stop her sinking! 

 

After Random he bought a 27ft 

Snapdragon hull as an empty shell 

which he fitted out himself and it was 

shortly after launching "Random II" 

that, in 1979 he and my mother moved 

to Pin Mill. When they found Albert 

Cottage it was a case of “love at first 

sight” and although he and my mother 

didn’t move here until their fifties, they 

quickly settled here and he died with a 

deep attachment to this area. They 

joined the PMSC and he did enter club 

events, often with John Evelyn as his 

crew but I don’t think you will find his 

name on many of the trophies! At 

around this time, through a series of 

coincidences, he discovered that he had 

an effective gift of healing and there 

seemed to be a constant stream of sick 

people coming to him for help. This 

meant that he did rather less sailing 

than I think he would have liked. His 

love of sailing and the boatbuilding he 

did were what primed me for building 

Damarri and sailing her round the 

world………Yes, I have a lot to thank 

him for. 

 

My Dad was also a very accomplished 

artist and was never happier than when 

painting scenes around Pin Mill. Some 

years ago he held an exhibition of 

paintings in the Sailing Club jointly 

with Keith Waite and Geoff King. I 

believe his paintings still adorn the 

walls of many houses in and around Pin 

Mill, not to mention the cards which 

are still sold in the Post Office and the 

Butt! 

 

He will be greatly missed by all who 

knew and loved him. 

 

Paul Jefferies 

 

 

Sailing  Calendar  2013 
 

 
            May 1 Time trials begin 

    " 18  4 clubs 1st race   

                                 (HDSC) 

 

 June 1-2 Blackwater   

                                   cruise 

    " 9 2nd Sands BBQ 

    " 15 Smack race 

    " 15 4 clubs 2nd race  

                                   (SSC) 

    " 22 Barge Passage  

                                   Match 

    " 29 PMSC Barge  

                                    Match 

 

 July 13-21 Summer cruise 

    " 13 Dayboats trip up      

                                    river 

    " 20  4 clubs 3rd race  

                                   (RHYC) 

 

 Aug 17 Erwarton BBQ  

                                    and passage race 

    " 24-26 Ore or Deben  

                                    cruise 

 

 Sept 14 PMSC regatta 

28 4 clubs 4
th

 race  

& prizegiving 

(PMSC) 

 

 Oct 1 Time trials end 

 

All one-day events are on Saturdays 

with the exception of the 2
nd

 Sands 

BBQ, which is on a Sunday, to take 

advantage of a later high tide. The tides 

were not favorable for the May bank 
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holiday cruise so this has been replaced 

by a trip to the Blackwater the 

following weekend. We have kept to 

the August bank holiday cruise with a 

trip to the Deben or Alde, again 

necessitated by the tide times. 

 

There are some changes to the 4 Clubs 

yacht racing series this year. The 

Orwell Yacht Club has dropped out and 

the vacancy has been taken by Harwich 

and Dovercourt Sailing Club. Yachts 

from the Stour Sailing Club will also 

take part. There are changes to widen 

the appeal to less serious and novice 

racers; there will be a reduction in 

handicaps for ’white sails’ I.e. yachts 

not using spinnakers and we will be 

introducing more in river courses. All 

participating clubs are keen to make 

this series a success, so please do take 

part. All races are free to club 

members. 

 

Serious racers are reminded of the 

Haven Series which offers yacht racing 

under IRC and Haven Series handicaps. 

There are 10 inshore races starting and 

finishing in Harwich Harbour plus 4 

passage races, to Ostend, Burnham, 

Lowestoft and Ramsgate. See 

www.havenseries.org.uk  for details. 

 

As ever, the sailing committee is very 

short staffed. If anyone would like to 

help with the running of the Smack 

Race, the last 4 Clubs race or the 

Regatta, I would be delighted to hear 

from you. You do not need to know 

much (or anything) about racing to help 

out and those that try it for the first 

time are pleasantly surprised. I would 

also like to hear from anyone interested 

in taking part in any of the cruises and 

anyone prepared to act as a host boat. 

 

Best wishes for the 2013 sailing season, 

Nigel Bailey  

sailing_secretary@pmsc.org.uk  

Good Friday Working 

Party  
 

 

Can I take this opportunity to remind 

you that the annual working party will 

take place this year on the 29th of 

March? 

The day is designed to work through a 

number of maintenance tasks around 

the Club house.  We will also be 

helping to maintain the hard by 

organising the ‘Grindle Dig’, a much 

loved annual event! We propose to start 

at 09.00hrs Please put this date in your 

diary and pop down on the day to lend 

a hand to maintain your Club. The 

more people we have on the day the 

quicker all the tasks can be completed 

and the more enjoyable for everybody.  

To encourage you there will be a free 

‘Pint and a bacon roll’ for lunch and 

all-day tea, coffee, biscuits and cake. 

The day is always a fun family event so 

please bring along all members of the 

family. 

The majority of required equipment 

will be provided on the day, but please 

remember to bring a shovel to take part 

in digging the Grindle. I look forward 

to seeing you all.   

 

James Ackland 

Hon. Property Secretary 

 
PS. From the house team – we will be 

defrosting the freezer on that day so 

please remove anything of yours. 

Anything of non-Club ownership will 

be thrown away. 
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New  Members  Evening  

Saturday 23rd March  
 

 

This is an opportunity for the Club to 

welcome new members and for them to 

meet their fellow club members, 

Committee members and flag officers.  

Come and meet some new faces. 

 

HM Coastguard 

Holbrook   
 

 

The local Holbrook Coastguard will be 

there to explain their role, demonstrate 

how they respond to a call out and 

bring you up to date with the latest 

developments.  
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                        PIN MILL SAILING CLUB 
        MEMBERSHIP 2013 

 

Renewal of your membership is due on 1st January. 
 

Payment can be by cheque (payable to PMSC), cash, or bank account transfer. 
 

Bank transfers to Co-operative Bank sort 089299 account 65479142 
giving your 1st initial and surname as the reference 
 
Please return the completed form to:-  
Di Chilver, 54 Edmonton Road, Kesgrave, Ipswich, IP5 1EG 
 

PLEASE TICK    Cheque enclosed  …..  Bank transfer  ..... 

 

MY MEMBERSHIP IS :---->     HOUSEHOLD *              £85   ….. 

    SINGLE                         £48   ….. 
                                                         JUNIOR (18-21)             £20   ….. 
                                                         CADET  (12-17)             £10   …..   

           OUT OF COUNTRY  £12   ….. 
*Household membership is defined as a member and spouse or partner together with their named immediate family 
(below 21 years), who are all resident at the same quoted address.                                                   

ADDRESS………………………………………………………………………………….. 
               …………………………………………………………………………………… 
               …………………………………………………………………………………… 
TELEPHONE    HOME…………………………    MOBILE………………………….. 

MY EMAIL ………………………………………………………………………………….  

 If you would like newsletters etc to be also sent direct to your spouse/partner please include below:- 

SPOUSE/PARTNER’S  EMAIL ………………………………………………………… 

MEMBERS’ NAMES               AGE IF UNDER 21          OVER 60  Y/N  
……………………………….        ………………….                    …………  
……………………………….        ………………….                    ………… 
……………………………….        ………………….               INFORMATION REQUESTED 
……………………………….        ………………….               BY BABERGH DC IN OUR   
……………………………….        ………………….               APPLICATION FOR RATES 
……………………………….        ………………….               REBATE (SEE BELOW) 
 
NAME(S) OF YACHT(S) ………………………………………………………….. 
CLASS OR TYPE ……..…………………………………………………………… 
MMSI NUMBER ………………………………………………………………….. 
DO YOU LIVE IN THE BABERGH DC AREA ?  (SEE ABOVE)       Y/N   …....         
ARE YOU HAPPY TO GET CLUB NEWS BY EMAIL?          Y/N   ….... 

DO YOU HAVE ANY SKILLS THAT YOU WOULD BE PREPARED TO OFFER TO HELP WITH THE RUNNING 
OR MAINTENANCE OF THE CLUB? ……………………………………………………………….. 

WOULD YOU CONSIDER JOINING ONE OF THE CLUB’S COMMITTEES?         Y/N   …....        
IF YES, PLEASE STATE WHICH:-    BAR…..   HOUSE…..   SOCIAL…..   SAILING.….   PROPERTY….. 

 
I UNDERSTAND THAT PMSC MEMBERSHIP DETAILS ARE HELD ON A COMPUTER DATABASE FOR THE 
SOLE USE OF CLUB RECORDS AND TO FACILITATE THE EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION BETWEEN THE 
CLUB’S OFFICERS AND ITS MEMBERS.  THE INFORMATION WILL NOT BE USED FOR COMMERCIAL 
PURPOSES NOR BE PASSED TO ANY OTHER SOCIETY OR ORGANISATION.  BY SIGNING BELOW I 
ACCEPT THAT OUR PERSONAL DETAILS WILL BE HELD ON A COMPUTER. 
 
 
 
 

SIGNED………………………………………………..  DATE……………………. 
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Pin Mill Sailing Club 

French Café Evening 

 
Saturday 23th February 

19.30 for 20.00 
 

£12.50 per head 

oo0oo 

French Onion Soup 
Coq au Vin 

Cheese Tasters 
Tarte aux Pommes 

Coffee & mints 

oo0oo 

.......................................please tear off here and return lower part of this form…………………. 

Please reserve.............. place/s at £12.50 per head         
I enclose a cheque for £........…….made payable to PMSC 

Name/s………………………………………………… 

Please return this slip and your cheque no later than Friday 15
th

 February to:   

Jo, Pin Mill Sailing Club, 

The Clubhouse, Pin Mill, Ipswich, IP9 1JP. 

Telephone enquiries to 01473 780271 during bar opening times  
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Pin Mill Sailing Club 

 

2013 Fitting Out Supper 
 

Saturday 13April 
19.30 for 20.00 

 

£14.50 per head 

 

oo0oo 

Panzanella (Tuscan tomato salad) 

Daube of beef with seasonal veg 
Brandy bread pudding with brandy cream 

Coffee & mints 

oo0oo 

 
...................................please tear off here and return lower part of this form ………… 

 

Please reserve.............. place/s at £14.50 per head 

I enclose a cheque for £........…….made payable to 
PMSC 

Name/s………………………………………………… 

Please return this slip and your cheque no later than Friday 5
th

  April to: 

 

Jo, Pin Mill Sailing Club, 

The Clubhouse, Pin Mill, Ipswich, IP9 1JP. 

 
Telephone enquiries to 01473 780271 during bar during bar opening hours 
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