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For all the very latest information, visit the website at www.pmsc.org.uk 
 

 

 
The fitting out season is upon us and 
I see cars moving down Pin Mill 
Lane heavily laden with pots of anti-
foul, varnish and tool boxes to cope 
with all emergencies.  I am writing 

this just after the Good Friday Working Party and Grindle Dig 
and am really grateful for all those who abandoned their boats 
and joined us.  With such good weather it was a hardworking, 
happy day. The Grindle Dig attracted a good number of 
children and their folks who ploughed their way through the 
mud and left the Grindle flowing freely, and we enjoyed bacon 
rolls supplied by Val and Andrew, washed down by a refreshing 
beer! 
 
Our clubhouse social season is coming to an end with the 
Fitting Out Supper, and the clubhouse starts summer hours of 
opening at the beginning of May.  We enjoyed Imre’s excellent 
talk on Fastnet ’79 as he took us through his personal 
experiences of the storm and the tragedies, seamanship and 
teamwork. 
 
Jon Humby, Vice Commodore and Steve Clay, Sailing 
Secretary, provided us with an overview of our Sailing Club, 
with a history provided by the Archive Group, for our New 
Members Evening.  We have been fortunate with a good 
number of new members throughout the year, but sadly the 
evening was not too well attended.  Any new member unable to 
join us this year will be very welcome to join our welcome 
evening next year.  My thanks go to Jon, Steve, Marjorie Carter 
and Renee Waite for their efforts.  We also had our stall of 
merchandise for members to view and if there is anything in 
particular any member needs, do let Lee Foster, our Rear 
Commodore, know and he will bear this in mind when he 
collects together an order later in the year. 
 
I have sadly to let the membership know that John Moyes, a 
very popular past Commodore, who has supported the Club 
continuously, died very suddenly on the 4th April. Our 
sympathies are with his sons, Matthew and Dominic and their 
families. An Obituary will be carried in our next circular. 

Saturday 21st April 
Fitting Out Supper 
19.30 for 20.00 
 
Saturday 5th May 
Bank Holiday Cruise TBA 
 
Saturday 19th May 
3CRS First Race 
 
Saturday 26th May 
Bank Holiday Cruise TBA 
 
Saturday 2nd June 
Goes Presentation Evening 
See Sailing column  20.00 
 
Saturday 9th June 
June and Ward Cup Races 
 
Saturday 16th June 
Ewerton Ness BBQ 
Lunchtime 
 
Saturday 23rd June 
3CRS Second Race 
 
Saturday 7th July 
Annual PMSC Barge Match 
 
Saturday 14th July 
Smack and Working Boat 
Race 
 
The next newsletter will be 
in June.  Contributions by 
May 31st to: 
editor@pmsc.org.uk or   14 
The Chestnuts, Wrentham, 
Beccles, Suffolk, NR34 7EZ 

   
 

Commodore’s Corner  Diary             
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There are two things I need to mention to 
members, firstly that a 20 mile per hour speed 
limit is due to be made along the road from 
Chelmondiston to Pin Mill, do bear this in 
mind.  Secondly the law for no smoking in 
licensed premises is due to come into force on 
the 1st of July.  This law includes private 
Clubs so I must ask all members to adhere to 
this, as there is to be no smoking anywhere in 
the Clubhouse 
 
As Boats will shortly be launched for the 
2007 season, I hope the sailing programme 
tempts you and that it will be a good summer 
afloat! 
 

Dilly Ridge 
Commodore 

 

 
PMSC Sailing in 2007 

 

                
 
Well, the sailing season is about to start and 
there are plenty of racing and cruising events 
to take part in. There is a sailing calendar in 
this circular, on our web-site and also on the 
notice board by the bar in the club. The 
calendar is updated from the one published in 
the last circular so please be sure to keep the 
latest copy to hand and not last month’s 
version!  Anyway, on with the events 
themselves: 
 
Racing 
 
The 3 Club’s River Series (Pin Mill Sailing 
Club, Royal Harwich Yacht Club and the 
Orwell Yacht Club) will run again this year, 
on 19 May, 23 June and 15 September. The 
web site has all the information about it: the 
Sailing Instructions, Notice of Race, the Entry 
Form and the Course Card. 
 
Two things to draw your attention to: 
 

1. The 3CRS races and the PMSC races 
will use a changed starting procedure.  
We have adopted Rule 26 from the 
RYA Racing Rules of Sailing, 2005 to 
2008. This says that the class flag is 
raised at 5 minutes before the start, the 

preparatory flag raised at 4 minutes 
before, the preparatory flag lowered at 
1 minute to go and the class flag 
lowered at the start. There are sound 
signals at each of these times, with a 
long sound at 1 minute to go. This 
change applies to the club’s yacht 
races and the 3CRS races.  

 
 

 
2. The entry forms for the 3CRS races 

are on our web site.  If you don’t 
currently have a handicap for your 
boat please send your entry form in as 
soon as you can and we will work out 
a handicap for you 

  
 

PMSC will be running races on 9 June for the 
June Cup and the Ward Cup. We are willing 
to run a Ladies race on the same day if there 
is support for this. 
 
Our newest event is on August 18, when we 
will organise races in Toppers (provided) and 
dinghies (bring your own!). Hopefully the 
weather will be kinder than last year when it 
was a bit too windy. Hopefully the event will 
involve the local community, especially 
young people. We can all have fun racing 
around in the toppers and putting our rowing 
and sculling skills to good use. 
 
The club Regatta is on the 1st and 2nd 
September. Always a memorable event to 
take part in. There will be prize-giving in the 
evening. 
  
Also, don’t forget the Time Trials. There is a 
really good article by John Sparks on the club 
web site about the history of the time trials 
and what is involved in taking part. 
Information about the current courses are in 
this year’s Almanac.  As John says, why not 
give it a go! We look forward to collecting 
your times at the end of the season. 
 
Cruising 
 
The club cruises start with the Bank Holidays 
in May. For both of these cruises, nearer the 
dates, we will take the weather forecasts into 
account before publishing more details of the 
destination and itinerary of each one. Please 
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check the sailing notice board by the bar in 
the club and the club’s web-site for more 
details. Alternatively, each cruise has a 
contact on the calendar and an email address 
you can use to find out what is planned. 
 
The big club cruise this year is to Goes 
(pronounced ‘Hoose’, in the Zeeland province 
of Holland), picking up on the club’s historic 
connection there. There is a form in this 
circular that you can use to indicate your 
interest in taking part in this and the other 
cruises. If you send in the form we will keep 
you informed about the plans. We are going 
to meet up in the club to discuss the Goes trip 
on Saturday 2nd June (not 14th April as 
previously stated).  Francis Madden will be 
making a presentation. 
 
At the end of this article I have put a short list 
of things to be aware of when sailing to 
Holland. (Thanks to the editor for doing the 
research). I’m sure that the old hands amongst 
you know all these things but for members 
making their first trip there we thought it 
would help to mention them. 
 
In August, following last year’s much-
enjoyed trip, we are going on another East 
Coast Mystery Cruise. The idea of this is that 
we all set out on the first day to an agreed 
destination. Then we meet up in the evening 
and agree the next day’s destination. We can 
take the weather into account and enjoy safe 
cruising in company with an enjoyable 
element of spontaneity and mystery! 
 
Which leads me to remind you all of the Ad-
hoc cruising group. The idea is that, via a 
simple email group, any member can tell the 
others in the group, at very short notice, of 
their sailing plans. Then, arrangements to 
meet up, or to sail in company can be made 
quickly and easily. If you haven’t joined the 
group yet and would like to, go to 
http://www.pmsc.org.uk/cruising.htm. Its 
really simple to do so why not try it out? 
 
How to Run A Race 
 
On Friday 30 March we had a talk from Fiona 
Wylie, at the club, on the basics of running a 
race. The meeting was attended by nine 
members of the club, of various levels of 
experience (including ‘none’!). The objective 

of the talk was to enable the race officers to 
provide racing which is safe and fair, so that 
everyone enjoys the racing. There are a lot of 
aspects to get right, from the signalling used, 
the setting of courses, the equipment needed, 
the allocation of jobs between the race team, 
ensuring the safety of participants and much 
more. Fiona explained it all very clearly and, 
speaking for myself, copious notes were taken 
which I hope to write up for a circular or our 
web site when I have time. Many thanks, 
Fiona, for a very enjoyable and informative 
talk. 
 
If anyone would like to volunteer to be on a 
race committee or to supply the committee 
boat please email me. Organising this is the 
next task of your sailing sec! 
 
Keeping the Dutch Officials Happy. 
  
It may be worth a reminder, for anyone 
planning to visit Holland for the Club Cruise 
this year, what the required documentation is.  
You must have:  
 

�� A Certificate of British Registry (SSR 
or Part 1) and a Certificate of 
insurance covering the boat for the 
Netherlands.  

�� A Ships radio licence must also be 
carried, and at least one member of the 
crew must have a valid operators 
licence.  

�� The Dutch also insist that you carry an 
up to date copy of the Inland 
Waterways Rules (BPR published in 
volume 1 of the ANWB 
Wateralmanak).  It is only written in 
Dutch and can usually be purchased 
from chandlers from about March 
onwards. 

�� Check that your safety flares are in 
date and beware the habit of taking old 
flares as back up for your new ones, as 
this could lead to a fine. 

�� The skipper or another crewmember 
are advised to hold a Certificate of 
Competence, and everyone should 
carry their passports and should have a 
European Health Insurance card (this 
has taken the place of the E111).  

�� Have the appropriate courtesy flags. 
�� Have a copy of the collision regs and 

local tide tables. 



4 

�� Visitors to Holland and Belgium must 
submit Schengen Forms on arrival.  
These can be obtained from the RYA 
beforehand, or from a Harbour Master 
on arrival.  It is basically a crew list 
made out in triplicate and submitted 
after entering the Port of Entry. 

�� Any documentation regarding the Vat-
paid status of your boat should be 
taken. 

 
All this information and more is available on 
the RYA website under cruising. We believe 
that it was correct at the time of writing, but 
as we all know, it is the happy lot of officials 
to invent new red tape from time to time, so 
please check the points above before 
embarking  on the trip. 

 
Steve Clay 

Hon Sailing Secretary 
 

 

       
Letter from Hong Kong 
 
I was interested to read about the Out of 
Country Membership in the March 
Newsletter.  I have been a member of PMSC 
for about 20 years, and during the last 14 of 
these I have been living in Hong Kong.  I 
have maintained my membership as I’ve 
always been keen to read the newsletter and 
keep up with what is going on. 
 
I have paid up my subscription for 2007, but 
next year, if it’s on offer still, I might as well 
save myself a few pounds and take out the out 
of country membership.  How do I go about 
this – or will it be a matter of ticking the right 
boxes on the subscription form? 
 
By the way, if any club member is passing 
through Hong Kong, I would be delighted to 
buy them a drink in the Royal Hong Kong 
Yacht Club.  Despite the grand name, this is 
one of the most down to earth places around. 

 
Regards 

Peter Davies 
 

   
 

Don’t Forget Your Camera! 
 
The sailing season is almost upon us and there 
will be limitless opportunities during the 
various events devised by our Sailing 
Committee to take the photo which will win 
the Nautical Photograph Competition in 
October.  You don’t in fact need to be on the 
water to take that winning shot, as many of 
our members who are no longer active sailors 
have discovered.  So remember to take your 
camera whenever you’re on your boat or 
simply walking along the shore – anywhere in 
sight of water – and be ready for the perfect 
picture to present itself. 
 

Marjorie Carter  
 
 

 
New for 2007 – The Rivers Rally 
 
Towards the end of last season my brother 
Richard spoke to me regarding an idea he had 
for the sailing calendar.  This idea came about 
from an event called the Round Britain Rally 
(RBR).  This is a touring and photographic 
event for motorcyclists, drivers of sidecar 
outfits and three wheeled vehicles.  What’s 
this got to do with sailing I hear you ask! -  
Read on. 

 
Some background to the original Round 
Britain Rally 
 
This was first organised by Tim Stevens of 
the Norton owners club.  The landmarks to be 
photographed included castles, lighthouses, 
windmills, ancient monuments, follies and 
some fine remote pubs and inns.  Most were 
off the beaten track and some required the 
odd stretch of gentle green lane work.  The 
rally was enjoyed then by a goodly number of 
people but in the late 70s went the way of 
other motoring events such as the Roman 
Ride and the National Rally due to spiralling 
fuel costs and what was then called the ‘fuel 
crisis’.  The Round Britain Rally was 
resurrected in 1993 and is still going strong 
today. 
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The Rivers Rally 
 

The objective of this idea is to offer another 
slant to your recreational sailing; after all we 
do have on the East Coast some of the best 
and certainly most interesting coastline in the 
UK.  The rally will require you to explore 
backwaters and channels that you may 
otherwise avoid, to visit places of interest, 
landmarks or seamarks.  To prove you have 
visited the landmark / seamark you will be 
required to take a photograph with your vessel 
as part of the scene [a tender may be required 
at times!].  For your pictures to qualify for 
marking, the landmark must be clearly visible 
and identifiable.  A lighthouse 5 miles away 
will not do I’m afraid. 
 
There are a number of landmarks in every 
estuary from the R. Waveney in the north 
[Lowestoft] down to the R. Thames in the 
south.  In between these points there is scope 
for many more.  Every landmark / seamark is 
allocated points that you can earn towards the 
level of award you have decided to go for.  
The amount of points is dependent on the 
landmarks / seamarks location and difficulty. 
 
The list of landmarks / seamarks will be 
posted out to entrants prior to June 1st each 
year and all photos and completed entries 
returned to the sailing sec by the end of 
September for marking, with presentations 
taking place at the annual dinner dance or 
AGM 
 
You may start at any landmark / seamark and 
tick off as many or as few as you wish.  Also 
any number of vessels may be used during the 
rally, but they must be registered on the entry 
form and comply with all sailing regs and 
safety  requirements set by the PMSC sailing 
committee. 
 
Awards will be categorised in six bands – 
 

1. 100% All – rounder.  Max points 
gained – All landmarks, no errors. 

2. All – rounder.  All landmarks visited, 
some errors 

3. Gold award – 700 to 1000 points. 
4. Silver award – 500 – 699 points. 
5. Bronze award – 200 – 499 points. 
6. Finisher’s award – 0 – 199 points. 

 

Other awards may be presented at the 
committee’s discretion, for example Best 
looking boat – best photo ect.  This rally will 
entail a fair amount of time and effort to get 
the results.  Some of the landmarks will be 
easily accessible, but some will require a 
short walk or trip by dinghy.  However, the 
enjoyment and satisfaction will be well worth 
it. 
 
Entry forms will be available from the club or 
can be downloaded from the PMSC website 
from mid May onwards. 
 

Jon Humby 
Vice Commodore 

 
Return to Goes - July 

 
As you’ve already seen from the sailing diary, 
there’s a plan for the club – possibly together 
with guests from other Orwell clubs – to 
return to Goes for the long week-end from 
Thursday 26th July to about Tuesday 31st, 
when a number of festivities with our Dutch 
friends there will be organized. 
 
Some of our newer members may not yet 
have had the chance to appreciate just how 
close an association the Club has with Goes – 
and how warm and hospitable a welcome 
anyone from Pin Mill gets there – whether 
they come by boat, car, or ferry and rail. 
 
It was in July 1982 that Pin Mill first arrived 
in Goes, and Cor van der Vliet, the 
Harbourmaster and an honorary member of 
the Club, is as pleased as ever to see the red 
and white windmill – as will those of us who 
regularly keep our boats in his Stadhaven for 
the summer. 
 
For first timers, and those returning – whether 
you plan to sail, drive or train there, a Goes 
Evening is being planned for Saturday 2nd of 
June, which will not only provide wisdom 
and warnings about how to cross the Lake to 
get there, and where to go when you arrive, 
but will also give a little of the history of 
Goes and its harbour, and the Zeeland 
province of Holland from the sixteenth 
century to the last war. 

Francis Madden 
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In the Galley 
 
Its nearly BBQ weather and soon we will be 
planning some of our events, like the Smack 
race and the Regatta.  This year it would be 
really good to see some new faces in the 
Galley to complement the old faces.  We 
don’t do anything difficult so no particular 
experience is needed, and our efforts are 
always much appreciated.  So if you feel like 
joining in, or if you would like to put on a 
BBQ one lunchtime, or if you have any other 
ideas, I would be pleased to hear from you.  
And, by the way, the post of House Secretary 
is still vacant.  

 
Lee Foster 

Rear Commodore 
 

 

 
Good Friday working party – 6    

April 2007 
 
We again had lovely weather and an even 
more splendid turnout for the working party 
on Good Friday morning - the presence of 
getting on for 30 willing volunteers enabled a 
long list of small – and not so small - jobs of 
maintenance, cleaning and tidying to be 
undertaken before the traditional free drink 
and (thanks to Val Stone and Andrew 
Milligan) delicious bacon roll were able to be 
enjoyed at the bar by all the workers. As a 
result, the clubhouse and surrounding area are 
now much cleaner, tidier, safer and more 
secure and ready for the season’s activities.  
 
On behalf of the membership at large I should 
like to thank all those who helped to save the 
club some money by contributing their time 
and skills - namely David Abbott, David 
Barklem, Paul Bastick, John Bowen, Jim 
Clarke, Roger Evans, Fred Everitt, Simon 
Everitt, Tim & Eddie Fenton, Lee Foster, 
Kate and Mike Goater, Pat & Paul Hand, 
Peter Hibbern and George Nevard, Jon 
Humby, Rosie Kirkup,  Eileen Madden, 
Michelle & Michael Rutherford, John 
Sparkes, Ed Swift, Bridie Vadasz, Julian 
Wetherill, and last but by no means least, 

John Webb. (With apologies to anyone whose 
name I’ve overlooked!) 
 
An innovation this year was the emergence of 
a very energetic group of gardeners – (maybe 
even the kernel of a Ladies Gardening Group 
within the club?) resulting in a radical pruning 
and tidying of the gardens which border the 
club and some proposals about how a bit of 
judicious re-stocking of shrubs would 
enhance the appearance of the clubhouse. The 
moral being that it’s your club, so if you have 
any suggestions for things which might 
improve its appearance or facilities and/or 
would like to volunteer to help carry them 
out, don’t be shy, get in touch (my contact 
details are on the website and in the almanac) 
so we can discuss it.  
 

Rick Kirkup 
Hon Property Sec 

 
 

 
In The Bar 

 
Firstly, I would like to apologise on behalf of 
the Chancellor, it has come to that post-
budget price review time!  As last year, I will 
keep any bar price increases to a minimum; 
however, some increase must be made due to 
the pre-budget price rise from the breweries.  
This was absorbed at the time, with the view 
to a review of prices at the end of March to 
reflect the budget as well. 
 
It may have been noticed that this has not 
actually happened.  Sorry folks, it will.  The 
rapid, internet induced (expidia.com?) 
departure of the Treasurer to warmer climes 
has meant that the prices will be held until the 
Fitting Out Supper, with new prices coming 
into effect on the following Wednesday, 25th 
April.  I am hoping that this will meet with 
the approval of all the diners at Fitting Out, 
and maybe, spaces willing, encourage a few 
more of you down to enjoy Jo & Jackie’s 
hospitality and wonderful cuisine. 
 
The guest beers seem to have been going 
down well, so I will endeavour to make 
choices to, hopefully, please the palate, but 
will always be open to suggestions, so don’t 
be shy!  As long at it isn’t really lethal, and I 
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can actually get hold of it, it will be 
considered (over a pint of it if possible).  
Keep your eyes on the Bar page on the web 
site for up-to-date beverage selections. 
 
The next attraction arriving at the Bar will be 
the Draw Night!  The bar will put £? In to the 
pot each week, on the Saturday night a 
membership number will be drawn, and if it’s 
your number, and you are in the bar, you win 
the pot!  If you aren’t, then you can’t win.  
This could get big during the sailing holiday 
season, so get ready for the autumn lay-up 
time.  You’ll have a good reason to stay on 
and have a drink after the days work. 
 
Simple really.  Not rocket science.  Use your 
Club House this year!  It may be to your 
financial advantage.  The date of the first 
draw will be posted on the Bar page in good 
time for you to make the arrangements for 
lifts, baby sitters etc. 
 
The crew of the Bar look forward to seeing 
you, and hope that any price rises are firmly 
blamed on Gordon Brown, and not them.  
Honest fellow members, it’s nothing 
personal! 
 

Simon Everitt 
Hon Bar Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you received this Newsletter by post 
and you have an E-mail address please 
consider downloading from the Website.  
Click on Newsletters and follow the 
instructions, or contact the Webmaster.  It 
will save the club 
£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££s 

          Sales and wants 

  Dinghy wanted as tender at Pin Mill 
   Phone Steve Penn 07881900153 

     BBooookkll iinnee  SSppeecciiaall   OOff ffeerr   
20% off Reeds Nautical Almanac with free 
delivery to customers on the Peninsular. 

List price £34.99, Bookline price £27.99. 

Order from Angela at the bar or contact 
Bookline: Tel. Or Fax: 01473 328227 
       E-mail contact@bookline.info 
          Web: www.bookline.info 
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