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Those who sailed up to St Katherines or those who had been before might have noticed the wreck of
the USS Richard Montgomery at the mouth of the Medway. This was a Liberty ship loaded with
ammunition, which ran aground, and then its back broke, in August 1944. Half the cargo was
unloaded but the balance remains on board.

An article in the New Scientist for August 19 last, describes how if detonated the remaining cargo
would throw a column of water, mud and munitions 3 km into the air and how the cargo is suspected
of becoming more sensitive to any disturbance as time goes by, due to corrosion. Understandably the
authorities responsible have come to no decision about what to do in view of the risks involved in
removing or in making safe the cargo.

A copy of the article has been placed in the magazine rack in the Clubhouse Library.

Tony Cowley
Hon Librarian.

Sailing, Bye!!

The third summer cruise on the August Bank holiday weekend, was to Wrabness and five boats
managed the short but interesting trip up the Stour. It was my first time there and it’s obviously a
popular stopping place, with great views across to the Royal Hospital School on the north shore..
Unfortunately the weather was against us and it was decided to head home on the Sunday evening,
rather than spend a rough night afloat. Still, Hon Sailing Sec did get there and this time, only lost an
outboard engine, boat hook and fender!

Unfortunately the end of August Taster Evening for local youngsters was poorly supported and
eventually cancelled. Perhaps earlier advertising next year?

Our annual Regatta was a great success. There were 31 entries and our thanks go out again to Royal
Harwich and to everyone from other clubs for there continued support. With five races starting at 15
minute intervals, the start lasted from 10am to 11am. The chance of deteriorating weather meant
courses were chosen to try and keep the smaller yachts away from too much open water. In the end
the weather held. ( Well, it was jolly nice on the Committee Boat!!).

The gaffers kicked off first at 10 o’clock and Paul Webster won on The Quiz, collecting the Blagden
Cup. The Orwell-Corinthian Cup (for slower Bermudan boats!) was won by Bryan Rogers in Lady
C. Miranda (the boat, not the person) won the RHOD race and the Quest Cup. The Ajax class had
11 entries and although Richard Chenery was a clear winner, only 25 seconds separated the next
three. The last race (for quicker Bermudan boats) saw late entrant Duncan Wrigley retain the
Tempest cup in his Elizabethan 31, Tempest. Second placed Will Patten took the Floating Trophy for
getting his Stella home before the other two Stellas in that race. A very good day was followed by a
very pleasant evening in the Clubhouse.

It must have been so very pleasant, because only 3 of the 11 entries appeared next morning for the
RNLI race. And again the weather was good. (Well, it was jolly nice in the Clubhouse!!). Leigh
Baxter’s RHOD had an exceptional final down wind leg to take it on handicap.

The last of the 3CRS races remains, on Saturday 18", We’re hosting and hope to follow a good
showing in the water with another pleasant evening in the Clubhouse.

Don’t forget there are trophies up for grabs at the Annual Dinner Dance. Your chance for the best
Time Trial ends on October 9 and if you’ve been keeping logs, get them in to me by Nov 1.

Hope your last weeks of sailing go well. Oh, and has anyone got a spare outboard for my tender?

Hon Sailing Sec.
Laurie Thomas.





