
 1 

 

   

AugustAugustAugustAugust    2014201420142014    NewsletterNewsletterNewsletterNewsletter    
For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk 

 

 

        

            

 

 

 

 

It makes a pleasant change at the time of writing to be able to 

welcome the arrival of some glorious sunny weather perfect for 

boating. Our local area is the equal for leisure boaters of any in 

the UK, and in spite of very large numbers of leisure and 

commercial boat movements has had, until the tragic recent fatal 

accident, a very good safety record. In good weather there are 

likely to be more boats around – some with guest crew at the 

helm – so do enjoy your boating but remember it is the skippers 

paramount responsibility to ensure a good lookout is kept at all 

times. 

 

In July we had 2 of our biggest sailing events of the season, the 

PMSC Barge Match and PMSC Smacks Race, providing 

enthralling racing in contrasting conditions and again proving 

that our Club is up there with the best when it comes to staging 

major events, both on the water and in the quality of the evening 

catering: a big thank you to all who contributed to their success. 

 

In spite of our best endeavours cruising events this year have not 

been well supported, but forthcoming sailing events include 

CCRS races 4 and 5 and of course the Club’s Open Regatta on 

Saturday 6
th

 September.  

 

Socially we are enjoying an extended season thanks to the 

tireless efforts and creativity of Social Sec Jill Hodgson. Our 

new event ‘Midsummer Madness’ was sold out and greatly 

enjoyed even if the weather didn’t exactly qualify as ‘flaming’ 

June! Now in addition to another Thai food extravaganza titled 

‘Night of Sin’, we are planning a ‘Curry Cook-Off’ in 

September which promises tasty audience participation as well 

as attractive prizes for the winning contestants! 

 

Still plenty to look forward to – do join in and enjoy them! 

 

 

 

Rick Kirkup, Commodore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 2
nd

 August 

4
th

 CCRS race 

 

Saturday 9
th

 August 

“Night of Sin” 

 

16
th

 to 17
th

 August 

Maritime Ipswich 

cruise 

 

Saturday 30
th

 August 

Dayboat afternoon 

 

……………………….. 

 

Saturday 6
th

 September 

71
st
 PMSC Regatta 

 

Saturday 13
th

 September 

5
th

 CCRS race and prize 

giving at RHYC  

 

………………………. 

 

Saturday 4
th

 October  

Laying up supper 

 

Saturday 18
th

 October 

Nautical Photographic  

Competition 

 

 

The next newsletter will be in 

late September, for OCTOBER.  

Contributions to; 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

Photographs welcome 

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 
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Obituaries  
 

Bryan Cook (1933 – 

13.06.2014) 

 
You have to be someone very special 

for your first job to be in the hallowed 

Food Hall at Harrods.  Here the young 

Bryan honed his legendary 

charismatic marketing and butchering 

skills.  How else could he, years later, 

produce - for the select few - the most 

aristocratic sausages we’d ever 

tasted? 

 

Although he would have loved to 

pursue an artistic calling, Fate decreed 

that he should take over the third 

generation family business in Essex, 

and then, in 1963, Bryan, modest as 

ever, did what he claimed was the 

only really clever thing he ever did – 

he married Christine.    

 

From then on the sun shone.  The 

business prospered; the motor bikes 

and the sports cars roared (and we all 

remember how much he loved that 

MG), his wonderful family grew up 

and excelled, and of all these passions 

sailing became such a part of his life.   

Christine tells me that it was in the 

early seventies that wind and tide out 

of the Blackwater found his much 

loved wooden Folkboat “Kalan” 

picking up a mooring at Pin Mill.  

From then on they both decided that 

this was where they wanted to put 

down their roots.  First “Kalan” and 

then, knowing a good racing boat 

when he saw one and admiring 

George Turner’s “Peut Etre”,  he 

changed to another Cutlass and so the 

Good Ship “Nellie Dean“ arrived.  In 

1977 the family bought their cottage 

in Pin Mill Lane, moving to Boatyard 

Cottages in 1990. 

Always striving to excel at all he did, 

the Club’s trophy records throughout 

the seventies and eighties bear 

witness to success after success in 

races which in those days drew 

pleasingly large fleets.  But Bryan, 

always intensely competitive – who 

can forget that steely-eyed 

determination on the Club snooker 

table - with Nelsonic seamanship and 

determination, proceeded to dominate 

the Cutlass class racing at Burnham 

for years.  The only arena in which he 

was somewhat less than dominant 

was when he and Christine came on 

holiday to the Alps, only to find that 

skis didn’t point too well to 

windward!   

 

The Club was a part of his being.  

Committee member, Bar Secretary 

and then Commodore, and how he 

enjoyed the sailing and the parties, 

not only at Pin Mill but also those 

regular visits to Goes then an integral 

part of the Club’s calendar.  His old 

friend Cor van der Vleit, insisted that 

he be represented at Bryan’s farewell. 

 

And then came the day when we sent 

him upon his next voyage.  It seemed 

that the River itself recognised one of 

its own – an especially high tide 

flooded across the Pin Mill Causeway 

at precisely the moment when Bryan 

made his way to the Church.  The 

forecast was heavy rain; Bryan, now 

with a Higher Authority, would have 

none of it, and decreed a glorious 

summer’s day - and so it was.  

 
  And I’ll bet he was looking down 

with that mischievous glint in his eye 

that we knew so well, wondering 

what all the fuss was about.  All the 

fuss, Bryan, was because you were – 

and always have been - very special.    

Why else would so rich a vintage of 

Pin Millians come together with the 

generations of the Cook family - to 

whom Bryan has bequeathed his 

charismatic charm in such rich 

measure -  to bid  farewell and to 

enjoy, as he most certainly would 

have done, such a good party?   

   

Thanks, Cooky;  You brightened so 

many lives.     

Francis M 
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Fred Everitt (21.06.28 – 

18.06.2014) 

 
Fred’s grandfather was a wandering 

minstrel, perhaps accounting for 

Fred’s sociable, optimistic 

personality! Fred joined the Royal 

Navy aged 16, travelling to the Far 

East and Sri Lanka. In 1945 a 

posting to Harwich introduced him 

to this area.  Subsequently he served 

on HMS Bulawayo (sister ship to 

the Altmark), commandeered from 

the Germans. Fred then served in 

Malta on destroyers and submarines 

before finishing his Naval career as 

an Instructor at HMS Ganges.  From 

1958-1965 he had a series of jobs in 

Luton.  After this, Fred returned to 

Suffolk to work with Shell, and 

lived with his family at Shotley.  

 

In 1975 Fred joined Pin Mill Sailing 

Club. He was always an active 

member of the club:  Treasurer for 4 

years to 1983, Vice Commodore for 

3 years to 1987, and Commodore for 

3 years to 1990. He was made an 

Honorary Life Member of the Club 

in recognition of the breadth of his 

contributions and in his later years 

took pride in having been appointed 

a Trustee of the Club. 

   
Fred’s first boat was a Norfolk 

Broads yacht called ‘Genie’, then he 

co-owned Dulciana (built by Fred 

Webb) with Mary Howard.  I 

crewed for him in early 80s and 

successfully competed in many Club 

races. On the dot of 11am it was 

always “Bar’s open down below, 

boy” (meaning ‘get me a drink’). He 

was strict with sailing terminology - 

“ready about…..lee ho” Other 

favourites were “Make that the last 

mistake of the day, boy” and “Catch 

a turn quickly.” Usually we had 

poor starts to races but once we 

were first over the line, turned to 

wave at the following boats and then 

promptly went aground at Potters 

Point on a falling tide. Another 

funny moment was when he made 

us all stand on deck to salute and 

applaud James Hatfield sailing up 

the river after his round the world 

trip - the only problem was that 

Dulciana was at least one mile away 

and he couldn’t possibly see us!   

 

Fred was very strong and able to 

carry his tender dinghy on his back, 

turtle style.  He needed this strength 

when helping crew barge Kathleen 

to Holland.  She was hit by a storm, 

snapping topmast and sprit and had 

to be towed to Goes by lifeboat. 

There is a good photo of Fred up the 

sprit in the book ‘Kathleen’ by 

Richard Kemp. Despite this 

dramatic introduction to Goes Fred 

was an enthusiastic participant in the 

PMSC cruises across to Holland and 

he studied Navigation and Dutch: 

when sailing with Fred you knew 

you were on a well run and 

maintained ship. 

 

 Eventually he gave up regular use 

of Dulciana but continued crewing 

for others, he last sailed with me last 

summer.  Fred’s rich and varied 

sailing career gave him a fund of 

stories, making him an enthusiastic 

raconteur, and a very entertaining 

master of ceremonies, a trait amply 

demonstrated when he ran the very 

popular annual PMSC Quiz, always 

affectionately known as ‘Fred’s 

Quiz’. 

 

As if his other extensive 

contributions were not enough he 

was a regular contributor to the 

Club’s Good Friday maintenance 

efforts, this support continued well 

into his eighties. Fred was a staunch 

defender of the Club’s values and 

customs, but was equally receptive 

to change and very encouraging of 

others’ efforts in support of 

initiatives beneficial to the Members 

at large. 

  



 

 4

‘Retirement’ is not really a word 

associated with Fred.  He organised 

a local branch of Arthritis Care, 

served as Treasurer at 

Chelmondiston Bowls Club, joined 

Chelmondiston Over 60’s where he 

loved ”Mexican  Train” dominoes, 

went swimming &  enjoyed jazz.  

He travelled to Weymouth & 

Canada to visit his daughters and 

spent happy times with myself, 

Sally & Sara Miller. 

 

He will be greatly missed by his 

friends and family for his zest for 

life and thoughtful kindness. 

 

Steve Miller 

 

 

 
 

 

Welcome to new 

members  
 

 

Christopher & Fiona Lingard – 

Woolverstone Marina – owners of 

Summer Seas – 54ft Trader and 

Lady Mir- 12ft Day boat. 

 

Steve & Sally Chicken – 

Chelmondiston 

 

William & Shirley Patrick – Pin 

Mill – owners of  Kalan – Cutlass 

 

Robert Allen – Wickham Skeith – 

owner of Yuletide- East Anglian 

28Mk1 

 

Summer Sailing from 

Pin Mill  
 

 

Maritime Ipswich 16
th

 to 17
th

 

August  

To book a berth contact Neptune 

Marina on 01473 215204 for Friday 

and/or Saturday nights, and have a 

ringside seat at Maritime Ipswich. 

See the Celebrate Ipswich website 

(http://www.allaboutipswich.com/ce

lebrate/) for a list of what’s on. 

 

Dayboats Afternoon 30
th

 August - 

This event is aimed at stable 

dayboats with centreplates, 

(drascombs, devon yawls, Cornish 

crabbers etc) kept at Pin Mill. It is a 

simple sail in company up river 

from the hard and back down again 

in the hours leading up to high tide. 

Just a bit of mucking about in boats 

with a few other people for 

company. Debrief afterwards in the 

Butt and Oyster. Meet up on the 

hard at about 12.30pm prior to going 

afloat. Please note there is no safety 

boat cover so we cannot 

accommodate racing dinghys. 

 

 

PMSC Regatta 6
th

 September 

 Our premier event in the sailing 

calendar for PMSC sailors. Classes 

for Gaff, Ajax and Slow and Fast 

Bermudan rigged yachts with our 

best silverware up for grabs. Only 

£5 per boat to enter. Super buffet 

food and a lively prize giving on 

Saturday evening for sailors and 

non-sailors alike. Be there or be 

square. 

 

Entry details on the website 

 

 

Sailing information  
 

 

A good way to be aware of local 

navigation warnings is to use the 
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library services on the Harwich 

Haven Authority website 

(www.hha.co.uk). All the Harwich 

and Ipswich Notices to Mariners are 

published on the ‘Library’ page of 

the website and you can obtain 

automated notification of all new 

Notices by email by subscribing to 

the RSS Feed on that page. The 

HHA website has a wealth of other 

useful information to sailors using 

the rivers and harbour, for example 

the shipping traffic forecasts and the 

current wind and wave conditions 

on the MIS pages (accessed from 

the ‘Navigation’ page) and 

information directed to sailors on 

the ‘Leisure’ page. Add it in your 

bookmarks. 

 

 

 

5th July - Pin Mill SC 

Barge Match. 
 

 

 
 

 

13 Barges were entered for the race 

with another 3 following, although 

one Bowsprit Barge skipper decided 

on seeing the weather forecast that 

he was not willing to risk his 

marriage and home, so pulled out to 

follow round. The forecast was for 

strong SW winds increasing to 

Force 6 with rain, and Officer of the 

Day Cyril Varley with his usual 

calm wisdom set the courses for 

Classes A and B out to Cork Sand 

buoy, then up the Stour to No 1 then 

home; Class C to Stour No 1 and 

Home. Of all the starts Class B was 

the best with 4 Barges crossing the 

line within 39 seconds of the gun, 

this was marred by a coming 

together of two barges which 

resulted in a protest and a 

disqualification.  Class C could 

potentially have been even better but 

two were over the line 19 seconds 

before the gun, both thereby 

suffering 30 minute penalties. A 

further protest was lodged against a 

Class B Barge for failing to pass 

Cliff Foot to port on the outward 

leg, so another disqualification. So 

this was the year that protests came 

home to roost at Pin Mill, the first 

ever in all my years as Barge Match 

Sec, and I do not recall any in Jack 

Haste’s time.  

 

The First Barge home was Edme at 

11:53, with the last home by 14:12, 

which is evidence of Cyril’s 

excellent choice of courses. 

The results were as follows (more 

details on the Club website Barge 

Match Page) 

Class A Bowsprit - 1st Edme, 2nd 

Mirosa, 3rd Decima, Fastest Start 

Edme, first to outer mark Edme 

Class B Staysail -1st Repertor, 2nd 

Reminder. Fastest Start Repertor, 

First to outer mark Repertor. 

Class C Staysail -1st Centaur, 2nd 

Ardwina, 3rd Cygnet. Fastest start 

Centaur, First to outer mark 

Centaur. 

James Lawrence Pennant - Overall 

winner for the fastest Barge over its 

course, Edme. 

Harold Smy Trophy for Seamanship 

– Mirosa. 

Bill Hattley Trophy for overall 

excellence - Edith May. 

Michael Lungley Trophy – Cygnet. 

Derek (Spearo) Ling Trophy – 

Repertor. 
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The evening was rounded off with 

the usual fabulous spread (which 

never fails to amaze our guests!) 

provided by Pat Dunnet and her 

helpers. 

 

Julian Ackland 

 

 

 

 
                                 David Chandler 

Start of Class B 

 

(L-R) Reminder, Melissa, Edith 

May and Reperter crossing the line 

within 39 seconds of the start 

 

Smacks Race 
 

A total of eight Smacks and 

Bawleys arrived at Pin Mill for the 

event this year coming from the 

Suffolk and Essex rivers. 

 

Saturday dawned with the predicted 

weather, very little breeze. The 

11.00 start had to be postponed for 

15 minutes to allow the committee 

boat, which had suffered engine 

failure, time to be towed to the start 

line in Butterman’s Bay. 

 

The course was set to take the fleet 

into the mouth of the Stour and back 

to Pin Mill and at 11.15 they got 

away to a very un-hurried drifting 

start.  Early pace setters were the 

smallest vessel ‘Polly’ closely 

followed by ‘Helen and Violet’ 

creeping their way along the South 

shore towards Collimer. 

 

Every now and then a gentle breeze 

would fill in and lift the fleet but 

never enough to let the faster craft 

get away. 

 

The decision was made to shorten 

the course with the turning mark 

elected as the Babergh Buoy. 

  

The fleet made it round as a group 

and turned into the first of the ebb 

tide. Slow progress was made back 

up to Collimer where the fleet with 

all sails set, dropped anchor all in a 

line awaiting any breeze that would 

take them back to the finish line.  

 

Indeed a gentle sea breeze came and 

went, and in anticipation anchors 

were lifted and the fleet crept round 

the corner picking up a little speed 

allowing a closely fought finish in 

Butterman’s Bay. 

 

Line honours and overall victory 

went to ‘Polly’ closely followed by 

‘Helen and Violet’ with the Deben 

based Bawley ‘Mary Amelia’ third 

on corrected time. 

 

Results: 

1 Polly.  2 Helen and Violet.  3 

Mary Amelia.  4 Iris Mary.   5 My 

Alice.  6 Gladys.  7 Maria. 

 (Alberta retired.) 

 

Much credit must go to the skippers 

and crews for their light weather 

tactics and patience. 

 

Jon Humby 
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Cameras at the ready!  
  

 

August seems to have arrived with 

lightning speed, and there have 

already been lots of opportunities 

for those with a camera at the ready 

to take more than one contender for 

the prizewinning picture in this 

year's Nautical Photograph 

Competition.   

 

Two months to go before the 

submission date - October 18th, 

please note -  so there's still time to 

take that shot which will catch the 

judges' attention.  

 

Please remember that any watery 

scene, with or without a boat 

included,  is admissible,  but 

beautiful (waterless) landscapes, 

portraits and family snapshots will 

sadly be rejected.  Further details 

will appear in the October 

Newsletter and on the Club website. 

 

 

New bar opening times  
 

 

In response to requests from 

Members we will now be opening 

the PMSC bar on summer evenings 

earlier than the times published in 

the almanac. 

 

On Friday evenings in the summer 

the bar will be open as standard 

from 7:00pm – as hitherto Members 

who wish to use the Club barbecue 

may by prior arrangement with the 

Bar Secretary (giving reasonable 

notice) request that the bar be 

opened from 6:00pm. 

 

On Saturday evenings in the 

summer the bar will also be open as 

standard from 7:00pm. The BBQ 

may also be used but only on those 

occasions when there is no Club or 

hirer’s function scheduled for that 

evening. When there is such a 

function taking place or being 

prepared for, Members are requested 

to be sensitive to the function’s 

arrangements and needs of the 

organizers and in particular to keep 

clear of the kitchen. 

 

 

PMSC Archives: 

Snooker Competition 

1990  
 

 

Following the sad loss of two old 

friends, who died recently within 

days of each other, my thoughts 

turned to happier times and 

memories of the series of snooker 

tournaments held in the Club in the 

80s & 90s, in which they were both 

involved.  These contests were 

organised by Andrew Malster, and 

the final rounds were characterised 

by the appearance of the 

protagonists beautifully turned out 

in crisp white shirts, waistcoats & 

bow ties, in true Pot Black fashion, 

and a spotlit snooker table 

surrounded by a breathless audience. 

 

Bryan Cook and 'Silver' Fred Everitt 

were keen competitors, and Patrick 

Sinclair's report on the 1990 

tournament gives a sense of the 

needle-match between them:  "Like 

all the best contests between 

amateurs and professionals, the 

outcome was unpredictable. The 

eagle-eyed pro, Bryan Cook, 

displayed great confidence in the 

early rounds.  The Commodore 

Emeritus [Fred had been 

Commodore 1987/89], who usually 

enters his name as F.C.E. Easily  ...  

showed every sign of his 

determination to retain the title".  It 

appears that Bryan was the victor in 

that round, and went on to beat 

young Jeremy Eason in the semi-

final -  had him for breakfast, as 

Patrick succinctly put it.   
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But there were other, equally keen, 

competitors in the field.  Mick 

Leverett - a small bewhiskered hare, 

according to Patrick - took Roger 

King to the cleaners, and went on to 

face Bryan Cook in the final.  "The 

final was short-lived. Leverett won 

in two frames. Cook … became the 

proverbial tortoise as the game 

progressed, but turned the proverb 

on its head and lost.  He has since 

been turned into turtle soup."   

 

Marjorie Carter 

 

 

Courses at the club 
 

 

Sara will be running RYA Day 

Skipper and Coastal Skipper 

/Yachtmaster courses as usual 

over the winter in the club, 

starting at the beginning of 

October. 

For details see 

www.pinmillcruising.co.uk 
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2014 Laying Up Supper  
 

Saturday 4 October 
19.30 for 20.00 

Menu 

Prawn and rocket spaghetti 

Lamb stuffed with apricots with roasted veg 

Chocolate pear and ginger tart 

Coffee and mints 

(Vegetarian option available if pre-ordered) 

£16.00 per head 

 

 

...............................please tear off here and complete/return lower part of this form............................................... 

 

Please reserve (No.)..............  place/s at  £16.00 per head 

In the name/s of (Member/s)…………………………………….. 

Names of any (non-Member) guests…………………………….. 

I enclose a cheque for £........…….made payable to PMSC. 

Please return this slip and your cheque no later than 

Friday 26 Sept to: 
 

Jo, Pin Mill Sailing Club, 

The Clubhouse, Pin Mill, Ipswich, IP9 1JP. 

(Phone enquiries during bar opening hours - 01473 780271) 


