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After one of the most successful winter social programmes for 

many years – excellent for Members who enjoyed the many and 

varied events, and good for all in financial terms too, the Club is 

thriving with a very positive view of the future! The 2014 

Almanacs are being printed now, and will be in the post any day.  

 

To herald the coming sailing season our Fitting out Supper is on 

12
th

  April, and on 18
th

  April we have our traditional Good 

Friday Working Party and Grindle Dig when Members can 

apply their DIY skills to help spruce up the Clubhouse in 

readiness for the season proper. 

 

The 2014 Sailing Programme has most of the events from last 

season including an expanded interclub fun race series – 

renamed the Combined Clubs River Series (CCRS) - with the 

first of five races on 17
th

  May: we really could do with more 

PMSC boats entering to try and bring the Evening Star Trophy 

back to PMSC, so why not have a go?  

 

On the cruising side we have added an extra day sail trip to 

Wrabness: this together with our other beach BBQ events at 

Second Sands and Erwarton Ness (the latter preceded by a fun 

passage race) offer excellent opportunities to invite some of our 

younger non-boat owning families out for a sail. So, all you 

fellow boat-owning Members, expect to be contacted to see if 

you would be willing to give a ‘taster sail’ to Club Members 

who don’t have a boat of their own, whether on these Club 

occasions or on a date to suit you better! 

 

On 21
st
  June we have an exciting new ‘posh frock’ event – 

Midsummer Madness – it’s likely to be the social event of the 

summer – see appendix to this newsletter and put the date in 

your diary now! It won’t be long then before the big sailing 

events of our year – the 53rd PMSC Barge Match on 5 July, and 

the 9th PMSC Smacks and Working Boats Race on 12
th

  July – 

both terrific occasions for watching the spectacle of wonderful 

craft battling it out on our local waters, and in the evenings the 

Clubhouse will be thronging with visitors! 

 

Lots to look forward to – I hope you will join in and enjoy them! 

 

Rick Kirkup, Commodore 

 

Saturday 12
th

 April  

Fitting out supper 

 

Friday 18
th

 April 

Good Friday working party  

 

Monday 21
st
 April 

Pin Mill Duck race 

 

 

Saturday 17
th

 May 

CCRS 1
st
 Race 

PMSC Open day 

New members evening 

 

Saturday 24
th

 May  

Ewarton Passage Race and  

BBQ 

 

 

Saturday 7
th

 June 

Weekend cruise to 

River Colne and Blackwater  

CCRS 2
nd

 Race 

 

Saturday 14
th

 June 

Dayboat cruise to Wrabness 

and BBQ  

 

Saturday 21
st
 June 

Midsummer Madness 

 

Saturday 28
th

 June 

Barge Passage Match 

Second Sands BBQ 

 

The next newsletter will be in 

late May , for JUNE.  

Contributions as early as 

possible  please  to; 
Circular@pmsc.org.uk  

Photographs welcome 

Diary            Commodore’s Corner 
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Obituaries  
 

Jack Haste 

 

It is with great sadness that we 

report the death on 30
th

  March 2014 

of former Commodore, Honorary 

Life member Jack Haste. An 

obituary covering his long 

association with the Club, especially 

the Pin Mill SC Barge Match, will 

follow in the next newsletter. 

 

 

Gordon Terry  

 

 
 

Ebullient, mischievous, clever and 

sociable, Gordon Terry was no 

sailor! He could occasionally be 

tempted on board if safely moored 

and provided a drink was on offer, 

but taking to the open river in small 

boats was not an option. His one and 

only trip, with the Hardings some 30 

years ago on their beautiful new 35ft 

yacht, Elsinore, was punctuated with 

cries of ‘where’s the hotel, and are 

we there yet?’  

This didn’t, however, deter him 

from organising an annual barge trip 

to Mistley. Usually blessed with 

good weather, and good company, 

these were well fuelled occasions to 

remember. Gordon was also a 

fixture (by ferry and car) on the 

annual trips to visit Goes in Holland. 

So, if not a sailor, why did he join 

PMSC? Because so many drinking 

buddies from the Butt & Oyster 

were members, and the club is in an 

enviable location, offering a good 

social life. He took over from his 

wife, Judy, as social secretary and 

played an active role in the 

management of the club for more 

than a decade. 

 

Born in Ipswich, he won a 

scholarship to Northgate Grammar 

and then a place at King’s College 

in London to read geography, after 

which he studied to become a Town 

Planner. Earning his spurs at the 

GLC before returning to Ipswich, 

where he subsequently became 

Chief Planning Officer, he translated 

his vision into fact, masterminding 

the first developments around the 

Waterfront. Leaving in 1991, to set 

up his own consultancy, he also 

served as a councillor for a couple 

of years.  

 

Gordon sadly died just after his 73rd 

birthday, following a long illness. 

His wish to be remembered with a 

well oiled ‘wake’ in the clubhouse 

was granted, thanks to the 

Commodore and committee 

colleagues, and well attended by old 

friends and family. Wherever he is 

now, he will be raising a glass to 

you all. 

 

 

Doreen Hazelwood 

 

We learn of the passing of Doreen 

Hazlewood. Doreen and her 

husband, Alan, were active 

members in the 70’s and 80’s, 

keeping Pine, Peut Etre and Tracer 

at Pin Mill. In later years they sailed 

Kemante from Levington.’ 
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Welcome to new 

members  
 

 

Jamie, Sarah, Jasper & Archie 

Pearce –  

 

Ian, Lucy, Georgina & Jake  

Golding –  

 

 Mark Shallow & Anne Kidd – 

owners of ‘Erica’, Selestra35  

 

Graeme & Moira Hammond – 

owners of ‘BlooHoolit’, Beneteau 

First 210 

 

Kevin, Sarah, Max & Gus Doherty 

 

Bernard & Kathryn Doughty – 

owners of ‘Galatea’ (dayboat), 

Storm 15 

 

 

Fitting Out Supper  

Saturday 12th April 
 

 

 
 

Booking form on website  

 

 

Good Friday working  

Party April 18th  
 

 

Just a gentle reminder to able bodied 

Members to put Good Friday in 

your diary as an occasion to help 

spruce up the clubhouse, grounds, 

and equipment, and save the Club 

some money in the process. Anyone 

who can wield a broom or 

paintbrush, clear up leaves, tidy 

flower beds, wipe down paintwork, 

clean windows, clear out gutters or 

service launching trolleys will be 

most welcome. It is also usually a 

fun day and a chance to chat to other 

members – not to mention earning a 

free drink and a bacon buttie as a 

reward for your labours! 

 

 

                    
 
 

Good Friday is also the traditional 

occasion for the Grindle Dig when 

Club Members bring their spades 

and shovels to help clear the silting 

in the Grindle channel alongside the 

Pin Mill Hard. This year the 

favoured time for digging is around 

and following on from LW - a very 

civilized 08:10 BST!  

 

 

 
 

 

Come and help with the Grindle Dig 

.. bring a shovel ! 

 

 

We will put a list on the club 

noticeboard so that volunteers can 

sign up but in the meantime if you 
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wish to suggest any maintenance or 

spring-cleaning jobs that you think 

need doing – particularly if you are 

willing to take them on yourself or 

with others – please let me know– 

preferably by email to:-  

Property_Secretary@pmsc.org.uk 

 

Thanks in anticipation. 

Mark Poppleton, Property Sec 

 

 

Easter Monday 

Pin Mill Duck Race 
 

 

.   

 

Easter Monday 21
st
   April is the day 

of the Annual Pin Mill Duck Race 

organized by Pin Mill Studio. 

 

Now   in its 9th year, it  has raised 

almost  £2000 for charity.  

     
 

This is a very popular family event – 

whatever the weather - which 

attracts an enthusiastic crowd who 

cheer on their allotted Ducks in the 

hope of a place in the successive 

heats, semis and the Grand Final, 

the winning prize being presented 

by none other than famous postman 

Shaun! 

 

Registration for the racing will be at 

Pin Mill Studio and this year we 

shall be opening the PMSC bar at 

lunchtime to follow on from the 

Grand Final – expected to be around 

12:00 – and hot food will be 

available in the Clubhouse courtesy 

of Chelmondiston Playgroup – open 

to all. 

   
 

 

Sailing from Pin Mill  
 

 

This year’s sailing calendar is now 

set and can be found on the PMSC 

web site. It is a busy calendar with 

something planned for over half the 

weekends during the sailing season. 

Events coming up in the next few 

months are the first two Combined 

Clubs races, the Erwarton Ness 

passage race and beach BBQ, a 

weekend cruise to the Colne or 

Blackwater, a day trip to Wrabness 

beach, and a beach BBQ at the 

Second Sands, just downriver of Pin 

Mill. 

 

 
 

The racing series that started life as 

the ‘3 Clubs Series’ has now 

expanded to 5 participating clubs 

with 5 races in 2014 and has been 

renamed the ‘Combined Clubs River 

Series‘. The participating clubs are 

Pin Mill SC, Royal Harwich YC, 

Shotley SC, Harwich and 

Dovercourt SC and Stour SC. The 

races are open to cruising yachts 

from any of the participating clubs 

and entry is free. Clubs compete for 

the Evening Star trophy with an 

accumulating points score from the 

best 3 yachts from each club in each 
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race. The club with the best 

accumulated score wins the trophy. 

There is also a trophy for the best 

individual boat. Yachts are 

handicapped using the new RYA 

National Handicap for Cruisers 

(NHC). In the early years of the 

series PMSC did well, winning the 

Evening Star trophy in several 

years. Recently we have not fared 

well, mainly through poor turnout 

(if a club has less than 3 boats in a 

race then the ‘missing’ boats score 

DNS). We would love to see a 

turnout of at least 3 PMSC boats in 

each race, they do not need to be the 

same boats in each race. As an 

added incentive, the best performing 

PMSC boat in each race wins a 

PMSC trophy. Please support this in 

2014. Details are on the club web 

site. 

 

 

 

This year we want to introduce 

some Sailing ‘Taster Days’ whereby 

Members with boats invite for a sail 

newer Members who haven’t got a 

boat: in particular we hope that that 

opportunity will be able to be 

offered to family Members with 

children so that they can be given an 

experience of what sailing is about. 

Such trips can of course be as short 

or as long as the parties decide, and 

take place at any time but there are 

some events in the 2014 sailing 

calendar that would lend themselves 

to taking guests along. 

 

 

 

 These are the Erwarton Passage 

Race and BBQ on Sat 24 May, the 

day trip to Wrabness Beach on 14 

June and the Second Sands BBQ on 

28 June.  We will therefore be 

contacting boatowners shortly to ask 

if they would be willing to 

participate and hope for a good take-

up!  

 

We have not received any entries for 

the log competition for several 

years. Entries can be anything from 

a day sail to crossing the Atlantic - 

write about where you have been 

and any interesting stories along the 

way. This year you can submit your 

entry on paper or electronically, 

including ‘blogs’ and Facebook 

pages on the internet. 

 

Nigel Bailey 

Sailing_Secretary@pmsc.org.uk
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Saturday 17th May  

PMSC Open Day  
 

 

 
 

 

Invite your family, your friends, 

your neighbours, your friends from 

school or work to the PMSC Open 

day on Saturday 17
th

 May 

 

Show what a great place it is. There 

will be lots to see and do. 

 

 

Saturday 17th May  

NewMembers Evening  
  

 

This promises to be a lively 

occasion with a lot of new Members 

having joined in the last year, and 

offers a great opportunity for our 

new Members and their sponsors to 

socialize with fellow Members, 

Committee Members and Flag 

officers over a drink and light 

refreshments.  

 

 
 

 

Also during the evening we shall be 

having a talk by HM Coastguard 

Holbrook, to give us an insight into 

what goes on behind the scenes on 

our local waters. 

 

It would be great to see you there – I 

hope you can make it! 

 

Red diesel in Belgium  
 

 
 

The Belgian Finance Minister, Koen 

Greens has advised that visiting 

British leisure craft can use red 

diesel in Belgian waters subject to 

conditions.    

 

The advice was contained in a letter 

to the General President of the 

Flemish Watersports Association 

(VZW) in Nieuwpoort.    

 

The Minister states that any 

inspections carried out by the 

General Administration of Customs 

and Excise must be undertaken with 

due consideration that white diesel 

is not available to British leisure 

craft and that they must therefore 

‘adopt a pragmatic approach’.    

 

The Minister further says that 

British leisure craft will be able to 

visit Belgium with red diesel in 

their tanks provided that they are 

able to present documents to 

demonstrate that excise duties 

have been paid in the UK and that 

these documents are no older than 

one year dating from the date of 

the inspection.    

 

This arrangement is similar to the 

approach taken by other EU member 

states. However, the Minister’s 

letter indicates that this arrangement 
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may change after 31
st
  October 

2014.    

 

In general the RYA recommends 

that recreational boaters visiting EU 

member states:- 

 

• Keep receipts for diesel 

purchased in the UK, to 

prove that it was bought in 

the UK, and request that the 

retailer marks them "duty 

paid".  

• Log the date of refuelling 

and engine hours to reinforce 

these records.         

• Do not carry red diesel 

anywhere other than in the 

craft's main fuel storage 

tanks.  

• Do not purchase red diesel 

in a country where the 

purchasing of rebated fuel by 

leisure craft is prohibited by 

law.    

 

Read country specific information 

on the use of red diesel abroad on 

the RYA website.  

 

 

Future Events 
 

 

Pin Mill Barge Match 

Saturday 5
th

 July 

 

 

 
 

 

Saturday 12
th

 July 

Smack and Working Boat Race 

 

 

 
 

 

Boat capsized, three 

drowned off Lowestoft  
 

 

 

 

The boat capsized, one man 

drowned, and two are still missing, 

presumed dead. 

 

 

 

 

Buoyancy aids were found floating 

in the water. As the RNLI say about 

lifejackets “Useless unless worn” 
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ERWARTON  NESS 

PASSAGE  RACE 

 

For the June Cup 

  

 

SATURDAY 24
th

  MAY 2014 
 

 

An optional passage race from Pin 

Mill to Erwarton Ness prior to the 

lunch time BBQ on Erwarton Ness 

beach. Competitors may tow 

dinghies during the race to give 

access to the beach, and an 

allowance for this is made in the 

handicapping.  

 

Sailing Instructions 

 

Rules - As described in the PMSC 

2014 Almanac and amended in these 

sailing instructions. 

 

Entries - Entrants must complete a 

race entry form (available on the 

club web site) and send it, addressed 

to the Sailing Secretary, to arrive at 

the club by the Friday evening 

before the race. 

 

Classes - There will be a single 

class and class flags are not 

required. 

 

Start - 1000. The start line is from 

the PMSC clubhouse mast to the 

Potter Point Buoy (No 5). 5 minute 

starting sequence. Flags will be 

flown from the clubhouse mast. 

 

Course - Shotley Horse Racing 

Mark to starboard, finish. 

 

Finish - A line due south of the 

Erwarton Ness beacon. Competitors 

to record their own finish times and 

report these to the Sailing Secretary. 

 

Handicaps - Handicaps are to be 

declared on the entry forms, along 

with the source of the number 

(Byron, RYA OGA etc). Any 

deviations from published handicaps 

should also be explained on the 

entry form. Bermudan rigged boats 

must provide a number compatible 

with the Portsmouth Yardstick 

system. Gaff rigged boats may 

alternatively provide an OGA time 

correction factor which will be 

converted to a PY number by the 

sailing secretary. 

 

Towing of Dinghy - Yachts towing 

a dinghy during the race will receive 

a 5% reduction in their corrected 

times. To be eligible for this the 

dinghy must be towed behind the 

yacht, not hauled up the transom. 

Towed dinghies should be visible at 

the start line. 

 

Nigel Bailey 

Sailing_Secretary@pmsc.org.uk 

 

 

 
 

A taste of Thai at PMSC
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