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We’ve had another busy year socially, and our thanks once again go to Jill 
Hodgson for another Summer Spectacular, this year with a Wild West theme. 
Thanks also to Nicola Poppleton for organising various children’s events, which 
have proved very successful.

Once again, Gareth Craze’s January Quiz was popular, and our evening with 
James Cartlidge MP, scheduled before anyone knew about a snap election, was 
well attended and he faced some challenging questions! The Antiques evening 
with local expert, James Fletcher, proved interesting thanks to members who 
brought unusual items for discussion.

Once again, our August Wine Tasting, this year supported by the Co-Op, was 
another winner, thanks to Julian and Diane Ackland’s BBQ. 

This year we raised £60 for the RNLI in our May Cake Fest, and a staggering £545
(?) for Macmillan by linking the coffee morning with the Photograph competition 
judging. Members supplied an amazing range of delicious cakes, and our thanks 
go to Di Chilver for her organisation. We will repeat this next year.  

The Commodore of Suffolk & Norfolk Yacht Club in Lowestoft gave us a warm 
welcome and tour of their historic clubhouse when our members arrived for 
lunch during our visit to the Port and Maritime Museum. We were blessed with 
good weather, if a little chilly, for our trip on the Victor in September and – again 
– thanks to all members who worked so hard to prepare food for the lunch, which
was a real treat. 

Sadly, though, we have had to cancel a couple of events due to a lack of support;
I know we are all busy, but we do need people to book when we’re organising 
food or a visiting DJ to support a charity fundraiser. 

Consequently, we’ve decided to invite members to give their views on what the 
Club offers – the type of events, frequency, with or without food, music etc. 

There are also concerns that the Club, founded to encourage sailing, is losing its 
focus, so the Questionnaire includes a separate section on sailing, inviting 
comments from all members, some of whom have (reluctantly) given up sailing 
but their experience is invaluable to the debate. We also want to hear from those
who would like to have a go, and boatowners willing to provide that opportunity.

Hard copies are available in the Club, but will also be on the website – so please 
do respond.

Committee has also set up a sub-group, including the Sailing Secretary, Steve 
Miller, Paul Jefferies, Sara Hopkinson and me; Niels Peterson also contributed, 
and we sought the views of Trustees and some former Commodores. Following 
the initial meeting, it has been decided to:

- Combine the Social and Sailing calendars, so all members have the 
opportunity to participate;

- Improve communication to members, with information channelled through
a co-ordinator with a Flag Officer having overall control of the Club’s 
image;



- To re-establish the on-line Forum via the website, allowing members to 
engage with each other, sharing sailing experiences/advice, to sell 
appropriate items etc.

Further details of the on-going debate will be put on the website.

In the meantime, the new social calendar includes a range of sailing oriented 
speakers, starting in February, with David Jillings discussing his trip on a square 
rigger across the Atlantic with the Jubilee Sailing Trust, and a presentation on the 
Fastnet Race by our own members, with a film and supper interval in March. 

The January Quiz Night will feature some sailing questions, and we are invited to 
Shotley sailing club to participate in their Quiz in March. Representatives from 
the Border Force will join us on New Members Evening, to discuss their work, and
how the sailing community can assist with the challenges they face.

Our Valentine’s Party on the 17th February will have a Chinese dress up theme, 
reflecting the Chinese New Year launched on the 16th, and is a fundraiser for the 
British Heart Foundation, supporting Karen Sanderson’s London Marathon.

Being the Chinese Year of the Dog, on the following day, Sunday, we are inviting 
the dog lovers amongst us to ‘dress up their dogs’ for a competition. There will 
also be children’s face painting, with – inevitably - hot dogs served at lunchtime. 

I am planning to organise a Suffolk vineyard visit, with lunch in Woodbridge for 
our April Day Out; details to be circulated shortly. 

Finally, we are planning a range of mini art exhibitions and a table top sale to 
accompany the Fitting Out lunches from 11th March.  


